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JVEW   WOULD  ISSUE. 

The  issue  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist''  for  May  18  will, 
in  addition  to  the  large  weekly  circulation,  be  addressed  to 
the  Chief  Buyers  of  Medicines,  Chemicals,  and  Druggists 
Goods  in  Canada,  United  States,  South  America,  and  the  West 
Indies,  thus  Tapping:  Millions  for  British  Export  Trade 
For  particulars  in  regard  to  it,  advertisers  should  address 
the  Publisher,  at  42  Cannon  Street,  London.  E.C. 

TTtlCE-LISTS  AJVD  CI'RCULA.'RS. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  the  pioneer  of  the  method  of 
distributing  price-lists  and  circulars  to  the  trade  in  its 
Summer  and  Winter  Issues.  The  system  has  been  in  force 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  is  as  effective  as  it  is  popular. 
Distribution  to  the  best  buyers  in  the  world  is  ensured,  and 
that  is  not  the  case  when  price-lists  are  sent  singly  by  post — 
e.g.,  reports  received  from  Australasia  show  that  "  tons  "  of 
price-lists  and  dutiable  matter  on  which  the  tax  has  not  been 
paid  are  destroyed  by  the  authorities.  The  Summer  and 
Winter  Numbers  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  containing 
such  price-lists  and  circulars  are  not  so  treated,  because  the 
demands  of  the  Customs  are  complied  with,  hence  the  copies 
are  promptly  delivered  to  the  advantage  of  advertisers.  The 
next  opportunity  for  sending  out  price-lists  and  circulars  will 
be  with  the  Summer  Number  to  be  published  on  July  27,  1907. 
The  Publisher  invites  up-to-date  firms  to  write  to  him  at  the 
Head  Office  for  conditions  and  terms. 


Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance 
what  has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents"  in 
the  first  column. 


Legal  Cases  bulk  largely  in  this  issue,  several  of  them  being 
exceptionally  important. 

The  action  Boot  v.  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  dis- 
appeared from  the  High  Court  lists,  and  is  "off"  (p.  667). 

Messrs.  MacStmons,  of  Liverpool,  have  had  to  pay  Plas- 
mon,  Ltd.,  100/.  damages  for  putting  on  Plasmon  goods  a  label 
saying :  "  Caution. — Sold  without  our  recommendation  or 
responsibility,  and  supplied  on  that  understanding"  (p.  666). 

At  Keighley  a  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  supervisor  has 
summoned  G.  W.  Cousins  for  selling  "Red  Lung  Balsam'' 
unstamped  because  a  "  Poor  Man's  Friend"  card  was  shown 
with  it,  and  it  was  said  to  be  "  Sold  wholesale  only  by  G.  W. 
Cousins  &  Co."  The  case  is  of  considerable  importance,  and 
we  report  it  fully  on  p.  667. 

The  Ju-vis  Case  is  carried  further,  Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman,  Mr. 
Gordon  Salamon,  and  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer  stating  that  Mr.  Otto 
Hehner  had  made  an  arithmetical  mistake  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  creatin  in  Ju-vis.  Other  evidence  for  the  defence 
is  also  reported  (p.  668). 

Evans's  Antiseptic  Throat-pastilles  have  brought  a 
Northampton  chemist  into  court,  he  agreeing  to  a  perpetual 
injunction  not  to  sell  another  make  for  Evans's  (p.  667). 

Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins  was  entertained  by  his  colleagues  on  the- 
Pharmaceutical  Council  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  occasion, 
being  his  retirement  from  the  Council.  Wo  refer  in  an. 
editorial  note  to  Mr.  Atkins's  services  to  British  pharmacy 
during  the  past  fifty  years  (p.  674). 

The  Nationalisation  of  the  Medical  Profession  is  one  of 
"  Xrayser's  "  topics  this  week.  He  has  attended  a  meeting  of 
the  Fabian  Society,  where  Mr.  Lawson  Dodd,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  lectured  on  a  kindred  subject,  showing  that  only  the  ■ 
rich  and  the  poor  have  the  best  medical  aid,  and  that  medical 
men  need  to  be  freed  from  the  stress  of  competition,  as  by  their 
organisation  into  a  State  body  (p.  673). 

The  Pharmacy  Bills  still  linger,  but  the  House  of  Lords  has- 
read  a  second  time  the  Medical  and  Dental  Companies  Bills,, 
referring  them  to  Select  Committees.  The  discussions  are  re- 
ported on  p.  686. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Department  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  this  week  issued  a  report  by  Dr.  A.  W.  J.. 
MacFadden  on  the  presence  of  lead  and  arsenic  in  tartaric  and-' 
citric  acids  and  in  cream  of  tartar.  Wo  epitomise  the  report 
fully  in  an  article  beginning  on  p.  675. 

The  Edinburgh  University  Council  on  Wednesday  adopted 
the  draft  ordinance  for  a  degree  in  pharmacy  (p.  663).  We 
give  the  gist  of  the  Committee's  report  and  comment  upon  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  relations  in  the  matter  on  p.  676. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  a  quiet  meeting  this  week, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  space  devoted  to  its  work  is 
occupied  by  the  annual  report  (p.  679). 

The  Winter  Session  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and  it  is 
only  the  cold  spell  in  England  that  justifies  our  retention  of  the 
heading.  Mr.  Uglow  Woolcock  is  the  President  of  the  week 
(p.  682). 

Mr.  N.  H.  Martin,  of  Newcastlc-on-Tyne,  writes  sarcas- 
tically and  trenchantly  about  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
compendium  ;  Messrs.  Parry  and  Bennett  declare  that  Bonlez's 
method  of  testing  linaloe  oil  is  useless;  a  correspondent  adds 
some  useful  notes  to  the  discussion  on  pictures  and  models  as  a 
source  of  liability  to  medicine  stamp-duty  (p.  690).  We  have 
had  to  hold  over  many  replies  to  correspondents. 

The  high  price  at  which  hydrastis  (golden  seal)  has  been 
ruling  for  the  past  two  years  is  partly  due  to  the  cornering  of 
supplies  in  America.  Consumption  has  declined  from  3C 
to  40  per  cent,  in  consequence,  as  is  shown  on  p.  690. 

Several  important  market  changes  in  alkaloids  are 
announced  in  our  Trade  Report,  including  advances  in 
codeine  and  salts,  morphine  salts,  apomorphine,  eserine,  pilo- 
carpine, strychnine,  and  chrysarobin.  Citrates,  Jamaica 
inger,  vanilla,  and  chaulmoogra  oil  are  dearer.  Crude 
camphor,  ammonia  sulphate,  and  hydrastis  are  easier. 
Antimony,  castor  and  coconut  oils  and  isinglacs  are  lower 
(p.  687).  B 
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English  "Mews. 

Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting-  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 

Brevities. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  British  Dental  Association  is 
to  be  held  in  the  Old  Town  Hall,  Cardiff,  from  May  18  to  21. 

The  British  Homoeopathic  Association  has  taken  a  lease 
of  the  house  43  Russell  Square,  W.C.,  as  its  headquarters. 

A  photographic  exhibition  is  being  held  at  the  offices  of 
the  "  Tribune  "  newspaper,  London.  The  exhibits  are  both 
■of  apparatus  and  photographs. 

At  Thames  Police  Court  on  May  1,  Samuel  Cohen,  a 
Russian  subject-living  in  St.  George's  East,  was  fined  198/., 
•or  six  months'  imprisonment  in  default,  for  harbouring 
•626  oz.  of  saccharin  on  which  duty  had  not  been  paid. 

Judgment  for  5/.  penalty  and  costs  was  obtained  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  at  Wandsworth  County  Court,  on 
April  22,  in  an  action  brought  agafn'st  an  unqualified 
assistant  named  Beard,  who  sold  white  precipitate  in  the 
shop  of  Messrs.  Durbin  Brothers,  106  High  Street,  Wands- 
worth. 

At  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  April  25,  Albert  Wortley, 
a  goldsmith  and  metal-refiner,  was  remanded  on  a  charge  of 
breaking  into  the  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Baird  &  Tatlock,  in 
Cross  Street,  Hatton  Garden,  and  stealing  platinum,  etc., 
to  the  value  of  306/.  It  is  alleged  that  Wortley  sold  49  oz. 
of  platinum  to  a  dealer  named  Fenigstein  at  41.  10*.  an  ounce. 

At  Kingston-on-Thames  on  April  25,  Herbert  Car- 
penter, of  42  Cheapside,  E.C.,  and  of  23  Brunswick  Square, 
W.C.,  was  committed  for  trial  on  charges  of  obtaining 
3/.  6s.  9d.  from  Mr.  John  Chapman,  chemist  and  druggist, 
High  Street,  Esher,  and  1/.  19s.  9c?.,  from  Mr.  Charles 
Batty,  of  Messrs.  Vernon  &  Batty,  chemists,  Brighton 
Road,  Surbiton,  by  means  of  worthless  cheques. 

Mr.  Richard  Winfrey,  M.P.,  appeared  at  Bow  Street 
Police  Court  on  April  30  as  a  witness  for  the  defence  in  a 
■  case  of  alleged  assault.  A  Mrs.  Meredith,  of  Bisley,  went 
to  the  demonstration  of  the  National  Land  and  Housing 
Committee  at  Drury  Lane  on  April  20,  and  wished  to  move 
an  amendment.  Mr.  Winfrey  was  deputed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  meeting  to  dissuade  the  lady  from  speaking.  In 
this  he  thought  he  was  successful,  but  the  lady  complained 
of  being  subsequently  "forcibly  attacked"  by  two  other 
gentlemen  on  the  platform,  whom  she  summoned.  After 
hearing  both  sides,  the  Magistrate  said  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  discourtesy  even,  and  dismissed  the  summonses. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Marylebone  Borough  Council  on 
April  25.  the  question  of  the  position  of  Dr.  Wynter  Blyth, 
the  public  analyst  and  medical  officer  of  health,  and  his 
private  practice  was  discussed.  Mr.  John  Lewis,  a  member 
of  the  Council,  had  written  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
protesting  against  the  creation  of  an  assistant  medical 
officer,  and  pointing  out  that  Di\  Wynter  Blyth  had  a  large 
private  practice  as  an  analyst,  which  militated  against  his 
public  duties.  The  Local  Government  Board  wrote  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  on  the  subject,  and  a  reply  was 
sent  to  the  effect  that  St.  Marylebone  has  received  full  value 
for  any  expenditure  on  analyses  during  that  period,  and 
that  the  Council  are  satisfied  as  to  the  absolute  integrity  of 
their  medical  officer  of  health  and  public  analyst.  The 
Council  confirmed  the  action  of  the  committee  in  the  matter. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Examination. 
The  following  candidates  have  been  granted  the  certifi- 
cate of  quaiincation  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary 
in  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines  :  G.  BaJdeley 
M.  Bohm,  J.  Brunskill,  G.  E.  Bunn,  E.  V.  Clieve,  C.  E. 
Collyer,  M.  Crookes,  T.  M.  Davies,  H.  H.  Dean.  A.  W. 
Edge,  C.  L.  Fiddian,  E.  A.  Greaves,  L.  Grimmo,S.  Haddow, 
A.  F.  Harker,  L.  R.  Harvey,  D.  L.  Hender,  G.  Horniblow 

D.  E.  Jones,  A.  Kay,  M.  Liddell,  E.  Llewellen,  C.  R.  Marsh 

E.  A.  Milner,  E.  A.  Mitchell,  A.  M.  Orchard,  V.  M.  E 
Parkin,  G.  E.  M.  Pixell,  A.  M.  Richardson,  J.  M.  Ross, 
E.  Scholes,  W.  C.  Smith,  I.  M.  Spencer,  G.  Ward,  I.  Wil- 
liams, E.  P.  Willis,  M.  B.  Wolseley,  V.  Wood,  and  H.  C.  I. 
Young. 


Institute  of  Chemistry. 

Of  seven  candidates  who  entered  for  the  Intermediate 
examination  in  April,  three  passed — viz.,  Eric  Hayward, 
Herbert  Mansfield,  B.Sc.(Lond.),  and  C.  J.  H.  Stock, 
B.Sc.(Dunelm).  In  the  Final  examination  for  A.I.C.,  of 
three  candidates  examined  in  mineral  chemistry,  two 
passed — viz.,  F.  W.  Foreman  and  Robert  Gillespie 
A.R.C.Sc.(Lond.) ;  of  three  in  metallurgical  chemistry,  two 
passed — viz.,  Edward  Cahen,  A.R.C.Sc.(Lond.),  and  C.  A. 
Wonham,  B.Sc.(Lond.)  ;  of  six  in  organic  chemistrv,  five 
passed— viz.,  E.  R.  Chrvstall.  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  P.  A.  House- 
man, Ph.D.(Wurzburg),vEdward  Jones,  B.Sc.(Wales),  F.  G. 
Shepheard,  B.Sc.(Lond.),  A.R,C.Sc.(Lond.),  and  J.  M. 
Weir,  M.A.,  B.Sc. (St.  Andrews) ;  and  of  six  in  the  analysis 
of  food  and  drugs  and  of  water  (including  therapeutics, 
pharmacology,  and  microscopv).  the  following  three  passed  : 
W.  M.  Seaber,  B.Sc.(Lond!),  H.  L.  Smith,  B.Sc.(Man- 
chester),  and  J.  H.  Totton,  B.A.,  B.Sc.(R.U.L). 

Chemists'  Licences. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Middlesex  County  Licensing  Com- 
mittee on  April  26,  an  application  for  a  licence  for  the  sale 
of  medicated  wines  was  heard.  Sir  Ralph  Littler  (Chair- 
man) said  the  committee  had  thought  these  chemists' 
licences  were  unsatisfactory.  There  were  some  women  who 
would  not  go  to  a  public-house,  or  to  a  wine-merchant's,  but 
did  not  mind  a  chemist's.  It  was  never  a  case  of  life  and 
death,  and  there  were  plenty  of  places  where  medicated 
wines  could  be  got.  Ultimately  the  licence  was  granted, 
subject  to  no  wines  being  sold  except  on  a  doctor's  prescrip- 
tion, and  that  prescription  was  not  to  be  more  than  a  year 
old. 

Ethyl-chloride  Anaesthesia. 

Before  taking  evidence  at  Southwark  Coroner's  Court 
on  April  27,  in  regard  to  John  Thomas  Harman  (9),  who 
died  under  an  anaesthetic  at  Guy's  Hospital,  the  Coroner 
said  that  the  anaesthetic  used  in  the  case  was  ethyl  chloride. 
Since  1895  it  had  become  general  as  applied  to  dental  opera- 
tions. He  knew  of  twenty-two  fatalities  altogether,  and  in 
that  court  he  had  held  four  inquests  following  deaths  from 
the  application  of  this  particular  amesthetic. — Christian 
Hugo  Rippman,  clinical  assistant  at  Guy's  Hospital,  said 
there  was  administered  to  deceased  3  c.c.  of  ethyl  chloride. 
The  operation  was  for  appendicitis.  Deaths  under  ethyl 
chloride  were  1  per  3,000,  but  there  were  fewer  under  ether, 
and  still  fewer  under  chloroform.  The  reason  why  ethyl 
chloride  was  administered  was  because  it  was  a  short  opera- 
tion.— Robert  Davis  Collins,  house  physician,  agreed  with 
the  preceding  witness  that  3  c.c.  was  a  careful  dose.  The 
direct  cause  of  death  was  poisoning  from  ethyl  chloride,  but 
the  poor  condtion  of  the  child  had  a  serious  effect. — The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  death  by  misadventure,  and  attached 
no  blame  to  the  medical  authorities. 

Drugs  in  the  City. 

Dr.  Collingridge,  the  medical  officer  of  health  for  the 
City  of  London,  in  his  annual  report  states  that  of  the  forty- 
seven  samples  of  drugs  taken  during  the  past  twelve  months 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  five,  or  10.6  per 
cent.,  were  adulterated  or  not  up  to  the  standard.  The 
samples  reported  against  were  two  of  purified  cream  of  tartar 
and  three  of  iron  pills.  In  the  case  of  the  cream  of  tartar 
one  was  certified  to  contain  1.75  and  the  other  1.22  grain 
of  lead  per  lb.  In  the  first  instance  the  sample  was  taken 
informally  and  no  proceedings  could  be  instituted,  but  in 
the  second  the  vendor  was  fined  5/.  and  17s.  6d.  expenses. 
In  regard  to  the  iron  pills,  one  contained  no  ferrous  car- 
bonate, and  the  other  two  were  deficient  in  that  ingredient 
to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent,  and  50  per  cent,  respectively. 
One  of  the  vendors  was  cautioned,  and  no  action  could  be 
taken  in  reference  to  the  other  two  samples  as  they  were 
taken  informally.  In  conclusion,  the  report  says  that 
many  drugs  in  common  use  are  liable  to  deteriorate  with 
age,  and  chemists,  therefore,  should  be  careful  to  see  to  the 
conditions  of  their  stock  of  such  preparations.  Other  drugs 
purchased  by  them  for  making  up  prescriptions  may  contain 
injurious  metallic  impurities  ;  they  should,  therefore,  take 
steps  to  insure  the  entire  absence  of  such  contamination 
from  all  materials  they  may  be  asked  for  by  their  customers. 
Cricket. 

The  "  Barronetta  "  C.C.  (Messrs.  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.) 
has  issued  its  card  for  the  season.    It  shows  that  all  dates 
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are  occupied  from  May  4  to  September  14  except  July  13. 
The  season  begins  on  May  4  with  the  League  match,  May  & 
Baker's  CO.  being  the  club's  opponents.  Mr.  C.  T.  Salari 
is  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  Leicester  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  turned  out  on 
April  25  for  cricket  (Captain  v.  Vice-Captain),  but  the  match 
had  to  be  abandoned  owing  to  the  heavy  rain. 

Is  it  Worth  While  ? 

As  stated  in  last  week's  issue  (p.  606),  the  Co-operative 
Guildswomen  of  Yorkshire  are  advocating  medical  aid ; 
but  already  some  societies,  like  Huddersfield  and 
Stockton,  have  the  co-operative  chemist.  The  latter 
society  commenced  the  quarter  with  stocks  amounting  to 
851?.,  and  goods  to  the  value  of  2571.  were  purchased  during 
the  period.  The  distributive  expenses  were  811.,  and  the 
net  profit  was  Is.  10fc?.  in  the  pound  on  the  sales,  which 
amounted  to  314?.  "  Evidently  the  chemist's  business 
requires  a  heavy  stock,"  comments  the  "  Co-operative 
News,"  "  compared  with  the  turnover." 

The  Importance  of  Opening  Early. 

At  a  meeting  of  Blackburn  tradesmen  last  week,  Mr. 
A.  P.  Garland,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  King  William 
Street,  reported  that  he  was  one  of  a  deputation  which  had 
waited  on  the  railway  authorities  with  a  view  to  securing  a 
better  service  for  the  delivery  of  parcels  at  Blackburn.  It 
was  suggested  that  some  parcels  could  not  be  delivered 
because  shops  did  not  open  in  reasonable  time,  but  the 
deputation  pointed  out  that  most  shops  opened  at  8.30  a.m. 
Subsequently  it  was  agreed  that  an  extra  van  should  be 
obtained  for  an  early  delivery  of  parcels  to  shops  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  and  he  suggested  that  tradesmen  should 
assist  the  railway  company  by  opening  their  shops  by  about 
8.30  a.m. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

An  interesting  demonstration  on  chemical  analysis  of 
metals  by  electricity  (rotating  electrodes)  was  given  at  the 
Technical  School  last  week  by  Dr.  T.  Slater  Price. 

The  late  Mr.  Joshua  Williams,  who  a  few  years  ago  gave 
to  the  University  his  Edgbaston  house  as  a  students'  hostel, 
left  a  fortune  of  60,000?.  Under  his  will  Sir  James  Sawyer's 
children  get  2,000/.,  and  Mr.  Harry  Sawyer,  chemist, 
Carlisle,  is  left  1,000?. 

The  account  in  the  "  Post  "  of  the  work  of  the  hospitals, 
which  could  well  be  done  through  the  channels  of  phar- 
macy, must  have  caused  a  deep  sigh  in  the  breast  of  the 
retail  chemist.  There  is  no  doubt,  as  the  report  hints,  that 
much  of  their  work  is  bestowed  upon  people  who  could  well 
afford  to  pay  both  medical  man  and  dispenser.  According 
to  the  published  figures,  one  out  of  every  two  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Birmingham  sought  either  in-patient  or  out-patient 
medical  relief  during  the  past  year. 

The  herbalists,  who  have  formed  a  society  for  promot- 
ing "combination,  enthusiasm,  and  education,"  had  a 
dinner  on  Wednesday,  April  24,  at  the  Acorn  Hotel,  when 
Mr.  H.  R.  Blunt,  pharmacist,  gave  a  speech  recommending 
the  above  objects.  Mr.  C.  Burden  mentioned  that  the 
National  Association  of  Medical  Herbalists  contemplates 
the  formation  of  a  college,  and  there  are  at  present  at 
Indiana,  America,  several  gentlemen  who  are  being  trained 
with  the  idea  of  coming  back  to  England  to  give  the  best 
education  in  medical  botany.  Mr.  S.  H.  Blunt  proposed  a 
toast,  in  reply  to  which  Mr.  J.  H.  Daniels  referred  to  cases 
where  herbalists  had  cured  patients  who  had  been  declared 
so  seriously  afflicted  "that  amputation  alone  would  stave 
off  death." 

The  "Birmingham  Mail  "  has  since  devoted  a  column  to 
Birmingham's  growing  interest  in  Nature's  remedies,  and 
mentions  Mr.  H.  R.  Blunt's  remarks  about  the  claims  of 
the  herbalist  to  the  notice  of  the  medicine-loving  public. 
There  appears  to  be  a  greater  call  for  herbs  in  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  than  in  the  Midlands. 

Contracts. 

The  Paddington  Borough  Council  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co.  for  the  three  years' 
supply  of  disinfectants  at  a  schedule  of  prices. 

The  Blackpool  Town  Council  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Mr.  F.  Boothroyd,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Blackpool, 
for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  the  Sanatorium  for  a  year. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  on 


April  27,  it  was  agreed  that,  in  view  of  recent  letters  from 
the  Local  Government  Board  suggesting  that  fresh  tenders 
should  be  obtained  for  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries,  instead 
of  extending  the  present  contracts,  the  contractors  who  are 
now  supplying  goods  should  do  so  until  new  contracts  can  be 
entered  into. 

East  Anglian  Notes. 

In  a  case  of  attempted  suicide  at  Norwich,  the  manager 
of  one  of  Messrs.  Boots'  shops,  giving  evidence  before  the 
Magistrates,  stated  he  supplied  prisoner  with  2  oz.  tinct. 
opii  for  6(1.  on  the  representation  that  it  was  medically 
ordered. 

Diphtheria  has  been  a  source  of  trouble  in  a  little  Norfolk 
village.  One  good  woman  determined  to  take  no  risks,  so 
tied  a  string  bearing  nine  knots  around  her  child's  neck 
"to  keep  off  the  disease."  This  is  the  type  of  individual 
who  has  no  use  for  disinfectants. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  most  chemists  in  agricultural 
districts  receive  requests  from  farmers  and  others  to  pre- 
pare for  them  poisoned  grain.  Despite  the  prohibitive  Act, 
it  is  difficult  to  convince  the  bucolic  mind  of  the  enormity  of 
such  procedure.  Conscientious  craftsmen  may  find  their 
hands  strengthened  by  drawing  the  attention  of  these 
troublesome  customers  to  the  fact  that  on  Monday  last  at 
Fakenham  three  farmers  and  a  vermin-killer  were  fined 
various  sums  for  laying  such  grain  or  causing  same  to  be 
laid. 

"  M.B."  and  "M.P.S." 

At  Hyde  Police  Court  on  April  29,  Charles  William 
Dawson  was  summoned  for  having  unlawfully  pretended  to 
be  a  Bachelor  of  Medicine.  It  was  stated  that  defendant 
addressed  crowds  of  people  in  the  market-place  and  dis- 
tributed slips  on  which  he  described  himself  as  "M.B." 
and  "  M.P.S."  The  Medical  Register  of  1906  showed  he 
was  not  registered.  A  lady  consulted  him  for  indigestion, 
but  he  said  it  was  not  indigestion  at  all.  She  paid  him  a 
guinea  for  two  boxes  of  pills  and  a  prescription,  which 
read  as  follows  : 

Tincture  of  gentian    2  dr. 

Bicarbonate  of  soda    2  dr. 

Sal  volatile  3  dr. 

Infusion  of  calumba    8  oz. 

One  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. 
Defendant  did  not  appear,   and  the   Bench  imposed  a 
penalty  of  5?.  in  each  of  three  cases,  also  allowing  three 
guineas  costs. 

Liverpool  Notes. 

Retail  business  in  the  City  and  in  the  adjacent  munici- 
palities of  Bootle  and  Birkenhead  is  reported  as  rather 
wanting  in  tone,  particularly  in  what  the  American 
designates  "prescription  business." 

A  very  neat  and  up-to-date  branch  pharmacy  has  been 
opened  in  Oriel  Road,  Bootle  (close  by  the  Town  Hall),  by 
Mr.  T.  H.  Swinton,  of  Irlam  Road.  Mr.  Swinton  is  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  his  Masonic  Lodge  for  the  year,  and  also 
a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Chemists'  Association,  in 
both  of  which  he  has  many  well-wishers. 

On  April  24  the  captain  of  a  Leyland  liner,  whose  ship 
was  lying  in  the  Mersey,  was  found  dead  in  his  cabin.  It 
was  proved  at  the  inquest  that  he  had  been  taking  a  chloral 
mixture  prescribed  by  a  Boston  doctor  as  a  sedative  for 
sleeplessness  ;  otherwise  he  was  in  excellent  health  and  in 
the  prime  of  life.  The  medical  evidence  went  to  show  that 
the  fatal  dose  was  of  quite  an  ordinary  character,  and  but 
for  the  well-known  cumulative  potency  of  chloral  hydrate 
would  have  been  perfectly  safe. 

The  daffodil  season  is  reflected  in  the  colour  of  the 
majority  of  the  chemists'  windows,  in  which  the  "  greenery - 
yellery  "  tint  is  prevalent.  Sulphur  in  all  its  forms  and 
combinations  is  the  ruling  theme  of  these  displays,  and 
some  quite  artistic  effects  are  produced.  Prominence  is 
given  to  some  of  the  latest  aesthetic  improvements  on  the 
crude  methods  of  Dotheboys  Hall,  the  latest  arrival 
being  the  "  brimstone-and-treacle  lozenge."  Notwith- 
standing the  evident  popularity  of  these  new  arrivals,  the 
wholesalers  report  no  diminution  in  their  sales  of  the  vener- 
able sulphur,  sublim. 

Certain  newspapers  have  been  working  up  a  scare  by  the 
reported  adulteration  (in  France)  of  flour  with  talc.  It 
has  also  been  stated  that  a  cargo  of  a  thousand  tons  was  on 
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the  way  to  Liverpool  presumably  for  a  similar  purpose.  I 
Such  alarmist  statements  have  brought  forth  a  vigorous  I 
protest  from  Messrs.  Geo.  G.  Blackwell,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
of  the  Albany,  Liverpool,  who,  in  writing  to  the  "  Post  and 
Mercury,"  state  that,  as  pioneers  of  the  talc-trade  and 
discoverers  of  its  suitability  for  the  arts  and  industries 
some  thirty  years  ago,  they  have  never  heard  of  its  being 
employed  for  the  adulteration  of  flour.  So  far  as  England 
is  concerned,  such  allegations  are  absolutely  unfounded. 
The  reporters  seem  to  have  been  unaware  of  the  fact  that 
talc  is  largely  used  among  the  chemical,  textile,  and  other 
trades,  where  the  material  has  been  found  particularly 
suitable. 

Fires. 

A  factory  of  two  floors  at  54a  Sutton  Street,  London,  E., 
belonging  to  Mr.  Solomon  Sadur.  manufacturing  chemist, 
was  badly  damaged  by  fire  on  April  29. 

On  April  26  fire  broke  out  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  H.  G. 
Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  the  corner  of  Fitzwilliam 
Street,  Sheffield ;  but  the  fire-brigade  was  promptly  on  the 
scene,  and  the  outbreak  was  extinguished  before  any  serious 
damage  was  done. 

An  outbreak  of  fire  occurred  on  April  26  at  the  premises 
of  Messrs.  Blackwell,  Hayes  &  Co.,  analytical  and  whole- 
sale chemists,  Moor  Street,  Birmingham.  The  contents  of 
a  disintegrator  by  some  means  became  fired  and  caused  some 
alarm,  but  the  employes  had  practically  extinguished  the 
flames  before  the  fire-brigade  (which  had  been  telephoned 
for)  arrived.    The  damage  done  was  slight. 

Alleged  Poisoning. 

At  Croydon,  on  April  29,  Richard  Brinkley  (53)  was 
-charged  with  the  murder  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beck  and  the 
attempted  murder  of  two  other  persons  by  cyanide-poison- 
ing. Evidence  was  given  by  Arthur  Vale,  who  said  he  was 
an  assistant  to  his  father,  "  a  consultant  on  the  diseases  of 
feathered  animals  and  a  dispenser  of  medicines,"  at  Tower 
House,  Manor  Road,  South  Norwood.  Witness  had  known 
the  prisoner  for  some  years,  and  last  June  prisoner  asked 
him  for  some  prussic  acid  to  poison  a  dog.  Witness  referred 
prisoner  to  his  (witness's)  father.  Subsequently  William 
Vale,  who  said  he  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Zoological  Society  and 
a  dispenser  of  medicines,  deposed  to  giving  prisoner  about 
1  dr.  of  prussic  acid,  in  a  bottle  labelled  "Tincture  of 
'Opium — Poison,"  in  June  last.  A  few  weeks  after  prisoner 
told  him  he  had  spilled  the  prussic  acid,  and  witness  gave 
him  about  the  same  quantity  again.  The  prussic  acid  was 
'kept  in  witness's  private  office.  It  was  clearly  labelled,  but 
the  bottle  was  wrapped  up  to  keep  the  contents  from  the 
light  and  was  stored  in  a  high  cupboard.  Prisoner  had  been 
in  witness's  private  office,  and  Arthur  Vale,  recalled,  remem- 
bered prisoner  being  left  alone  in  the  office  on  one  occasion 
while  he  obtained  some  pills  that  Brinkley  had  asked  for. 
The  hearing  was  adjourned. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

Mr.  Percy  Carr,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  appointed 
to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ecclesall  Conservative 
Association. 

Writing  home  to  a  friend  here,  a  Sheffielder  who  is  gold- 
mining  in  Australia  remarks  on  the  superior  type  of  men 
employed  there,  quoting  as  an  example  the  fact  that  his 
next-door  neighbour  is  a  qualified  chemist  and  a  member  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

Lead  in  Aerated  Water. 

At  an  inquest  in  Manchester  on  April  29,  on  Mrs.  Mary 
Kornovsky,  the  evidence  showed  that  she  had  been  drink- 
ing aerated  water  from  a  soda-water  machine.  A  sample  of 
the  water  was  found  to  contain  7  grains  of  lead  per  gal. 
Dr.  Helm  pointed  out  that,  although  lead  piping  could  never 
be  safely  used  in  these  soda-water  fountains,  they  were 
commonly  in  use  throughout  working-class  districts.  It 
was  the  action  of  the  carbonic-acid  gas  which  dissolved  the 
lead.  In  their  verdict  of  death  from  lead-poisoning,  the 
jury  declared  that  all  machines  of  that  kind  should  be  in- 
spected. 

Regarding  this  case  a  Salford  firm  states  that  although 
cheap  apparatus,  costing  a  few  pounds  and  made  for  the 
most  part  of  lead,  must  of  necessity  be  a  source  of  danger 
to  the  public,  the  soda-fountains  such  as  are  installed  by 
pharmacists  are  of  a  very  different  kind. 


3risb  IRews* 

Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting:  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Poisons  B.ll  Activity. 

The  Roscommon  Sheep-breeders'  Association  are  to  offer 
to  give  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  to  which  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  will  be  committed.  This  trans- 
pired at  a  meeting  of  the  Association  on  April  19. 

Guardians'  Doings. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Tipperary  Board  of  Guardians  a 
letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  stating 
that  they  were  unable  to  approve  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  for  supplying  medicines 
to  the  Union  for  the  current  year,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  better  terms  were  offered  to  the  Guardians  by 
Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool.  It  was  decided  to  ask 
Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  if  they  could  see  their  way  to 
supply  the  medicine  at  a  greater  percentage  off  the  pre- 
scribed lists,  so  as  to  come  nearer  the  terms  offered  by  the 
English  firm. 

Irish  International  Exhibition. 
The  preparations  for  opening  this  exhibition  at  Herbert 
Park,  Dublin,  on  Saturday  are  being  hurried  along,  and 
already  a  preliminary  look  round  has  been  afforded  to  Press 
representatives.  The  various  sections  into  which  the  exhibi- 
tion is  divided  are  the  Machinery  hall,  the  Canadian  section, 
the  Palace  of  Industry,  the  Central  hall,  the  Palace  of  Fine 
Arts,  and  the  Historical  section.  We  notice  that  Messrs. 
Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson,  Ltd.,  have  a  perfume- 
display  in  the  Central  hall,  and  that  one  of  the  attendants  is 
an  Irish-speaking  girl.  There  are  two  entrances  to  the 
exhibition,  one  at  Ballsbridge  and  the  other  at  Morehamp- 
ton  Road,  Donnybrook. 


The  Coventry  Dispensary  dispute  has  assumed  a  new  phase. 
The  committee  have  advertised  for  three  doctors,  one  of  whom 
must  be  a  lady  practitioner. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Pearson,  general  manager  to  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  distributed  on  May  1  to  thirteen  members 
of  the  works  staff  at  Dartford  cash  prizes  for  original  ideas. 
Seven  of  the  winners  were  ladies. 

In  the  Far  East. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders in  Watkins,  Ltd.,  was  held  at  Hong-Kong  on 
March  30,  Mr.  G.  A.  Watkins  presiding.  In  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  managers'  report  and  accounts,  the  Chairman 
said  the  past  year  had  been  a  lean  one,  but  there  had  been 
substantial  amounts  written  off  assets.  During  the  year  a 
profit  of  $9,596.10  had  been  made;  salaries  and  wages  had 
been  reduced  by  $5,000,  charges  account  by  $5,000,  and 
sterling  liabilities  were  $6,000  less  than  last  year.  According 
to  the  report  the  available  total  was  $9,985.56.  This  the 
general  managers  found  it  necessary  to  allocate  to  meet  in- 
terest on  mortgage  and  loans  (2.9917.  13s.);  depreciation 
($5,750.23),  and  the  balance  ($1,244.20)  as  a  reserve  against 
unforeseen  losses  on  debts  carried  forward  as  good.  The 
report  and  accounts  were  adopted. 

In  the  Olden  Times. — A  writer  in  a  North  Country  paper 
in  recording  the  death  of  an  old  resident  of  Maryport — Peggy 
Grierson  by  name — recalls  the  fact  that  her  father  and  mother 
were  among  the  earliest  inhabitants  of  the  town: 

Tommy  or  Tarn  (he  was  of  Scotch  descent)  Grierson,  in 
company  with  his  wife,  Nelly,  kept  a  little  druggist's  shop 
in  King  Street.    As,  however,  in  those  days,  drugs  were 
in  little  demand,  he  worked  on  the  harbour  hopper  during 
the  day  to  assist  him  in  gaining  a  livelihood.    When  Tam 
was  away  from  the  shop  Nelly  attended  to  the  customers, 
and,  having  only  a  limited  knowledge  of  drugs,  had  to  take 
down  the  bottles  one  by  one  and.  taking  out  the  stoppers, 
smell  and  taste  each  in  turn,  to  be  certain  of  serving  that 
for  which  she  was  asked.    Tincture  of  rhubarb,  essence  of 
senna,  castor  oil,  and  what  not,  she  had  to  take  a  sip  from 
some  two  dozen  bottles  in  order  to  be  sure  of  dispensing  the 
right  article,  and  as  she  reached  down  and  tasted  each  bottle 
in  turn  she  would  turn  to  the  expectant  and  waiting 
customer  and  ejaculate,  "  That's  nay  it."    It  may  be  added 
that  her  internal  economy,  long  used  to  such  violent  treat- 
ment, ceased  to  rebel,  the  compound  of  drugs  that  she  daily 
swallowed  having  not  the  slightest  effect  upon  old  Nelly. 
The  writer  then  contrasts  the  old  woman  dispensing  drugs 
by  ruling  of  the  thumb  and  the  "  body  of  highly  scientifio 
gentlemen,  who  appear  to  take  all  knowledge  for  their  pro- 
vince, and  who  are,  in  fact,  a  profession  of  all  the  talents"  of 
the  present  day. 
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Aberdeen. 

Mr.  J.  R.  McHattie,  chemist  and  druggist,  Torphins, 
was,  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Torphins  Bowling, 
■Golf,  and  Lawn-tennis  Club,  appointed  Assistant-Secretary 
to  the  Golf  Section. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Aberdeen  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  on  May  1,  a  scholarship  of  the  value  of 
11.  7.5.  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Arthur  Downie,  106  Leadside 
Road,  Aberdeen,  which  entitles  him  to  attend  the  pharmacy 
classes  at  Robert  Gordon's  College  free.  Mr.  Downie 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Wm.  Giles,  Crown 
Street. 

Edinburgh. 

Household  ammonia  and  borax  are  selling  well  in  certain 
districts,  thanks  to  the  spring-cleaning  passion. 

There  have  been  several  cases  of  dog-poisoning  by 
strychnine,  and  the  police  are  making  inquiries  at  the 
chemists'  shops  regarding  sales  of  this  poison. 

Play  for  the  "Dick"  monthly  challenge  medal  of  the 
Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Golf  Club  was  engaged  in  over  the 
Braid  Hills  course  last  week,  when  Mr.  J.  Manson,  with  a 
-score  of  seventy-one  net,  proved  to  be  the  winner. 

In  the  special  number  of  the  "  Studio,"  just  published, 
■which  is  devoted  to  the  history  of  the  Royal  Scottish 
Academy,  acknowledgment  is  made  to  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott, 
F.R.S.E.,  for  permission  to  reproduce — among  forty 
examples  in  facsimile  colours  of  works  of  past  and  present 
academicians  and  associates — a  very  fine  picture  by  the  late 
R.  Scott  Lauder,  R.S.A.  Acknowledgment  is  also  made  to 
Mr.  P.  McOmish  Dott,  of  Messrs.  Aitken  Dott  &  Son, 
'Edinburgh  (brother  of  the  Chairman  of  the  North  British 
©ranch),  for  much  help  given  in  the  production  of  the  hand- 
some volume.  Another  artist  of  some  pharmaceutical  in- 
terest who  is  represented  is  Mr.  J.  Coutts  Michie,  A.R.S.A., 
•whose  "  Wane  of  Sunset  "  forms  the  subject  of  an  excellent 
plate. 

Glasgow. 

With  the  advent  of  fine  weather,  the  various  brands  of 
-salines  and  health-salt  are  having  a  ready  sale. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  chemists  are  immensely 
pleased  with  the  Colonial  Number  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

Dr.  Archibald,  assistant  medical  officer  for  the  city,  has 
been  suffering  from  spotted  fever,  but  is  reported  to  be 
■recovering. 

Messrs.  Cockburn  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  have  removed 
.from  178  Trongate,  corner  of  Hutcheson  Street,  to  141 
Argyle  Street. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Degree. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  University  General  Council  on 
May  1,  Mr.  David  Buchan  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  sub-committee  on  the  pharmacy  degree  (see  this 
issue,  p.  676).  In  his  speech  he  traversed  the  grounds  of 
•the  report,  saying  that  in  this  matter  "  Pharmacy  is  knock- 
ing at  the  door  of  the  Universities."  Speaking  about  the 
differences  between  the  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  regulations 
che  said  : 

Part  of  the  requirement  of  obtaining  the  degree  in 
Glasgow  is  that  the  candidate  must  be  a  registered  chemist 
and  druggist,  but  how  he  is  to  be  instructed  in  the  technical 
matters  of  his  profession  does  not  appear  from  the  ordin- 
ance, and  the  University  of  Glasgow  does  not  appear  to  be 
-committed  to  give  any  such  instruction.  In  the  Edinburgh 
draft-ordinance  the  degree  is  allied  to  the  medical  and  not 
to  the  science  side  of  instruction.  The  committee  thought 
this  the  better  course.  A  matter  like  this  involved  the  con- 
sideration whether  or  not  the  University  is  going  to  under- 
take practical  instruction  in  the  applied  subjects  or  whether 
they  will  make  some  arrangement,  as  had  been  done  in 
engineering  a  large  part  of  the  technical  instruction  in 
which  is  given  in  the  Heriot-Watt  College.  In  the  mean-  ] 
time  they  recommended  the  Council  to  approve  of  the  draft- 
ordinance  generally,  and  to  ask  the  University  Court  to 
consider  the  points  raised  in  the  report. 

'-Sir  Andrew  Mure  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unani- 
mously approved  of. 


tfrencb  iRews, 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


M.  Calmette,  Director  of  the  Pasteur  Institute  at 
Lille,  has  just  published  a  12f.  volume  on  "Venoms" 
(venomous  animals  and  antivenomous  serotherapy),  a  neat 
octavo  illustrated  with  125  diagrams. 

Popular  in  Life  ;  Munificent  in  Death. — French 
pharmacy  has  sustained  a  loss  by  the  death,  which  occurred 
last  week,  of  a  good  man  in  the  person  of  M.  Negre,  phar- 
macien,  at  Decazeville,  where  he  had  been  Mayor  for  many 
years.  He  was  a  popular  and  well-known  figure  in  the 
large  colliery  district  in  which  he  resided,  and  his  will  shows 
that  he  has  left  handsome  legacies  to  the  town.  He  be- 
queathed 30,000f.  (1.200/.)  to  the  hospital  at  Decazeville, 
25,000f.  (1,000/.)  to  the  poor  of  the  town,  and  an  annuity  of 
8/.  to  be  distributed  to  the  indigent  poor  in  the  form  of 
bread  and  linen. 

Drugs  and  Food. — The  committee  appointed  by  M.  Ruau, 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  to  ensure  the  application  of  the 
French  (1905)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  so  far  as  drugs  and 
medicinal  substances  are  concerned,  includes  four  pharma- 
ceutical senators — MM.  Cesar  Duval,  Limouzain,  Lap- 
lanche,  and  Peytral — five  deputies  (Astier,  Bachimont, 
Morel,  Schmidt,  Villejean),  as  well  as  Professors  Guignard, 
Perrot,  and  Gautier,  of  the  Paris  Superior  School  of  Phar- 
macy, and  several  leading  pharmacists — M.  Vaudin  (Presi- 
dent of  the  General  Association),  MM.  Crinon,  Martin 
(President  of  the  Paris  Syndicate),  Buchet,  Fumouze,  and 
Yvon,  and  M.  Bordas,  the  analyst. 

A  Medicine-chest  Scandal. — The  trial  took  place  last 
week  at  St.  Malo  of  M.  Gousse,  the  pharmacist  of  that  town 
who  was  accused  of  supplying  defective  medicine-chests  for 
the  cod-fishing  fleet  that  sails  from  that  port  for  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland.  Details  of  the  affair  have  been  given 
in  the  C.  <£■  D.  (March  30,  p.  474).  The  Procureur  of  the 
Republic,  M.  le  Dantec,  who  appeared  to  prosecute,  spoke  in 
very  severe  terms  of  M.  Gousse's  conduct  and  accused  him 
of  "speculating  with  the  lives  of  sailors  suffering  at  sea." 
The  Procureur  also  accused  the  Fishing  Fleet  Committee  of 
Control  of  trying  to  suppress  the  scandal.  The  pharmacist 
admitted  the  charges  made  against  him  and  appeared  to 
feel  his  position  very  keenly.  His  counsel  pleaded  extenuat- 
ing circumstances  and  appealed  to  the  mercy  of  the  Court. 
Judgment  was  given  against  M.  Gousse,  and  he  was  con- 
demned to  pay  a  fine  of  5.000f.  (200/.)  as  well  as  to  undergo 
six  months'  imprisonment,  but  the  latter  part  of  the  sentence 
was  rescinded  under  the  First  Offenders  Act.  Public 
opinion  ran  rather  high  at  St.  Malo  over  the  case,  and  a 
hostile  demonstration  was  planned  against  the  pharmacist 
after  the  trial,  but  he  escaped  from  the  court  by  a  side-door 
before  judgment  was  pronounced. 

"Sabotage." — The  question  of  what  is  called  here 
"Sabotage,"  or  the  wilful  deterioration  of  goods,  machinery, 
etc.,  by  dissatisfied  employes,  has  been  much  to  the  front 
during' the  past  month,  when  many  of  the  Paris  restaurant 
and  cafe  waiters  have  been  on  strike,  as  this  class  of 
employes  are  supposed  to  have  special  opportunities  for 
deteriorating  the  articles  of  food  and  drink  they  handle. 
"Sabotage"  is  known  as  "direct  action"  by  some  of  the 
Socialists,  and  if  applied  to  pharmacy  of  course  it  becomes 
a  particularly  odious  proceeding  which  calls  for  severe 
punishment  when  detected.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  an  affair  of 
this  kind  was  reported  in  the  C.  <t-  D.  last  week.  It  is 
difficult  to  get  at  the  exact  facts  of  the  case,  as  the  proprietor 
of  the  pharmacy  at  which  it  occurred  is  anxious  to  avoid 
giving  publicity  to  an  incident  that  might  cause  him  both 
annoyance  and  loss  of  trade  if  it  were  identified  with  his 
business.  I  understand,  however,  that  the  assistant  incul- 
pated had  quarrelled  with  his  employer,  and,  being  about  to 
leave,  sophisticated  some  tinctures  by  adding  laudanum  to 
them,  but  told  the  shop-porter  what  he  had  done,  so  that 
the  pharmacist  was  able  to  destroy  the  tinctures,  little  harm 
thus  resulting.  The  public  Press  obtained  wind  of  the 
matter  and  the  case  was  reported  so  sensationally  as  to 
distort  the  facts,  hence  I  give  what  I  believe  to  be  a  correct 
versicn. 
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Hustralasian  IRews. 


New  South  Wales. 

The  Eucalypts. — "  The  Critical  Revision  of  the  Genus 
Eucalyptus,"  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Maiden,  Government  Botanist 
of  New  South  Wales,  has  now  been  extended  to  Part  8, 
which  deals  with  seven  species,  with  four  plates.  A  special 
section  is  given  on  the  limitations  of  morphology  and  the 
record  of  oil-constituents  considered  in  regard  to  the  deter- 
mination of  species  of  Eucalyptus. 

Victoria. 

Eucalyptus-embrocation. — A  noisy  discussion  on  the 
balance-sheet  of  the  Essendon  Football  Club  brought  out  the 
statement  that  201.  had  been  spent  on  eucalyptus  oil  out  of 
23/.  18s.  4c/.  for  medical  expenses,  embrocations,  and 
bandages. 

Ax  Opium-growing  Colony. — Mr.  Hansford,  a  Mel- 
bourne lawyer,  in  the  course  of  a  recent  trip,  discovered 
thousands  of  Chinese  camped  on  the  banks  of  a  river  running 
into  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria.  The  yellow  colony  seemed 
quite  happy  and  prosperous,  its  members  being  chiefly 
engaged  in  growing  opium.  It  seems  that  a  considerable 
trade  in  opium  has  been  going  on  for  some  time,  and  the 
spot  where  the  colony  was  discovered  has  been  visited  at 
regular  intervals  by  ships  bringing  Chinese  foodstuffs  in 
exchange  for  opium.  The  affair  has  caused  a  shock  in 
Australia,  and  the  immediate  expulsion  of  the  Chinese  is 
demanded. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Australasia. — The  fiftieth 
annual  report  deals  almost  entirely  with  routine  matters. 
At  the  College  of  Pharmacy  fourteen  students  entered  for 
the  pharmacy  class,  forty-eight  for  the  class  in  practical 
pharmacy  and  materia  medica  for  second-year  medical 
students,  nineteen  dental  students,  and  thirty-five  attended 
outside  the  ordinary  classes,  making  a  total  of  116.  At  the 
examinations  in  June  and  December  thirty-nine  students 
presented  themselves  and  thirteen  passed.  The  gold  medal 
presented  by  the  Council  of  the  Society  to  the  student 
obtaining  the  highest  percentage  of  marks  (not  less  than 
75  per  cent.)  at  the  December  Intermediate  examination,  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  William  A.  Rodger,  Malvern,  who  obtained 
an  average  of  83.3  per  cent.  The  pharmacy  and  herbarium 
prizes  were  not  awarded.  In  regard  to  the  Society's  jubilee, 
the  report  states  that  the  preliminary  meeting  was  held  by 
a  few  pioneers  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Croad,  in  Bourke  Street, 
early  in  1857,  and  that  a  few  of  the  pioneers  now  remain. 
Reference  was  also  made  to  the  year's  legislation  and  the 
part  taken  by  the  Society  in  regard  to  it.  The  Benevolent 
Fund  received  only  one  small  call  during  the  year,  and 
now  has  299/.  to  its  credit. 

Pharmaceutical  Jubilee. — The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Australasia  celebrates  its  jubilee  this  year,  and  the  pro- 
gramme mentioned  in  the  G.  &  D.,  April  6,  p.  511,  was 
being  carried  out  when  the  mail  left.  On  March  20,  which 
turned  out  to  be  a  cold  and  showery  day,  a  garden-party 
was  given  on  the  South  Melbourne  Cricket-ground,  incidents 
being  a  cricket-match  between  wholesale  and  retail  and  a 
bowling  match.  Nearly  a  hundred  representatives  of  the 
drug-trade — wholesale  and  retail — assembled  at  lunch,  when 
Mr.  J.  Champion  (President)  was  in  the  chair.  He  was 
supported  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Grimwade,  Mr.  Fripp,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Shillinglaw,  Mr.  Church,  and  Mr.  Bailey  (past  Presidents), 
while  the  first  members  of  the  Society  were  represented  by 
Mr.  W.  Witt  and  Mr.  McFarlane,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
present  at  the  meeting  in  1855  when  the  formation  of  the 
Society  was  first  suggested.  During  the  afternoon  at  least 
two  hundred  people  were  present,  including  about  five-and- 
twenty  of  the  staff  of  Felton,  Grimwade  &  Co.,  and  nearly 
the  same  number  from  Rocke,  Tompsitt  &  Co.,  as  well  as 
Mr.  Rawson  Francis,  of  Duerdin  &  Sainsbury,  and  some  of 
his  staff,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Potter  &  Birks,  and  others. 
On  March  22  the  students  had  a  smoking-concert.  Mr. 
McAlpine  (professor  of  botany)  was  in  the  chair,  and  at  a 
suitable  break  Mr.  W.  D.  Williams  proposed  the  toast  of 
"The  Pharmaceutical  Society."  Mr.  John  Champion 
(President  of  the  Society)  replied. 


Soutb  Hfrican  Iftews. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


Cape  Colony. 

Customs  Changes. — The  South  African  Customs  Union 
has  placed  Benger's  essence  of  rennet  under  item  36b  of  the 
tariff,  the  rate  of  duty  being  20s.  per  gal.  Other  essences 
of  rennet,  not  containing  alcohol,  come  under  item  50,  or 
25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  with  a  3  per  cent,  preference  when 
made  in  Great  Britain  or  reciprocating  States  in  the  Empire. 

Where  do  we  Stand? — The  different  opinions  on  South 
African  trade  (writes  our  Cape  representative)  given  in 
London  by  those  who  should  know  something  about  it  ,  must 
make  the  manufacturer  ask  where  he  actually  is.  While  the 
chairman  of  the  largest  banking  institution  for  South  Africa 
paints  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  immediate  future  of  the 
country,  the  chairman  of  another  prominent  bank  operating 
in  South  Africa  speaks  most  hopefully  of  the  country,  and  is 
actually  touring  the  different  States  to  acquire  knowledge 
first  hand.  Not  so  long  ago  the  American  Consul-General 
at  Cape  Town,  in  a  despatch  to  his  Government,  said  that 
business  was  rapidly  improving,  especially  the  drug-trade, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  Canadian  Government  published  a 
report  from  its  Trade  Commissioner  at  Cape  Town  painting 
the  country  as  black  as  possible  from  a  trading  point  of  view. 
The  Canadian  Commissioner  was  afterwards  withdrawn, 
and  the  gentleman  sent  out  to  take  up  the  duties  pending  the 
arrival  of  a  successor,  Mr.  W.  T.  R.  Preston,  has  had  a 
"trade  talk"  with  a  local  Press  representative.  Mr. 
Preston  takes  a  rosy  view  of  the  "  situation,"  explains  that 
the  business  morality  generally  is  good,  and  those  engaged 
in  trade  are  active  and  energetic.  "  If  South  Africa  has 
turned  the  corner,  then  where  are  my  orders ;  orders  such 
as  I  used  to  get?"  soliloquises  the  British  exporter,  and 
especially  if  he  exports  in  the  drug  lines.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  drug-trade  of  South  Africa  remains  much  the  same 
as  during  the  past  twelve  to  eighteen  months.  Many  firms 
have  ceased  to  be  actively  represented  out  there,  conse- 
quently there  is  increased  business  for  the  travellers  still 
on  the  road,  but  this  does  not  imply  that  trade  as  a  whole  is  so 
much  better,  nor  is  it  any  worse.  Two  of  the  principal  export 
London  firms  have  kept  their  men  to  the  road.  Whether  they 
have  made  or  lost  money  is  their  own  concern,  but  this 
much  is  certain  :  these  two  firms  will  be  first  to  feel  any 
increased  buying,  and  who  will  deny  them  the  fruits  of  their 
good  intentions  seeing  they  have  held  the  fort  during  a 
depressed  period  ?  American  firms,  it  is  rumoured,  will  pay 
more  attention  to  the  South  African  market  in  the  near 
future.  At  least  two  large  Transatlantic  manufacturing 
houses  have  men  on  the  spot  who  do  a  class  of  business- 
distinct  from  the  British  firms.  It  would  seem  that  the 
Americans  are  waiting  more  or  less  for  a  settlement  of  the 
tariff  anomalies;  meanwhile  they  are  pushing  specialities 
among  the  medical  men,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a 
drug-store  in  South  Africa  that  does  not  handle  the  products 
of  the  concerns  in  question.  It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated 
that  the  average  chemist  in  South  Africa  is  able  to  discharge 
any  ordinary  trade  responsibility  that  he  may  incur.  The 
percentage  of  buyers  that  would  deliberately  order,  knowing 
full  well  that  the  goods  could  not  be  paid  for,  is  smaller 
perhaps  than  in  other  country  in  the  world. 
Natal. 

A  Large  Claim. — At  Durban  Circuit  Court  on  April  6 
provisional  judgment  was  granted  in  an  application  against 
Mr.  H.  J.  Brereton,  chemist,  Durban,  for  10,247/.  10s.. 
balance  of  principal,  and  265/.  13s.  5d.  interest,  on  a  notarial 
bond  dated  March  16,  1906,  and  an  order  was  made  declaring 
the  property  executable.  The  bondholder  took  possession 
on  April  5,  and  the  business  was  closed  on  the  following  day. 

Transvaal. 

The  Late  Mr.  Skinn. — Further  particulars  of  the  early- 
death  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Skinn  (C .  d-  D.,  April  13,  p.  545)  state 
that  Mr.  Skinn  went  to  Boksburg  a  week  before  his  death 
to  look  after  Mr.  Owen  Jones's  business  during  the  latter's 
absence  in  England.  Not  feeling  well,  Mr.  Skinn  returned 
to  Johannesburg  to  consult  his  medical  adviser.  Nothing 
serious  was  anticipated,  but  he  died  suddenly  two  days 
after  (April  6).  Mr.  Skinn  was  only  thirty-eight  years  of 
age.    He  was  of  a  genial  disposition,  and  had  made  himself 
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a  general  favourite  on  the  Rand.  He  went  to  the  Transvaal 
about  fourteen  years  ago,  and  was  for  about  twelve  years 
manager  of  the  business  of  Messrs.  Turner  &  Co.  He  gave 
up  that  appointment  about  two  years  ago  to  take  up  the 
management  of  a  gold  property  in  the  Lydenburg  district. 
The  funeral  took  place  at  Johannesburg  on  April  8,  and  was 
attended  by  many  Rand  chemists  and  by  his  colleagues  on 
the  Pharmacy  Board. 

A  Chemist's  Suicide. — At  Pietersburg,  on  April  4,  con- 
siderable sensation  was  caused  by  the  suicide  of  Mr.  Robert 
Gordon,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  had  been  in  business  in 
Mare  Street  for  eight  years.  A  few  weeks  before,  Mrs. 
Gordon  died  from,  it  was  suspected,  morphine-poisoning, 
Gordon  being  found  suffering  from  the  effects  of  morphine 
himself.  An  open  verdict  was  returned  at  the  inquest  on 
Mrs.  Gordon,  but  the  police  were  afterwards  engaged  in 
further  investigations,  and  two  detectives  had  arrived  in 
town  with  warrants  for  Gordon's  arrest.  They  reached  the 
hotel  where  Gordon  was  staying,  to  find  him  dead  in  bed 
from  prussic-acid  poisoning. 


Canadian  IRem 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


The  Patent-medicine  Bill. — The  chemists  of  Canada  are 
still  up  in  arms  against  the  proposed  imposition  of  a  stamp- 
tax  on  patent  medicines,  but  the  latest  news  is  that  it  has 
been  held  over  until  next  Session  consequent  on  trade  pro- 
tests being  so  numerous. 

Belladonna-culture. — It  is  said  that  a  firm  in  New 
Brunswick  has  started  the  cultivation  of  belladonna,  and 
has  now  fifteen  acres  planted  with  the  drug.  The  produc- 
tion is  being  watched  by  farmers  in  that  district  to  see  if  it 
will  prove  a  profitable  venture  financially. 

Assignment. — At  the  request  of  Mr.  F.  X.  Gagnon, 
whose  claim  amounts  to  $246,  Felix  Paquet,  druggist, 
1194  Mount  Royal  Avenue  East,  Montreal,  has  made  an 
assignment  of  his  property.  The  assets  include  the 
premises  and  stock  of  druggists'  goods.  The  principal 
creditors  are  :  Lyman,  Knox  &  Co.  ($525)  ;  Lyman,  Sons 
&  Co.  ($244);  H.  K.  Wampole  Co.  ($253);  t.  Gauiheir 
($2,500)  ;  F.  X.  Gagnon  ($246)  ;  National  Drug  and  Chemical 
Co.,  Ltd.  ($424). 

Incendiarism  Suspected. — On  April  5  the  MacDonald 
engineering  building  at  McGill  University  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  flames  broke  out  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning,  and  caused  damage  to  the  extent  of  $600,000.  On 
April  16,  at  a  very  early  hour,  the  magnificent  building 
of  the  faculty  of  medicine  was  almost  totally  destroyed, 
causing  a  further  loss  of  $500,000.  No  cause  has  yet  been 
assigned  for  the  first  fire,  and  so  far  no  one  can  account  for 
this  second  visitation,  but  the  belief  is  entertained  that  both 
fire3  were  of  incendiary  origin. 

British  Columbia  Notes. — The  question  as  to  the 
advisability  of  dividing  British  Columbia  into  electoral 
districts  for  better  representation  on  the  Council  of  the 
B.C.  Pharmaceutical  Association  is  to  be  discussed  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association  at  Vancouver  in  June 
next. — The  Lord's  Day  Observance  Act,  which  came  into 
force  recently  throughout  Canada,  has  been  exercising  the 
minds  of  British  Columbian  chemists.  It  is  believed  that 
the  majority  will  cheerfully  take  advantage  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  and  open  their  shops  for  only  a  portion 
of  the  day,  and  then  for  the  purpose  of  selling  absolute 
necessities  only. — A  Bill  to  amend  the  Shops  Regulation 
Act  (1900),  recently  introduced  into  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature, will,  if  enacted,  limit  the  sales  of  the  drug-trade 
after  6  p.m.  on  every  day  except  Thursdays  and  Saturdays, 
and  on  Saturdays  after  9  p.m.,  and  on  each  and  every 
Thursday  after  1  p.m.  to  "medicines,  drugs,  or  medical 
appliances." — The  druggists  of  Calgary  have  met  for  the 
first  time,  and  have  drawn  up  four  clauses  embodying  their 
opinions  regarding  safeguards  necessary  to  control  the 
patent-medicine  business. — The  tax  on  commercial  travel- 
lers coming  in  from  other  provinces  and  States  will  ere  long- 
be  removed,  according  to  a  despatch  from  Victoria,  B.C. 


Colonial  ano  jforeion  IRews. 


Professor  von  Moestig,  the  eminent  Austrian  surgeon, 
was  drowned  at  Vienna  on  April  25.  Professor  Moestig, 
who  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  introduced  iodoform  into 
surgery,  and  was  the  originator  of  a  method  of  stopping 
bone-cavities  with  iodoform  after  operation. 

Japanese  International  Exhibition. — The  Japanese 
Government  has  practically  decided  to  hold  an  exhibition 
which  shall  be  in  part  international  in  Tokio  in  the  year 
1912.  A  committee  has  been  formed.  The  estimated  cost 
is  1,000,000?.,  plus  700,000?.  supplementary  expenses. 

Another  Branch. — Messrs.  H.  Roberts  &  Co.  are  opening 
a  branch  in  Naples,  which  they  expect  to  have  ready  in 
July.  This  is  their  third  pharmacy  in  Italy — Florence, 
Rome,  and  Naples.  The  latest  is  to  be  fitted  up  in  the  finest 
possible  English  style,  and  is  situated  in  the  Santa  Lucia 
quarter,  near  the  shipping. 

Short-lived. — The  law  passed  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign  medicinal  pro- 
prietaries or  specialities  into  Italy  has  been  of  short  dura- 
tion. It  is  already  revoked,  and  now,  as  before,  all  speciali- 
ties may  enter,  the  only  delays  being  the  unavoidable  ones 
of  the  Customs  and  the  railway-service. 

Trade  of  Siam. — According  to  a  Reuter  telegram  dated 
Bangkok,  April  27,  the  Customs  figures  for  1906  are  the 
largest  cn  record.  The  exports  amounted  in  value  to 
110,600,000  ticals,  an  increase  of  7,470,000  ticals  on  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  the  imports  to  76,000,000  ticals,  an  increase 
of  7,230,000  ticals.  The  approximate  value  of  the  tical  is 
Is.  bd. 

Unacceptable. — At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
German  Union  of  Pharmacists  at  Berlin  it  was  resolved 
that,  while  the  pharmacy-system  requires  reform,  the  pro- 
posals in  the  published  project,  particularly  that  regarding 
personal  concessions,  cannot  be  accepted  by  the  pharma- 
ceutical world.  A  simple  reform  can  be  far  easier  accom- 
plished on  the  basis  of  the  free  alienation  and  acquisition 
of  pharmaceutical  properties. 

Making  Radium. — -To  the  existing  uranium-factory  at 
Joachimstal  a  special  laboratory  has  been  added  for  the 
production  of  radium-salts,  and,  a  large  quantity  of 
uranium-residues  having  been  accumulated,  the  work  will 
shortly  commence.  The  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  granted 
permission  to  collect  the  radio-active  water  found  in  the 
Elias  mine  to  be  used  for  medicinal  purposes. 

In  Sweden. — The  new  Swedish  poison  law,  which  has  now 
come  into  force,  divides  the  poisonous  articles  into  two 
classes  :  (1)  Poisons  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  and 
(2)  strong  acids,  poisonous  colours,  and  other  technical  com- 
pounds of  a  poisonous  nature.  The  poisons  of  the  first  class 
must  be  stocked  by  every  pharmacy,  or  obtained  at  once 
upon  demand ;  the  sale  of  those  belonging  to  the  second  class 
is  open  to  any  trader  upon  giving  due  notice  to  the  autho- 
rities. The  Government  has  also  fixed  the  retail  prices  of 
certain  poisons  used  for  technical  and  household  purposes. 
The  Swedish  law  has  adopted  the  same  paragraph  that 
already  exists  in  the  German  poison  law,  forbidding  the 
sale  of  poison  in  beer,  wine,  or  mineral-water  bottles,  or 
other  drinking  utensils. — The  Swedish  Parliament  has 
decided  to  erect  a  State  Medical  Institute,  comprising  a 
medical  and  bacteriological  department  to  have  the  control 
and  preparation  of  therapeutic  sera,  and  a  department  for 
forensic  medicine. — The  assistants'  movement  appears  to 
be  gaining  ground  in  Sweden.  The  Union  of  Pharmaceu- 
tical Assistants  has  presented  a  petition  to  the  Government 
demanding  that  the  proposed  elaboration  of  a  new  ■pharma- 
ceutical regulation  should  be  entrusted  to  a  special  com- 
mission, in  which  assistants  are  to  have  representatives. 
The  Lower  Chamber  of  the  Parliament  passed  last  year  a 
Bill  empowering  the  Government  to  work  out  a  new  pharma- 
ceutical regulation.  This,  however,  was  thrown  out  by  the 
First  Chamber.  A  decree  setting  forth  what  is  to  be  under- 
stood as  "pharmaceutical  ware"  may  be  shortly  expected, 
as  the  definition  at  present  in  use  dates  from  1688. 
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High  Court  Cases. 

Crowx  Perfumery. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  April  27,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Warrington,  Mr.  Terrell,  K.C.,  said  he  had  a  motion 
on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs  in  the  case  of  the  Crown  Per- 
fumery Co.  v.  the  Me-Mosa  Soap  and  Perfumery  Co.  and 
others,  but  a  number  of  affidavits  had  just  been  filed  by 
the  defendants,  and  he  had  to  ask  that  the  motion  should 
stand  over  for  a  week.  It  was  a  passing-off  case. — Mr. 
Norton,  K.C.,  for  the  defendants,  said  he  did  not  think  the 
case  could  be  disposed  of  on  the  motion. — His  Lordship 
directed  the  case  to  stand  over  for  a  week. 

Cat/tiox-label  on  Plasmon. 
In-  the  King's  Bench  Division,  on  Friday,  April  26,  the  case 
of  International  Plasmon,  Ltd.,  v.  MacSymons'  Stores, 
Ltd.,  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  and  a  special  jury. 
The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  company  to  recover 
damages  for  libel  from  the  defendant  company,  who  carry 
on  business  in  Liverpool.  Defendants  admitted  publica- 
tion, but  denied  malice  and  special  damage.  Mr.  M.  Shear- 
man, K.C.,  and  Mr.  Grimwood  Mears  were  counsel  for 
plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Horridge,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  L.  Scott  repre- 
sented the  defendants. 

Mr.  Shearman,  in  opening  the  case,  said  the  action  was 
for  damages  for  libel  contained  in  a  wrapper  on  goods,  and 
he  should  submit  that  this  was  a  case  of  malignant  malice 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants.  •  Plaintiffs  are  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  well-known  article  of  diet  described  under 
the  name  of  Plasmon.  It  is  an  article  which  has  very  great 
nourishing  properties,  and  is  recommended  by  medical  men 
for  patients.  Plasmon  contains  all  the  tissues  or  flesh- 
making  properties  of  milk,  the  sugar  and  fat  being 
extracted,  leaving  a  white  colourless  powder,  which  is  most 
strengthening.  It  contains  some  80  per  cent,  of  proteids. 
Plasmon  cocoa,  Plasmon  oats,  and  Plasmon  biscuits  are 
among  the  flesh-forming  articles  made  by  the  plaintiffs  from 
their  invention,  and  the  sale  had  grown  yearly  until  it 
obtained  a  world-wide  notoriety.  The  defendants  con- 
duct large  stores  in  Liverpool,  and  up  to  last  year  had  been 
allowed  a  preferential  commission  of  2^  per  cent.  In  April 
of  last  year  the  plaintiffs  decided  to  treat  all  their  customers 
alike,  and  wrote  to  the  defendants,  among  others,  to  that 
effect.  Defendants  replied  protesting  against  the  rearrange- 
ment, and  stating  that  they  would  remove  the  article  from 
their  price-list  and  only  sell  it  when  asked  for.  In  the 
same  letter  the  defendants  wrote  :  "It  would  be  better 
to  let  sleeping  dogs  lie,  and  do  nothing  to  disturb  our 
present  pleasant  relations."  Defendants  suggested  that 
they  should  have  a  bonus  instead  of  the  commission,  and 
when  that  was  refused  they  placed  the  following  label  on 
the  Plasmon  goods  : 

Caution. — Sold  without  our  recommendation  or  responsi- 
bility, and  supplied  on  that  understanding. — MacSymons' 
Stores,  Ltd. 

Mr.  Horridge  said  he  wished  to  deny  that  the  defen- 
dants were  the  agents  of  the  plaintiffs  for  the  sale  of 
Plasmon.  They  simply  purchased  the  article  and  resold  it. 

Mr.  Shearman  said  he  only  meant  that  the  defendants 
were  middlemen  through  whom  the  public  obtained  the 
goods.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  person  who  drafted  the 
label  had  sailed  as  near  the  wind  as  he  possibly  could. 
To  say  that  they  were  not  going  to  be  "  responsible  "  for 
what  happened  was  the  clearest  indication  that  something 
was  going  to  happen.  No  doubt  it  would  be  suggested 
that  defendants  ought  not  to  take  responsibility  for  things 
they  knew  nothing  about,  but  when  grocers  sell  an  article 
under  a  trade  or  fancy  name  they  have  not  in  law  an  atom 
of  responsibility,  civil  or  criminal,  for  what  is  in  it.  The 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  provided  that  if  a  person 
sells  an  article  in  the  same  condition  as  that  in  which  he 
receives  it,  he  incurs  no  criminal  responsibility  unless  he 
has  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  dangerous.  In  other  words, 
an  innocent  seller  has  no  criminal  responsibility.  No  one 
knew  this  better  than  the  manager  ot  the  defendants.  If 
the  defendants  had  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  article, 
they  might  have  used  the  word   "notice,"   instead  of 


"caution."  He  would  not  suggest  that  the  damage  done 
to  the  plaintiffs  was  capable  of  mathematical  proof,  but 
they  had  to  incur  considerable  expense  in  advertis- 
ing in  and  around  Liverpool  to  counteract  the  damage 
done  by  the  defendants.  He  represented  the  case  as  an; 
attack  upon  property,  and  a  hit  below  the  belt. 

Dr.  Robert  Hutchison  was  called.  He  said  he  analysed.' 
Plasmon,  and  had  found  it  most  nutritious  and  sustaining. 
Considering  what  Plasmon  is,  he  could  not  conceive  that 
it  could  be  anything  else  than  health-sustaining.  He  fre- 
quently recommended  it  as  an  article  of  diet  for  patients. 
He  had  read  the  label  complained  of,  and  in  his  opinion 
the  words  conveyed  an  imputation,  and  would  prejudice- 
purchasers  against  the  article. 

Dr.  Passmore,  consulting  chemist  to  Plasmon,  Ltd.,  said* 
he  had  been  acquainted  with  Plasmon  as  a  food  since  1899. 
It  is  made  out  of  milk,  and  a  pound  of  it  contains  as  much 
nutrition  as  twenty-seven  pints  of  milk,  and  as  much  pro- 
tein as  in  half  a  pound  of  steak. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Bolam,  manager  of  the  plaintiff  company  since- 
April  1906,  stated  that  when  he  entered  upon  the  manage- 
ment he  discontinued  the  preferential  discounts  to  cus- 
tomers. The  profits  are  about  22J,  per  cent.  The  defendants- 
objected  to  the  preferential  discount  being  discontinued r 
and  then  placed  the  label  in  question  on  plaintiffs'  goods. 
Witness  went  to  Liverpool  and  purchased  from  the  defen- 
dants Plasmon  goods  bearing  the  label  in  question.  A  packet 
of  Grape-nuts  he  purchased  had  no  such  label.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  action  of  the  defendants  the  plaintiffs  had 
been  put  to  an  extra  cost  of  75/.  for  advertising  in  and 
around  Liverpool.  He  had  never  before  heard  of  a  grocer 
putting  a  label  of  this  kind  on  any  proprietary  article. 
Cross-examined  :  When  the  2^  per  cent,  was  taken  away 
there  was  not  the  same  inducement  to  push  an  article  of  diet. 

Mr.  Curtis,  a  bookkeeper,  stated  that  the  increase  of  sales 
of  Plasmon  in  Liverpool  in  June  1906,  az  compared  with 
June  1905,  was  only  about  5  per  cent.,  as  compared  with 
30  per  cent,  elsewhere. 

Dr.  Hughes  said  it  had  been  his  custom  to  recommend 
Plasmon  to  patients,  but  after  seeing  the  caution-label  ht» 
ceased  to  do  so. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Cooney,  manager  of  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Co., 
Liverpool,  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  use  of  the  label  in 
question  would  have  a  most  detrimental  effect  on  the  sale  o? 
Plasmon. 

This  was  the  case  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Mr.  Horridge  submitted  that  there  was  no  case  to  go  to- 
the  jury.  There  was  no  libel  on  the  plaintiffs  at  all.  The 
utmost  that  could  be  said  about  the  label  was  that  it  was  a> 
disparagement  of  goods.  As  the  defendants  sold  similar 
articles  it  was  only  natural  for  them  to  try  to  recommend 
them  in  preference  to  proprietary  articles,  as  by  so  doing 
they  made  a  larger  profit. 

His  Lordship  declined  to  withdraw  the  case  from  the  jury. 
Mr.  Horridge  then  opened  the  case  for  the  defence.  He- 
said  when  the  defendants  had  the  extra  discount  they  were 
willing  to  push  a  proprietary  article,  but  upon  its  being 
withdrawn  there  was  no  inducement  to  do  so.  Defendants 
affixed  the  label  for  their  own  protection,  and  if  the  plaintiffs- 
objected  to  it  their  proper  course  was  to  decline  to  supply 
defendants  with  further  goods.  So  far  as  he  could  see,  no 
evidence  had  been  given  of  any  special  loss.  As  a  fact,  the 
sales  had  increased. 

Mr.  Robert  MacSymon,  managing  director  of  the  de- 
fendant company,  said  the  company  manufactured  goods  as 
well  as  purchased  from  wholesale  firms.  The  label  in  ques- 
tion was  first  issued  in  October  1893,  and  was  placed  on 
certain  patent  medicines  and  proprietary  articles  not  the 
plaintiffs'.  The  label  was  prepared  under  legal  advice,  and 
was  introduced  because  the  owners  of  certain  of  these 
articles  wished  to  conduct  their  (defendants')  business 
instead  of  leaving  them  to  do  it  themselves.  It  was,  how- 
ever, discontinued,  as  a  friendly  arrangement  was  arrived' 
at.  He  preferred  to  push  his  own  goods  in  preference  to 
others,  but  was  practically  compelled  to  keep  articles  which 
are  advertised,  as  there  is  a  demand  for  them  by  the  public. 
If  they  did  not  stock  these  goods  a  customer  might  go  else- 
where and  take  his  general  order  with  him.  He  contended 
that  when  he  purchased  goods  from  manufacturers  he  could 
put  his  own  price  on  them  and  do  what  he  liked  with  them. 
Cross-examined  :  The  label  was  drafted  by  his  son  and 
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approved  by  a  solicitor.  It  was  not  used  to  damage  other 
people,  but  rather  to  benefit  his  company.  No  one  ever  com- 
plained of  the  labels,  and  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  to 
use  them  on  other  articles  in  future.  He  thought  he  was 
justified  in  using  the  label,  having  regard  to  the  statements 
on  the  tin  as  to  the  merits  of  the  articles.  He  put  no  caution- 
'label  on  either  Quaker  oats  or  Cadbury's  cocoa,  both  of 
which  he  sold.  He  admitted  that  if  the  plaintiffs  had  given 
liim  the  2£  per  cent,  rebate  again  he  would  have  removed 
the  labels. 

Evidence  having  been  given  showing  that  about  1,600 
articles  had  been  sold  with  the  label  attached  and  that  the 
■sales  had  not  decreased,  this  concluded  the  plaintiffs'  case. 

Counsel  having  addressed  the  jury,  his  Lordship  summed 
up,  and  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  plaintiffs,  saying 
there  had  been  slander  of  goods,  and  assessed  the  damages 
at  100?.  Judgment  was  entered  accordingly. 

Antiseptic  Throat-pastilles. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Saturday,  April  27,  Mr. 
Justice  Neville  had  before  him  the  action  in  which  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  of  Liverpool,  sought  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  an  alleged  passing-off  by  the  defendant 
\Mr.  Ashton,  a  retail  chemist,  of  Northampton)  of  throat- 
pastilles  as  Evans's  Antiseptic  Throat-pastilles  which 
were  not  the  pastilles  of  the  plaintiffs. — Mr.  Rutherford, 
-who  appeared  in  support  of  a  motion  for  an  interlocutory 
injunction,  said  that  defendant  was  represented  by  Mr. 
Hewitt,  who  appeared,  and  consented  to  the  motion  being 
treated  as  the  trial  of  the  action,  a  perpetual  injunction  in 
the  terms  of  the  writ,  and  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  action. — 
Mr.  Justice  Neville  made  an  order  accordingly. 

Boot  v.  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. 
The  action  by  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  against  the  individual 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  for  alleged  libel 
no  longer  appears  in  the  published  list  of  actions  set  down 
for  hearing  these  sittings,  and  we  learn  that  no  further 
proceedings  will  be  taken  in  the  matter. 


Medicine-stamp  Act,  1812. 

"Sold  Wholesale  Only  by   ." 

Before  the  Magistrates  at  Keighley  Borough  Court  on 
Thursday,  April  25,  Alderman  B.  S.  Brigg  in  the  chair, 
George  Webster  Cousins,  trading  as  G.  W.  Cousins  &  Co., 
at  116  New  Cross  Street,  Bradford,  and  described  as  a 
chemist,  drysalter,  and  maker  and  vendor  of  medicines, 
was  summoned  for  selling  unstamped  Red  Lung  Balsam,  in 
respect  to  which  proprietary  right  was  alleged  to  be  claimed. 
Mr.  F.  Dart,  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  Somerset 
House,  London,  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  Mr.  W.  S.  Helm, 
local  supervisor,  and  Mr.  A.  V.  Hammond  appeared  for 
the  respondent. 

Mr.  Dart,  in  opening  the  case,  explained  that  the  respon- 
dent, besides  carrying  on  business  at  116  New  Cross  Street, 
travels  about  the  country  in  a  cart  selling  medicines.  At 
Keighley,  on  February  21,  he  called  on  Mrs.  Jacques,  grocer, 
of  49  Devonshire  Street  West,  and  supplied  her  with  a 
bottle  of  Red  Lung  Balsam,  and  gave  her  a  showcard  adver- 
tising the  Poor  Man's  Friend.  The  name  of  the  balsam 
was  insufficient  in  itself  to  incur  liability,  Mr.  Dart  ex- 
plained, but  he  argued  that  it  was  a  proprietary  article 
because  the  label  set  forth  that  it  was  "  sold  wholesale  only 
by  G.  W.  Cousins  &  Co."  Mrs.  Jacques  had  been  told  that 
she  incurred  no  liability  by  selling  the  balsam  without  a 
stamp. 

Evidence  was  then  called,  and  Mrs.  Jacques  stated  that 
respondent  asked  her  if  she  wanted  more  Poor  Man's  Friend 
or  Red  Lung  Balsam,  and  she  had  another  bottle.  She  would 
have  sold  the  balsam  as  "  Poor  Man's  Friend,"  as  she  under- 
stood that  that  was  what  the  showcard  was  for.  She  sold 
the  medicine  by  the  ounce. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Helm,  supervisor  of  Inland  Revenue,  Keighley, 
in  the  course  of  his  evidence  stated  that  he  did  not  think 
that  the  respondent  was  a  qualified  chemist.  He  admitted 
that  respondent  has  a  local  reputation  for  a  preparation 
known  as  the  Poor  Man's  Friend,  which  is  a  stamped 
medicine.  He  considered  that  the  "Red  Lung  Balsam" 
was  liable  to  duty,  as  the  proprietary  claim  was  equal  to 
saying  "  Cousins'  Red  Lung  Balsam."    In  reply  to  Mr. 


Hammond  witness  admitted  that  one  of  the  grounds  of  lia- 
bility in  a  medicine  is  when  it  is  held  out  for  human  ailments, 
but  organs  of  the  body  are  not  so  regarded.  He  considered, 
however,  that  the  title  "  Lung  Balsam  "  indicates  that  some- 
thing is  wrong  with  the  lungs,  the  word  "  balsam  "  showing 
thatlt  is  a  cure  for  an  ailment  of  the  lungs.  Several  questions 
were  put  on  this  point,  and  witness  stated  that  he  was  not. 
aware  that  the  label  used  on  the  Red  Lung  Balsam  had  been 
passed  by  Somerset  House  as  not  coming  within  the  statute. 
He  considered  that  it  was  not  legitimate  to  sell  the  balsam 
with  the  advertisement  of  the  Poor  Man's  Friend  on  or 
about  it,  and  added  that  the  balsam  is  known  to  the  general 
public  as  the  Poor  Man's  Friend. 

Mr.  Hammond  said  this  would  be  denied. 

The  Chairman  (to  Mr.  Hammond)  :  It  is  not  the  conten- 
tion that  you  sell  Poor  Man's  Friend  in  this  bottle  ? 

Mr.  Hammond  :  No  ;  it  is  a  distinct  preparation,  and  for 
twenty-eight  years  he  has  sold  it  all  over  the  world. 

Mr.  Hammond  (to  witness)  :  You  say  that  the  public  are 
rhisled  because  wrapped  and  packed  with  the  various 
packages  there  is  a  card  containing  Poor  Man's  Friend; 
you  say  that  that  is  misleading  ?— I  do,  sir. 

I  will  try  to  show  how  fallacious  your  opinion  is.  Sup- 
posing my  client  has  delivered  a  few  gross  of  matches,  a  few 
gross  of  tapers,  and  a  few  gross  of  garden  seeds,  and  wrapped 
in  the  bundle  he  presents  to  the  customer  a  card  bearing  an 
advertisement  of  Poor  Man's  Friend,  do  you  say  that  that 
is  improper  on  his  part?— I  think  so.  That  is  the  whole 
contention.  .  ,  ' 

By  advertising  a  separate  speciality  which  is  excisable 
while  supplying  other  articles  ?  Do  you  put  your  contention 
there  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  contention. 

Re-examined,  witness  said  he  had  been  to  a  dozen  shops 
and  asked  for  Poor  Man's  Friend,  and  they  had  produced 
the  "  Red  Lung  Balsam." 

Mr.  Hammond  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  pre- 
paration was  only  declared  as  coming  "  from"  the  respon- 
dent firm.  The  respondent  was  not  set  forth  as  the  only 
maker. 

Alderman  Paget  :  There  is  the  word  "  only." 
Mr.  Hammond  :  It  says  that  it  is  sold  "  wholesale  only," 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  ordinary  retail  trade  in  6d.  and 
Is.  bottles.  This  is  an  important  point.  Mr.  Hammond 
went  on  to  say  that  no  exclusive  interest  was  here  claimed. 
He  might  himself,  if  he  liked,  put  out  a  balsam  and  call  ifc 
"  Hammond's  Lung  Balsam,"  provided  he  did  it  in  the  same 
form_that  is,  not  claiming  it  as  proprietary.  There  had  in 
this  case  been  no  intention  to  deceive  either  the  shopkeeper 
or  the  public.  If  in  ignorance  the  shopkeeper  sold  one  article 
for  another,  surely  his  client  could  not  be  held  responsible. 
Finally,  there  being  no  mention  of  any  ailment  on  the  label, 
he  contended  that  the  preparation  was  not  liable. 

The  respondent  was  then  called,  and  stated  that  he  had 
made  the  balsam  for  about  twenty  or  thirty  years,  but  up  to 
two  or  three  years  ago  he  had  called  it  Red  Cough  Balsam. 
In  consequence  of  the  regulation  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  following  the  Sanguinetti  decision,  he  had  changed 
the  title  to  Red  Lung  Balsam,  which  was  not  the  same  pre- 
paration as  the  Poor  Man's  Friend.  In  cross-examination 
Mr.  Dart  asked  :  You  say  that  Red  Lung  Balsam  simply 
refers  to  an  organ  of  the  body  ?— It  is  simply  a  portion  of 
the  body. 

Don't  you  think  I  should  take  it  to  be  beneficial  for  the 
lungs  ? — You  would  think  what  you  liked.  I  do  not  print 
it  that.  If  I  printed  it,  I  should  say  something.  But  you 
can  think  as  you  like. 

What  is  this — "Sole  proprietors  of  Poor  Man's  Friend 
.  .  .  and  Lung  Balsam"  ? — But  those  three  dots  make  a 
break. 

Re-examined,  respondent  said  that  he  did  not  sell  by  retail 
at  all.  In  Lancashire,  Parkinsons,  of  Burnley,  sold  a  Red- 
currant  Lung  Balsam.  The  Red  Lung  Balsam_  was  not  a 
secret  medicine.  If  anybody  could  try  to  make  it,  let  them 
make  it.  He  was  fortunate  enough  to  make  it  a  little  nicer 
than  they  did. 

Mr.  Dart,  in  addressing  the  Magistrates,  submitted  that 
the  mere  use  of  the  words  "Red  Lung  Balsam,"  even  without 
anything  else  at  all.  would  render  the  preparation  liable  to 
stamp-duty.  He  cited  the  decision  in  Ransom  v.  Sanguin- 
etti in  1903,  telling  the  Magistrates  the  facts  in  the  case  and 
the  High  Court  Judges'  decision  against  the  Justices'  judg- 
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ment.  That  case,  he  admitted,  went  a  little  further  than  the 
present  one,  but  he  submitted  that  if  you  went  into  a  shop 
and  saw  a  bottle  with  "  Red  Lung  Balsam  "  on  it,  this  must 
imply  that  the  mixture  was  beneficial  as  a  remedy  for,  say, 
some  slight  ailments — it  implied  that  it  was  beneficial  for  the 
lungs.  But,  apart  from  that  question  altogether,  he  sub- 
mitted that  there  was  no  getting  away  from  the  fact  that 
this  was  undoubtedly  a  proprietary  right,  and  that  the  claim 
was  an  exclusive  claim  to  such  a  right,  and  this,  even  if 
it  were  limited  to  the  expression  "  sold  wholesale  only."  It 
could  not  be  sold  wholesale  even  without  a  stamp. 

The  Chairman  :  Do  you  rest  any  point  on  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  claim  on  this  label  that  they  are  the  sole  makers  ? 

Mr.  Dart  :  I  say  that  the  use  of  the  word  "  Cousins's  " 
in  the  possessive  case,  and  "sold  wholesale  only,"  are  suf- 
ficient. I  claim  that  by  virtue  of  these  words  it  is  made 
a  proprietary  medicine. 

Mr.  John  Mitchell,  J. P.  :  What  I  want  to  know  is,  Would 
it  be  liable  if  it  is  "  sold  wholesale  "  ? 

Mr.  Dart  :  I  say  that  these  words  "Red  Lung  Balsam" 
imply  that  it  is  beneficial  for  some  small  ailment  of  the 
body. 

Mr.  Mitchell  :  Does  it  mean  an  organ  or  an  ailment  ? 

Mr.  Dart :  I  say  it  does. 

Mr.  Mitchell  :  I  don't  think  so. 

Mr.  Hammond  said  he  had  a  very  strong  case  on  the  other 
side  (Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones)  in  which  a  bottle  labelled 
"  Ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine — a  well-known  and  highly 
recommended  remedy  for  influenza  and  colds "  was  in 
question,  and  in  this  case  it  was  held  that  the  respondent 
was  not  the  owner,  proprietor,  or  original  and  first  vendor. 

Mr.  Dart  :  But  they  must  not  be  recommended  to  the 
public  by  the  vendors  as  nostrums.  And,  besides,  a  person 
to  get  this  exemption  must  be  a  qualified  person.  It  must  be 
as  to  some  well-known  remedy,  and  there  must  be  no  proprie- 
tary right,  and  it  must  not  have  been  held  out  or  recom- 
mended to  the  public  by  the  owners  or  proprietors  as  a  pro- 
prietary medicine,  or  as  a  specific,  or  as  beneficial  for  an 
ailment.   The  exemption  applies  only  to  registered  chemists. 

Mr.  Hammond  said  he  should  like  to  know  what  consti- 
tutes a  proprietary  medicine.  But  apart  from  this,  it  was 
held  in  Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones  that  this  medicine  was  not  sold 
by  a  person  holding  himself  out  as  the  proprietor. 

The  Chairman  :  I  do  not  think  that  that  would  apply. 
The  question  might  properly  be  put  to  Mr.  Cousins  : 
"Would  you  say  it  is  open  to  say  'Cousins's  Red  Lung 
Balsam '  ? " 

The  Respondent  :  No;  not  "  Cousins's  "  ;  but  "whole- 
sale from  Cousins's  "  is  allowed.  Other  people  could  also 
say  "Red  Lung  Balsam,"  prepared  by  So-and-So.  If  that 
be  liable,  then  every  grocer's  shop  in  England  and  every 
wholesale  druggist's  is  liable. 

The  Chairman  :  If  anybody  were  selling  with  the  same 
label,  would  you  take  proceedings  against  them? 

The  Respondent :  No  ;  everybody  is  at  liberty  to  sell  the 
same. 

The  Bench  considered  the  matter  in  private,  and  after- 
wards said  that  the  case  would  be  adjourned  for  a  week  in 
order  that  their  Clerk  might  go  into  the  authorities  referred 
to  and  advise  the  Court  upon  the  course  to  be  taken. 


Merchandise-marks  Act. 

Soda-crystals. 
At  the  Petty  Sessional  Division  of  Willesden,  Acton, 
on  April  24,  Mr.  George  Wright  presiding,  Henry 
Walter,  trading  as  H.  Walter  &  Sons,  377  and  379 
Wandsworth  Road,  S.W.,  oilmen  and  tallow-merchants, 
was  summoned  at  the  instance  of  Brunner,  Mond  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Northwich,  for  falsely  applying  to  goods 
a  trade-mark  or  mark  so  nearly  resembling  a  trade- 
mark as  to  be  calculated  to  deceive  ;  for  selling  goods  to 
which  a  false  trade-description — namely,  "  soda  "—was 
applied;  for  unlawfully  applying  a  false  description— 
namely,  "soda" — to  goods,  such  description  relating  to 
the  material  of  which  the  goods  were  composed  ;  and  for 
unlawfully  selling  goods  to  which  a  false  trade-mark,  or 
mark  so  nearly  resembling  a  trade-mark  as  to  be  calculated 
to  deceive,  was  applied.  Mr.  D.  M.  Kerly,  who  appeared 
for  the  prosecution,  explained  that  all   the  summonses 


related  to  the  selling  as  soda — by  which  was  meant  the 
ordinary  soda  used  for  washing-purposes — either  Glauber 
salts,  which  was  sulphate  of  soda,  instead  of  carbonate  of 
soda,  or  some  mixture  of  the  latter  with  material  of  inferior 
quality.  A  number  of  cases  had  been  before  the 
Courts,  and  in  one  instance  the  defendant  had  the  temerity 
to  go  to  the  High  Court,  where  the  contention  that  the 
practice  was  an  infringement  of  the  Act  was  upheld.  The 
defendant  must  therefore  have  been  perfectly  aware  that 
he  was  committing  an  offence. — Evidence  for  the  prosecu- 
tion was  given  by  Edward  J.  Roff,  the  purchaser ;  by  Mr. 
Martin  Taylor,  the  London  representative  of  Brunner, 
Mond  &  Co.,  Ltd.;  and  by  Dr.  T.  C.  Lamb,  F.C.S., 
manager  of  the  Silvertown  works  of  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co., 
Ltd. — Defendant  pleaded  guilty,  but  denied  fraud.— 
The  Chairman,  in  fining  the  defendant  5/.  on  each  of  the 
four  summonses,  and  10Z.  10s.  costs,  said  :  "  We  look  at  this 
case  as  rather  a  serious  one  from  the  fact  that  this  mixture 
apparently  deceives  the  person  who  buys  it  for  the  proper 
soda  which  softens  the  water,  and  when  it  has  been  mixed 
with  an  inferior  article  it  has  the  opposite  effect  entirely. 
Therefore,  under  those  circumstances,  it  makes  it,  to  our 
mind,  even  more  serious.  Here  this  was  deliberately  done. 
It  was  all  sold  in  Brunner  Mond's  own  bags.  ...  As  to 
the  application  with  regard  to  anything  that  the  defendant 
may  have  on  the  premises,  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  no 
power  to  say  what  he  shall  do,  but  if  he  does  sell  any  more 
he  will  be  much  more  likely  to  be  brought  here  again  and 
have  the  full  penalty  inflicted." 

The  "  Jtj-vis  "  Case. 
The  case  started  by  the  Incorporated  Institute  of  Hygiene 
against  Mr.  Geo.  Foster  Clark,  of  the  Eiffel  Tower  Factory, 
Maidstone,  and  others  for  selling  "  Ox-cup  "  and  "  Ju-vis  " 
as  meat-extracts  again  came  before  Mr.  Paul  Taylor  at  the 
Marylebone  Police  Court  on  April  30  (see  C.  &  D.,  April  27, 
p.  641).  Mr.  Clark  was  also  summoned  for  aiding  and 
abetting  the  other  defendants. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Muir,  instructed  by  Mr.  Beck,  was  counsel  for 
the  prosecution,  while  Mr.  Clark  and  his  co-defendants 
were  again  represented  by  Mr.  Horace  Avory. 

It  was  agreed  at  the  outset  of  to-day's  proceedings  that 
the  summonses  that  were  now  being  dealt  with  were  those 
against  Mr.  Clark  and  the  assistant  to  Mr.  Nicholas 
Hall,  grocer,  of  Edgware  Road,  London,  in  reference  to  the 
sale  of  both  "  Ox-cup  "  and  "  Ju-vis  "  on  January  19  last. 

The  first  witness  called  was  Mr.  Alf .  Duche,  the  principal 
of  the  firm  of  T.  M.  Duche  &  Sons,  manufacturers  of  gela- 
tin and  glue,  of  Eastcheap,  London.  In  the  commercial 
sense,  he  said,  there  was  considerable  difference  between 
gelatin  and  glue  ;  the  two  articles  were  sold  to  two  totally 
different  classes  of  people.  What  he  supplied  to  Mr.  Foster 
Clark  was  good  quality  gelatin,  and  could  not  possibly  be 
described  as  glue.  It  was  possible,  however,  that  gelatin 
cut  thick  might  be  consigned  by  the  railway  company  as 
glue,  as  it  came  under  the  glue  rate  of  charges.  The  rail- 
way company  knew  perfectly  well  what  the  article  was. 

Mr.  Alf.  C.  Chapman,  F.I.C.,  etc.,  said  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  chemical-analyses  of  various  ex- 
tracts of  meat  sold  upon  the  market.  For  the  purpose  of 
this  case  he  had  made  an  analysis  of  the  "  Ox-cup  "  sold  by 
Mr.  Foster  Clark,  and  the  results  he  had  obtained  were 
entirely  in  accord  with  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Foster 
Clark  as  to  the  proportions  of  extract  of  meat  and  extracts 
of  yeast  which  were  in  the  article.  That  was  to  say,  there 
was  18  per  cent,  of  extract  of  meat  and  21  per  cent,  of 
extract  of  yeast.  The  article  was  made  up  into  tablet  form 
by  the  addition  of  30  per  cent,  of  gelatin. 

Mr.  Avory  :  Do  you  see  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose 
that  they  have  been  using  what  is  commonly  called  glue  ?— 
Mr.  Chapman  :  Not  in  the  least.  And,  more  than  that, 
samples  of  the  gelatin  were  submitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Foster 
Clark  a  month  before  these  proceedings  were  taken— before, 
indeed,  they  were  contemplated— and  I  found  them  to  be 
undoubted  samples  of  gelatin.  No  one  in  the  world  could 
say  the  article  was  glue.  It  was  a  good  merchantable 
gelatin.  Continuing,  Mr.  Chapman  said  he  had  also,  since 
these  proceedings  were  taken,  made  an  examination  and 
analysis  of  what  was  known  as  "  Lemco  "—Liebig's  extract 
of  meat.  He  had  examined  fifteen  or  sixteen  different 
samples  of  "  Lemco  "  and  several  samples  of  Liebig's  "  Oxo- 
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lettes."  As  to  Mr.  Otto  Hehner's  evidence  that  the  amount 
of  creatine  or  creatinine  in  extracts  of  meat  like  Liebig's  was 
a  constant  quantity,  he  entirely  disagreed.  It  was  not  a 
constant  quantity  in  any  extract  of  meat ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  a  very  unreliable  quantity.  His  own  ex- 
perience was  that  in  "  Lemco  "  the  quantity  varied  from 
2.3  per  cent,  to  4.6  per  cent.,  and  in  other  samples  of  meat- 
extract  he  met  with  quite  similar  variations.  And  his  ex- 
perience was  supported  by  the  paper  contributed  to  the 
"  Chemical  News  "  by  two  American  chemists  who  had  had 
considerable  experience  in  this  class  of  thing.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  relation  between  the  proportion  of 
creatine  and  the  commercial  quality  of  the  extract ;  the 
amount  would  depend  on  the  conditions  of  manufacture. 
Mr.  Chapman  went  on  to  say  that  Mr.  Hehner's  figures  for 
creatine  must  be  a  mistake,  and  Mr.  Muir  thought  there 
must  be  some  confusion  in  the  terms  employed.  Mr.  Hehner 
had  explained  that  he  reduced  the  creatine  and  creatinine 
to  one  expression,  and  found  that  there  was  11  per  cent, 
of  creatinine.  Mr.  Chapman  said  the  highest  he  had  ever 
heard  of  was  6  per  cent.  But  whatever  the  explanation 
of  the  difference,  he  was  satisfied  from  his  examination 
that  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Foster  Clark  that  he  put 
18  per  cent,  of  meat-extract  in  his  preparation  was  per- 
fectly true,  and  that  the  meat-extract  used  was  a  perfectly 
genuine  article,  and  contained  about  the  same  amount  of 
moisture  as  "Lemco." 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Avory,  Mr.  Chapman  said  that  there  are 
some  purists  who  would  claim  that  beef-tea  should  be 
made  by  stewing  the  beef  in  water.  "Extract  of  meat" 
simply  means  an  extract  of  some  of  the  properties  of  meat. 
As  to  the  extract  of  yeast,  which  was  said  to  be  present  in 
the  preparation  in  the  form  of  "marmite,"  he  claimed  that 
it  had  just  as  much  nutritive  property  as  meat-extract ; 
there  was  no  distinction  to  be  drawn  between  them  in  that 
respect.  An  extract  of  yeast  has  quite  a  different  flavour 
from  meat-extract,  and  is  very  much  softer.  Continuing 
he  said  that,  in  addition  to  a  tablet  of  "  Ox-cup  "  contain- 
ing the  same  amount  of  extract  of  meat  as  a  quarter  of  a 
teaspoonful  of  "  Lemco  "  or  Armour's  extract,  it  possesses 
an  equal  or  rather  larger  quantity  of  yeast-extract  (mar- 
mite) which  has  equal  nutritive  qualities  of  meat-extract 
bo  that  in  the  beef-tea  made  from  one  of  the  "  Ox-cup  " 
tablets  one  gets,  in  fact,  rather  more  than  double  the 
quantity  of  nutriment  that  is  given  in  a  cup  of  beef-tea 
made  from  "Lemco,"  the  gelatin  in  the  "  Ox-cup  "  being 
also  of  some  food-value.    Further,  Mr.  Chapman  added! 

1  hold  strongly  that  no  chemist  is  in  a  position  to  say 
How  much  meat-extract  any  sample  contains  unless  he 
knows  the  composition  of  the  meat-extract  that  has  been 
employed. 

Mr  Alfred  Gordon  Salaman,  consulting  analytical 
chemist  Member  of  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry,  etc.,  gave  similar  evidence  to  that  given  by  Mr 
Chapman,  and  was  very  emphatic  about  the  untrustworthi- 
ness  of  the  creatine-test. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  analytical  and  consulting  chemist, 
who  was -next  called  said  the  addition  of  extract  of  yeast 
to  extract  of  meat  did  undoubtedly  modify  the  harsh  or 
is  both  tnf°tUr  °5       metVext™ct'  and  ^ve  it  a  flavonrlha 
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W  of  theable        °f  th6  qUantit*  *£j£ef3 
meat     borne  of  the  creatine  or  creat  nine  in  meat-extract 

might  be  actually  produced  in  the  process  of  Sanufa cfrLe 

from  other  constituents;  or,  on  the  other  hand   some  of 

the  original  creatine  might  be  broken  up  into  omething 

else  in  the  process.    Meat-extract  is,  in  fact  a  mo  'Zf 

&ullu^T-;  and,-!he  m,ethod  of  £*£3K iVr 

doubtedly  affects  its  quality  and  might  profoundly  alter  it 

*  to"henam^ntSaofd'  A      his  Ltement 

as  to  the  amount  of  creatine  or  creatinine  in  "  Oxolette  " 

^tass  £23-  52  mi 


statement  was  that  880  lb.  of  meat  made  22  lb.  of  meat- 
extract,  which  meant  40  lb.  of  beef  to  1  of  meat-extract. 

Mr.  Edgar  Burnell,  assistant  to  Mr.  Nicholas  Hall,  and 
one  of  the  defendants  in  the  case,  stated,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Avory,  that  when  he.  sold  the  "  Ox-cup  "  he  had  no  reason 
whatever  to  doubt  the  genuineness  of  the  description.  He 
was  not  asked  by  the  purchaser  where  he  got  it  from,  but 
he  was  ready  to  give  the  information  if  he  had  been  asked. 

Wm.  Stirling,  foreman  to  Mr.  Clark,  said  he  had  always 
used  18  per  cent,  of  extract  of  meat.  The  ingredients  were 
carefully  weighed  out  before  they  were  mixed. 

Mr.  Muir,  being  asked  by  the  Magistrate  if  he  had  any- 
thing to  say  with  regard  to  the  composition  of  "  Oxolette," 
said  he  thought  he  ought  to  bring  Mr.  Hehner  to  the  Court 
to  give  an  explanation  and  clear  the  matter  up. 

The  Magistrate  replied  that  probably  Mr.  Hehner  would 
only  repeat  his  evidence  ;  and  seeing  that  there  was,  after 
all,  not  so  very  much  difference  between  Mr.  Hehner  and 
the  expert  witnesses  on  the  other  side  as  to  the  composition 
of  "  Oxolette,"  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  necessary  to 
recall  him. 

The  summonses  were  then  further  adjourned  until  next 
Tuesday,  to  enable  the  Magistrate  to  consider  his  decision- 


County  Court  Cases. 

A  Chemist's  Almanack. 
At  Birmingham  County  Court  on  April  30,  Frederick  Good- 
rich, general  printer,  56  Lozells  Road,  Birmingham,  trading 
as  the  Midland  Publishing  Co.,  sued  Messrs.  W.  F.  &  H. 
Hunter,  chemists,  5  and  7  Roper  Street,  Whitehaven,  for 
41.  7s.  5c/.,  being  the  price  of  printing  an  almanack,  title- 
page,  and  advertisements.  The  case  for  the  plaintiff  was 
that  he  was  to  receive  half  the  proceeds  of  the  advertise- 
ments. Some  advertisers,  it  was  stated  in  a  circular 
issued  by  the  plaintiff,  would  pay  in  kind.  Defendants 
were  unable  to  obtain  more  than  two  advertisements. 
Plaintiff  refused  to  construe  the  phrase  "  half  the  proceeds  " 
as  implying  that  he  should  receive  anything  but  cash,  and 
when  the  almanacks  were  printed  defendants  refused  to 
accept  delivery.  Mr.  Goodrich  said  he  told  one  of  th© 
partners  in  the  defendant  firm  that  it  was  possible  to  make 
the  advertisements  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  almanack.  In 
cross-examination  he  denied  that  the  undertaking  to  take 
half  the  proceeds  of  the  advertisements  meant  that  he  should 
take  half  the  goods  when  advertisers  paid  in  kind.  Mr. 
Adcock,  solicitor,  appeared  for  the  defendants,  and  after 
his  statement  and  the  evidence  he  adduced  Judge  Bray 
gave  judgment  for  the  defendants  on  the  ground  that  the 
plaintiff  refused  to  perform  his  own  contract. 

No  Case. 

At  Salford  County  Court  on  April  26,  Caradoc  Owens,  con- 
sulting chemist,  of  Great  Clowes  Street,  Lower  Broughton, 
sued  a  Bolton  firm  for  60/.  for  services  rendered. 

The  case  for  the  plaintiff  was  that  25/.  was  due  to  him 
for  advising  and  instructing  the  defendants  in  a  fresh 
method  of  sulphuring  goods  by  a  wet  process  ;  another  25/. 
for  experimenting  at  the  defendants'  works  and  his  own 
laboratory ;  and  10/.  for  removing  stains  from  some  goods 
damaged  in  the  "  non-shrink  "  process  and  instructing  the 
defendants  how  to  remove  it  in  future. 

For  the  defence  it  was  contended  that  the  money  was  not 
owing,  the  arrangement  being  that  the  plaintiff  was  to  be 
paid  5/.  if  he  succeeded  in  removing  stains,  and  10/.  for 
altering  and  supervising  the  erection  of  a  certain  machine. 
The  defendants,  with  regard  to  stains,  were  in  the  same 
position  as  they  were  when  they  first  made  Mr.  Owens' 
acquaintance. 

Judge  Parry  stopped  the  case,  and  gave  judgment  for 
defendants,  with  costs. 

•  It,IS„BeTTEE  to  wri,te  a  moderately  good  advertisement  that 
is  wholly  your  own  than  to  parody  the  very  best  one  you  have 
ever  seen,  which  it  is  known  you  have  borrowed.— Printers' 

]a^Pn^faffaCt°,ritS  in  th<?  interior  of  Russia  have  made 
large  contracts  for  sulphur  pyrites  in  the  Urals  at  9.09  copecks 

has  l°^hJrtnTJid-  PCT  36-  Ib->-    The  P^^tion  of  pyrTtt 
has  hitherto  been  very  unimportant  in  the  Urals.    In  St 
Petersburg  the  price  would  be  for  Ural  pyrites  20  copecks 
TolA'W).  '  Whde        PriCe  °f  Fo^nL  is 
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Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Jte  Frank  Rowson,  37  Beeston  Road,  Leeds,  late  Haendel 
House,  High  Street,  Debenham,  Suffolk,  Chemist's  Assistant, 
late  Drug-store  Proprietor.— The  following  are  creditors: 
W  Cooper  &  Nephews,  Berkhamstead  (17Z.) ;  Sutton  &  Co., 
London  [Ml.) ;  Smith  &  Sons,  Norwich  (161.). 

Me  Percy  Procter  Judge,  Folkingham,  Lines,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. — The  estate  of  this  debtor  has  been  realised,  and 
the  trustee  reports  that  after  meeting  the  costs  and  the  claims 
of  the  preferential  creditors,  a  balance  is  available  to  pay  to 
the  unsecured  creditors  a  first  and  final  dividend  of  6s.  0£c?. 
in  the  pound 

Me  Ronald  Gerald  Graham,  93  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C., 
and  Park  Crescent,  Southend-on-Sea,  Inventor  of  "  Vita- 
lexa."—  The  first  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held  at  the 
London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  April  30,  before  Mr.  G.  W. 
Chapman,  Official  Receiver.  The  Chairman  reported  that 
the  debtor  roughly  estimated  his  liabilities  at  650?.,  and  that 
he  had  no  assets  of  value.  The  debtor  had  stated  that  in 
November  1901  he  invented  a  recipe  for  a  pill  which  he  regis- 
tered in  the  name  of  "  Vitalexa."  An  office  was  taken  in 
Oxford  Mansions  for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  pill,  but  the 
business  was  not  a  success,  and  after  50?.  had  been  spent  on 
advertisements  the  office  was  closed.  Litigation  subsequently 
arose  in  connection  with  the  alleged  sale  of  the  recipe,  and  in 
July  last  judgment  was  entered  against  the  debtor  for  225?., 
and  costs.  In  the  absence  of  any  offer  the  case  was  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  Official  Receiver  to  be  wound  up  in  bank- 
ruptcy. 

lie  James  Godfrey  Goddard,  77  High  Street,  Erith,  Chemist 
and  Druggist. — This  debtor,  who  has  traded  at  Erith  since 
July  1890,  has  filed  his  own  petition  in  the  Rochester  Bank- 
ruptcy Court,  and  his  affairs  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Official  Receiver  for  the  Rochester  and  Maidstone  District  (Mr. 
R.  T.  Tatham).  The  First  meeting  of  creditors  will  take  place 
at  the  Official  Receiver's  offices,  115  High  Street,  Rochester,  on 
May  6,  at  11.30  a.m.,  and  the  public  examination  is  fixed  for 
the  same  day,  at  the  Rochester  County  Court  at  2.30  p.m. 
According  to  the  debtor's  summary  of  affairs,  his  gross  liabili- 
ties amount  to  635?.  17s.  4c?.,  of  which  368?.  17s.  8c?.  is  expected 
to  rank  as  unsecured  creditors.  One  creditor  is  partly  secured 
at  250/.  (less  estimated  value  of  securities  1001.) ;  the  creditors 
for  rent,  rates,  and  taxes  are  given  at  16?.  9s.  8c?.  The  assets 
show  6?.  for  costs  of  petition  ;  stock,  etc.,  201. ;  furniture,  10?. ; 
and  a  few  book-debts.  The  deficiency  is  stated  to  bo 
499?.  Is.  4c?.  The  debtor  gives  as  the  causes  of  his  failure 
competition,  bad  trade,  and  want  of  capital.  Debtor  paid 
200?.  on  account  of  300?.  for  his  business  when  he  took  it  over, 
and  subsequently  paid  the  balance  of  100?.  The  greater  part 
of  the  debtor's  liabilities  is  for  trade-goods.  The  partly 
secured  creditor  holds  a  lease  on  the  bankrupt's  premises, 
also  a  life-policy  for  100?.,  and  a  guarantee  of  100Z. 


Deeo  of  Hrranoement. 


Baxter,  William,  40  High  Street,  Bromley,  Kent,  Pharma- 
ceutical Chemist. — Trustee,  Ebenezer  H.  Hawkins,  4  Charter- 
house Square.  London,  E.C.  Dated,  April  22;  filed.  April  29. 
Secured  creditors.  201?.  4s. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  647?.  0s.  7c?. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  450?.  19s.  Composition  of  9s.  in  the 
pound  by  six  equal  quarterly  instalments  from  April  12,  1907, 
secured  by  an  assignment  upon  trust.  The  following  are 
creditors :  Allan  &  HanburyB,  Ltd.  (10?.) ;  Battlev  &  Watts 
(14?.) ;  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.  (49?.) ;  Barclay  &  Sons,  Ltd. 
(18?.);  Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (32?.);  Fox  &  Sons  (Farnborough) 
(25?.) ;  Lownds  (Winslow)  (374?.)  ;  bankers'  claims  (150?.). 


<3a3ette. 


Partnership  Dissolved. 

Rutter,  G.  H.,  and  Pritchard,  E.  T.,  under  the  style  of 
Rutter  and  Pritchard,  Redditch,  Worcestershire,  physi- 
cians and  surgeons. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Barnes,  Francis  Ernest,  14  Mincing  Lane,  London,  E.C, 
merchant. 


Dominican  Citrate  of  Lime. — An  export-duty  of  Is.  3c7.  per 
cwt.  has  been  imposed  on  citrate  of  lime  from  Dominica. 
It  is  equivalent  to  the  present  duty  on  concentrated  lime- 
juice. 


Mew  Companies  ant)  Company  IRews. 


Central  Drug  Stores,  Ltd.— Capital  300?.,  in  250  ordinary- 
shares  of  1?.  each  and  10  6-per-cent.  preference  shares  of  5?. 
each.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  96  Hill- 
Top,  West  Bromwich,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  stationers,  photographers,  tobacconists,  etc.  The 
first  subscribers  are:  W.  Stavehy,  W  ssi  Bromwien,  advertue- 
ment  writer;  J.  Gripton,  West  Bromwich.  printer;  Mrs. 
M.  M.  Slack,  West  Bromwich;  W.  J.  Gardam,  Ripon, 
chemist;  B.  Slack,  West  Bromwich,  advertising  agent;  Vera 
Slack,  West  Bromwich;  and  Olive  Slack,  West  Bromwich. 
B.  Slack  is  the  first  director.  Registered  office,  319  Higb 
Street,  West  Bromwich,  Staffs. 

Robert  Ingham  Clark  &  Co.  (Australasla),  Ltd.— Capita!- 
12,000?.,  in  10?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  such  part  of  the 
undertaking  of  Robert  Ingham  Clark  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (incorporated 
in  England  in  1895),  as  is  carried  on  in  Sydney  and  elsewhere 
in  Australasia,  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  said  vendors, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  varnish,  japan,  and  colour; 
manufacturers,  importers  and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers 
in  chemical,  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  industrial,  and  other 
preparations,  anti-friction  greases,  anti-fouling  compositions, 
etc.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  R.  Ing- 
ham Clark,  F.  W.  F.  Clark,  R.  F.  Clark,  S.  N.  Griffiths,  and 
J.  Pettigrew.    Registered  office,  6  St.  Helen's  Place,  E.C. 

Wands,  Ltd.— Capital  8,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects:  To 
take  over  the  business  of  a  wholesale  and  retail  chemist  and 
druggist  and  pill-manufacturer  formerly  carried  on  by  the 
late  S.  Wand  at  the  Haymarket  and  elsewhere  in  Leicester, 
as  the  "  Wand  Manufacturing  Co.  "  and  "  Stephen  Wand," 
and  now  carried  on  by  his  executors  at  the  Haymarket 
aforesaid,  and  at  King  Richa.-d's  Read,  London  Road', 
Melton  Road  (or  Turn),  and  Narborough  Road,  all  in* 
Leicester,  on  behalf  of  E.  H.  Wand,  son  of  the  deceased, 
and  now  sole  owner  of  the  business,  and  to  adopt  an  agree- 
ment with  the  said  E.  H.  Wand.  The  first  subscribers  are  1 
E.  H.  Wand,  Leicester,  manufacturing  chemist's  manager  % 
W.  C.  Home,  Leicester,  bank  cashier ;  Mrs.  C.  Wand, 
Leicester;  W.  S.  Frost,  Leicester,  solicitor;  J.  Staynes> 
Leicester,  Deputy  Town  Clerk ;  A.  B.  Wykes,  Leicester, 
chartered  accountant;  and  C.  H.  Spinar,  Leicester,  chartered 
accountant.  No  initial  public  j=<ue  E.  JI.  Wand  is  per 
manent  director,  subject  to  holding  4,000  shares.  Qualifica- 
tion of  ordinary  directors,  10?.  Remuneration  (except  E.  H. 
Wand)  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  12  Hay- 
market, Leicester. 


Boutalls,  Ltd.,  Chemists,  London. — The  registration  a<j 
Somerset  House  has  been  made  of  1,400?.  5-per-cent.  deben- 
tures, created  November  26,  1906,  and  dated  March  27,  1907. 
They  are  charged  on  the  company's  undertaking  and  property, 
including  uncalled  capital. 

Nestle  and  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Co.,  Ltd. — The 
accounts  for  the  year  1906  show,  including  21,856f.  brought 
down  and  after  allowing  2,275,000f.  for  depreciation  of 
securities,  net  profits  of  7,602, 511f .,  out  of  which  dividends 
equal  to  60f.  per  share  have  been  paid. 

Benger's  Food. — The  ordinary  general  meeting  of  this 
company  was  held  at  Manchester  on  April  26,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Kearns  presiding,  when  the  report  and  accounts  (C.  <fc  D.r 
April  27,  p.  644)  were  adopted,  and  Mr.  A  II  Bavlcw  was 
elected  a  director  in  place  of  the  late  Mr.  H.  D.  Tonge. 

Wallsend  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  1,000?.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  T.  H.  Storm  at 
the  Wallsend  Drug  Stores,  Station  Road,  Wallsend,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  adver- 
tising agents  and  contractors,  wine  and  spirit  merchants,  oi) 
and  colour  men,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are :  T.  H.  Storm,  Wallsend-on-Tvne,  patent-medicine 
vendor  ;  J.  Storm,  Robin  Hood's  Bav,  R.S.O.,  marine  superin- 
tendent; Mrs.  R.  R.  Medlington,  Robin  Hood's  Bay;  Mrs. 
E.  M.  Storm,  Wallsend-on-Tyne ;  J.  W.  Storm,  Robin  Hood's 
Bay,  contractor;  J.  W.  Armstrong,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  char- 
tered secretary  and  accountant ;  and  G.  Drury.  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  solicitor.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  number  of 
directors  is  not  to  be  more  than  three.  T.  H.  Storm  is  the 
first,  and  has  power  to  appoint  others.  Qualification.  20 
shares.  Registered  office,  Masonic  Buildings,  Station  Road, 
Wallsend,  Northumberland. 

Edward  Cook  &  Co.  Ltd. — The  ninth  annual  meeting  of 
this  company  took  place  at  the  East  London  Soap  Works, 
Bow,  on  April  30,  Mr.  Samuel  Hall,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  presiding. 
In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  directors'  report  and  balance- 
sheet  the  Chairman  said  the  ten  months  under  consideration 
were  not  without  considerable  difficulties  and  anxieties  to  the 
directors.  The  advance  in  the  price  of  raw  materials  was 
exceptional,  and  this  rise  was  not  followed  to  any  appreciable 
extent  bv  a  rise  in  the  nrice  of  manufactured  articles.  Henc© 
the  profits  fell  below  the  average,  and  it  was  not  until  Feb- 
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ruary  of  this  year  that  ah  adequate  rise  in  the  price  of  soap 
restored  in  a  measure  the  normal  conditions.  Another 
difficult  problem  is  the  preference  of  the  public  nowadays 
for  speciality  articles,  cut  and  packed  in  an  expensive 
manner.  All  this  the  directors  have  been  keeping  pace 
with,  and  it  should  bear  good  fruit  in  additional  profits, 
when  the  abnormal  conditions  of  the  market  are  readjusted. 
Mr.  S.  Godfrey  Hall,  F.C.S.,  seconded  the  motion,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted.  Mr.  Samuel  Hall,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  T.  Alexander  Cook,  secon  isd  by  Mr.  E.  Leonard  Cook, 
was  re-elected  a  director.  The  auditors  were  re-appointed, 
and  the  chairman  was  cordially  thanked. 


Birth. 

Cooper. — At  4  Hillman  Terrace,  Hornsey,  on  April  28, 
the  wife  of  Francis  Cooper,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a 
daughter. 


flDarriaaes. 

Ashe — Twigge. — On  April  27,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Cross,  Woodchurch,  Birkenhead,  by  the  Rev.  P.  C. 
Robin,  rector  of  the  parish,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cogs- 
well, rector  of  Wallasey,  Dr.  James  S.  Ashe,  L.P.S.I., 
61  Waterloo  Road,  Dublin,  to  Dorothy  Amelia,  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Twigge,  Thringwell  Hall, 
Barnston,  Cheshire. 

Baiss— Reynolds. — At  Hong-Kong,  on  April  22,  Surgeon 
Llewelyn  Arnold  Baiss,  R.N.,  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Hong- 
Kong,  second  son  of  Mr.  Arnold  Baiss,  of  "  Nevin,"  Heme 
Hill,  and  Jewry  Street,  E.C.,  to  Winifred  Grey,  only 
daughter  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Reynolds,  "The  Poplars," 
Lowestoft. 

Chance— Fleming.— At  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square, 
on  April  29,  by  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Birming- 
ham, assisted  by  the  Ven.  the  Archdeacon  of  Aston  and 
by  the  Rev.  G.  Sherbrooke  Walker,  M.A.,  Alexander  M. 
Chance,  J.P.,  F.C.S.,  of  Lawnside,  Edgbaston,  to  Agnes 
Elizabeth,  eldest  and  last  surviving  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  William  Fleming,  of  Inverness,  and  formerly  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

Hair— McHoul.— At  the  Congregational  Church  Manse, 
Paisley,  on  April  24,  by  the  Rev.  W.  James  Dickson,  George 
Hair,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Sadie  McCrossan,  third 
daughter  of  Mr.  James  McHoul,  Dorchester,  U.S.A. 

Lambert— Fubnivall.— At  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields, 
Trafalgar  Square,  on  April  27,  Robert  Morrison,  youngest 
son  of  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Lambert,  of  Kingston-on-Thames 
and  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  to  Beatrice,  only  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  Furnivall. 

Parker— Gray.— At  Reef  ton,  N.Z.,  on  February  16  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Calder,  Richard  Williamson  Parker,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Auckland,  to  Henrietta  (Hettie),  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Charles  Gray,  Auckland 


Beatbs. 

Burt  — At  Ashmead,  Feltham,  last  week,  Mr.  George 
Edward  Burt,  chemist  and  druggist.  Before  his  retire- 
ment in  1903  Mr.  Burt  carried 
on  business  at  Lordship  Lane, 
East  Dulwich,  and  had  been  a 
subscriber  to  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  from  its  commencement 
in  1859.  Mr.  Burt  was  the  son 
of  a  chemist  and  apothecary,  and 
was  himself  apprenticed  to  Mr 
Charles  Mullett,  of  Ilminster, 
where  he  remained  for  seven 
I  years.  He  then  proceeded  to  a 
situation  in  Hereford,  afterwards 
he  was  with  Mr.  Hulbert,  of 
Basingstoke,  and  filled  other 
situations  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  He  settled  down  in  business  for  himself  at  West 
minster,  ultimately  spending  the  greater  part  of  his  business- 


life  at  East  Dulwich.  Mr.  Burt  was  a  man  of  parts.  He 
taught  himself  French  and  German  after  he  was  forty,  in 
order  that  he  might  be  able  to  assist  his  children  in  their 
private  studies.  They  repaid  him  for  this  affectionate 
regard,  one  son  being  rector  of  a  Church  of  England  con- 
gregation in  New  Brunswick,  another  is  a  successful  medical 
practitioner,  and  a  daughter  is  a  member  of  the  College  of 
Preceptors.  An  interesting  biographical  note  by  Mr.  Burt 
was  printed  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  July  28, 
1903.    Mr.  Burt  was  approaching  his  ninetieth  year. 

Jones. — At  Cardigan,  on  April  28,  Mr.  John  Edwards 
Jones,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Mr.  Jones  had  been  in 
business  in  the  High  Street,  Cardigan,  for  about  thirty-six 
years. 

Keast. — At  Tudor  Road,  Cardiff,  on  April  24,  Mr.  Ber- 
tram A.  Keast,  of  Belmont,  Aberdare. 

McCorquodale. — At  the  City  Hospital,  Edinburgh,  on 
April  27,  Constance,  the  beloved  and  only  child  of  Mr. 
John  C.  McCorquodale,  chemist  and  druggist,  The  Phar- 
macy, Markinch,  Fife. 

McIlwaine. — At  Terang,  Victoria,  on  March  10,  Mr. 
John  McIlwaine,  pharmaceutical  chemist  (Ireland).  Mr. 
McIlwaine  first  went  to  Victoria  in  1891,  and  subsequently 
owned  businesses  there  and  in  Tasmania,  but  returned 
to  Cobden  last  year,  where  he  purchased  a  business.  Mr. 
Mcllwaine's  son  qualified  in  pharmacy  in  1904. 

Nettleship. — At  Bawtry,  Yorks,  on  April  25,  Mr. 
Thomas  William  Nettleship,  chemist  and  druggist.  He 
died  suddenly  in  his  shop  from  apoplexy.  Mr.  Nettleship 
was  born  in  Manchester,  and  qualified  in  1880.  He  was  in, 
business  at  Bawtry  for  many  years  as  a  chemist  and  agri- 
cultural-seed merchant.  The  funeral  took  place  on  April  27. 
The  Doncaster  Conservative  Association  sent  a  wreath  antii 
representatives,  as  deceased  was  a  staunch  Conservative 
and  Unionist. 

Watts. — At  King  Street  Pharmacy,  Stretford,  Lanes, 
on  April  24,  the  beloved  wife  of  Mr.  H.  Watts,  chemist  and 
druggist.   

TRecent  Mills, 

Mr.  Edwabd  Peahce  Spier,  chemist  and  druggist,  Chelten- 
ham, Glos.,  who  died  on  March  24,  left  estate  of  the  gross 
value  of  229^.  4a. 

Mb.  Hoetensius  Asfinall,  chemist  and  druggist,  Newport, 
Monmouth,  who  died  on  March  8,  left  estate  valued  at 
1,449^.  7s.  M.  gross,  with  net  personalty  1,332?.  6s.  5cZ.,  which 
was  bequeathed  absolutely  to  his  widow. 


£raoe  Botes. 

Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  inform  us,  witlv 
respect  to  certain  rumours  which  are  current  about  their 
business,  that  a  scheme  of  reconstruction  of  the  company 
is  under  consideration,  and  full  information  will  be  pub- 
lished regarding  the  matter  in  due  course. 
f(  Messrs.  Spur  way  et  Cie.  point  out  to  us  that  the  words 
_  on  bond  were  used  in  their  advertisement  last  week 
instead  of  "  in  bond."  It  refers  to  their  perfumes,  which 
they  supply  free  of  duty  for  export. 

Nizin,  not  "  Nixin,"  as  we  gave  it  last  week,  is  the 
trade-mark  name  which  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co 
give  to  the  zinc  salt  of  sulphanilic  acid. 

Koko  Competition.— The  Koko-Maricopas  Co,  Ltd 
16  Be  vis  Marks,  London,  E.C.,  announce  a  window-dressing 
competition  in  our  advertisement-pages,  in  which  prize* 
amounting  to  501.  will  be  awarded.  Each  competitor  will 
also  be  paid  for  the  display  irrespective  of  the  cash-prize 
awards.  1 

"  Booma  "  is  the  name  of  a  business-magazine  which  Mr 
Bernard  Slack,  319  High  Street,  West  Bromwich,  is  pub- 
lishing monthly  in  connection  with  his  business  as  adver- 
tising-expert and  profit-increaser.  A  few  copies  are  in 
hand,  and  these  will  be  sent  as  specimens  to  chemists  in 
order  of  application. 

Quinine- wine  seems  to  be  going  strong  in  the  North  of 
England  and  there  is  business  in  it  for  chemists.  In 
evidence  Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Britannia  Row  N 
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inform  us  that  one  of  their  travellers  there  got  an  order 
this  week  from  a  chemist  for  200  gross  of  quarts  for  de- 
livery over  twelve  months.  The  retail-sales  will  thus  be 
about  ninety-two  bottles  per  day. 

Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.',  Ltd.,  Hackney,  N.E.,  at 
the  Chemists'  Exhibition  next  week  have  arranged  for  a 
private  telephone,  P.O.  Victoria  3106,  which  their  clients 
can  have  the  use  of,  and  they  will  be  glad  to  receive  mes- 
sages for  any  who  are  to  call  at  their  exhibit.  Also  they 
will  have  in  attendance  a  stenographer  and  typewriter  to 
do  correspondence  for  their  customers. 

"Elixoid"  Pine-tar  Compound. — Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.  are  now  sending  forth  a  goodly  number  of 
galenical  preparations,  and  the  latest  that  we  have  received 
is  a  fluid  compound  of  pinol,  tar,  terpin  hydrate,  Virginian 
prune,  balsam  of  tolu,  and  ipecacuanha  in  the  form  of  an 
elixir.  The  combination  is  for  bronchitis  and  other  bron- 
chial troubles,  and  is  given  in  J,  to  2  dr.  doses  three  or  four 
times  a  day.  It  is  sent  out  in  4-oz.  bottles  cartoned  in  Bur- 
roughs Wellcome  &  Co. 's  well-known  style. 

Coronol  Dentifrices. — The  Crown  Perfumery  Co., 
Homerton,  London,  E.,  are  this  week  introducing  to  the 
trade  three  new  dentifrices  which  they  have  perfected  to 
meet  present-day  requirements  for  thoroughly  antiseptic 
and  detergent  preparations  for  the  teeth.  The  dentifrices 
comprise  cream  (in  collapsible  tubes),  paste  (in  oblong  china 
dishes), and  powder  (in  glass  screw-stopper  bottles).  Besides 
distinctive  points  in  get-up,  including  an  original  labelling 
in  royal  blue  ground  with  white  lettering,  the  dentifrices 
are  compounded  on  sound  principles.  We  understand  that 
the  antiseptic  constituents,  while  being  free  from  acidity, 
are  really  bactericidal  to  the  micro-organisms  which  attack 
the  teeth  and  gums.  They  are  worth  the  attention  of 
chemists  who  can  sell  high-class  articles.  The  tubes  retail 
at  9d.  each,  the  paste  at  Is.  per  pot,  and  the  powder  at  Is.  6d. 
per  bottle,  the  prices  being  protected  in  all  cases. 


Business  Cbanoes. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Stewart,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened 
new  premises  at  80  High  Street,  Walthamstow,  E. 

A  Business  has  been  opened  at  633  High  Road,  Leyton- 
stone,  under  the  style  of  the  Walwood  Park  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  F.  Pyman,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought  the 
business  at  Heme  Bay  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  J.  Pem- 
berton. 

Mr.  E.  Dunmore,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  branch  business  of  Messrs.  C.  Coldwell  &  Co.  at  110  Vic- 
toria Avenue,  Prittlewell,  Essex. 

Mr.  F.  Beecroft,  chemist,  of  St.  Mark's  Eoad,  Bristol, 
has  purchased  the  businesses  of  Mr.  Chas.  D.  Sellers  at 
Shirehampton  and  Pill,  near  Bristol. 

Messrs.  Goodess  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  wholesale  chemists, 
112  Derby  Road,  Nottingham,  have  amalgamated  with 
Messrs.  T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  Humberstone  Gate, 
Leicester,  and  the  business  will  be  carried  on  in  future  as 
T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.'s  Nottingham  Depot. 


personalities. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Roberts,  chemist  and  druggist,  Llanfair- 
fechan,  Carnarvonshire,  has  been  appointed  a  Land-tax 
Commissioner. 

Mr.  Percy  Knott,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  elected 
Chairman  of  the  Bolton  Board  of  Guardians.  Mr.  Knott 
has  been  Vice-Chairman  for  two  years. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Bates,  chemist  and  druggist,  Brook's  Bar, 
Manchester,  has  been  re-elected  Chairman  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department  of  the  Stretford  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Johnson,  chemist  and  druggist,  manager  fcr 
Boots,  Ltd.,  at  Broad  Row,  Great  Yarmouth,  has  been  ap- 
pointed deputy-organist  at  St.  Mary's  Church,  Great  Yar- 
mouth. 

Alderman  Ralph  Shorrock,  chemist  and  druggist,  Mayor 
of  Darwen,  on  Wednesday  presented  an  address  of  welcome 
to  the  Marquis  and  Marchioness  of  Salisbury,  who  opened  a 
Conservative  bazaar  in  the  town. 


Mr.  \V.  B.  Fohdham. 


Mr.  Owen  S.  Little,  of  the'  Eastern  Trading  Co., 
Shanghai,  expects  +o  be  in  this  country  in  June,  partly  for 
the  purpose  of  completing  the  arrangements  for  a  wholesale 
drug-department  of  the  company's  business.  We  can  for- 
ward letters  to  him,  which  mav  be  addressed  to  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Morley.  of  Stock  Exchange  Buildings,  Collins 
Street,  Melbourne,  Victoria,  is  now  in  London,  and  will 
be  glad  to  interview  the  principals  of  any  manufacturing 
or  wholesale  houses  at  home  who  desire  to  have  a  representa" 
tive  in  Australia.  Mi-.  Morley  was  formerly  a  partner  in 
a  well-known  firm  of  soap  and  toilet-article  manufacturers 
in  London,  and  has  been  resident  in  Australia  during  the 
past  six  years.  His  London  address  is  29  Chesterton  Road, 
Notting  Hill,  W. 

We  give  herewith  a  portrait  of  Mr.  William  Bennett 
Fordham,  who  has  just  retired  from  the  chairmanship  of 
W.  B.  Fordham  &  Sons,  Ltd.. 
manufacturers'  agents,  York 
Road,  King's  Cross,  London, 
N.,  after  being  connected  with 
the  business  for  more  than 
fifty  years.  The  business  was 
founded  in  Kirby  Street. 
Hatton  Garden,  eighty-two 
years  ago  by  Mr.  Fordham's 
grandfather,  Mr.  Isaac  Ford- 
ham. It  was  originally  a  dry- 
saltery business,  but  it  ex- 
panded so  much  that  Mr.  Isaac 
Fordham  removed  to  larger 
premises  at  55  Hatton  Garden, 
where  he  died  in  1858.  The 
business  was  continued  by  his 
son,  Mr.  William  Brown  Ford- 
ham, father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Mr.  William 
Bennett  Fordham  travelled  for  the  firm  for  twenty-two 
years,  and  the  business  continued  to  increase  until 
Hatton  Garden  had  to  be  abandoned,  and  the  fine 
premises  in  York  Road,  King's  Cross,  were  occupied. 
Mr.  William  Brown  Fordham  died  in  1879,  and  in  1885 
the  concern  was  converted  into  a  limited  company,  with 
a  capital  of  100,000/.,  Mr.  William  Bennett  Fordham 
being  appointed  managing  director.  The  character  of  the 
business  has  entirely  changed  since  its  inception,  the  com- 
pany now  dealing  mainly  in  Thetford  pulp-ware,  house- 
hold sundries,  and  hardware  goods  of  different  kinds.  At 
the  present  time  the  company  has  a  stock  of  over  3,000 
different  articles,  many  of  which  chemists  sell  or  use  for 
the  purposes  of  their  business. 

Mr.  Frank  G.  Ryan,  vice-president  of  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  was  on  Tuesday,  April  16,  ap- 
pointed president  of  the  corporation,  in  succession  to  the 
late  Mr.  Theodore  D.  Buhl.  Mr.  Ryan  recently  passed 
through  London  as  the  penultimate  stage  of  his  tour  round 
the  world,  and  those  who  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
him  then  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  his  advancement.  Mr. 
Ryan  is  in  his  forty-sixth  year.  He  was  born  at  Marcellus 
Falls,  N.Y.,  and  was  apprenticed  to  the  drug-trade 
in  1876.  On  the  completion  of  his  apprenticeship  he  went 
to  Messrs.  Brown  &  Dawson's  pharmacy  in  New  York, 
remaining  there  until  he  entered  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Pharmacy  in  1882.  He  graduated  from  the  College  two 
years  later,  and  became  assistant  to  Professor  Remington, 
as  well  as  a  lecturer  at  the  Women's  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia.  He  continued  to  act  as  assistant  to  Pro- 
fessor Remington  until  June  1900,  then  taking  charge  of  the 
manufacturing  departments  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s 
business  as  chief  pharmacist.  When  Mr.  William  Warren 
died  in  1903  Mr.  Ryan  got  a  seat  on  the  board  of  directors, 
and  in  1905  was  appointed  secretary  and  vice-president 
of  the  corporation.  In  calling  him  to  fill  the  president's 
chair  Mr.  Ryan's  co-directors  show  the  greatest  confidence 
in  his  administrative  ability,  for  the  position  is  one  which 
hitherto  has  been  filled  by  men  who  were  giants  in  finance, 
and  it  is  rare  that  a  pharmacist  whose  career  has  been 
largely  academic  develops  the  commercial  characteristics 
requisite  for  such  a  post  as  Mr.  Ryan  now  fills. 
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©bservations  anb  IReflectione. 

By  Xhaysee. 

To  be  Downhearted 

or  not  to  be  downhearted  is  the  modern 
chemist's  dilemma.  Last  week's  G.  <Sb  D.  did  not  suggest 
much  cause  for  despondency  from  its  general  appearance, 
but  as  that  number  was  rather  particularly  addressed  to 
chemists  in  the  Colonies  (where  the  fortunes  come  from)  it 
may  not  have  been  an  exact  criterion.  Even  though,  as  we 
are  told,  "Johannesburg  chemists  have  their  troubles,"  it 
would  be  almost  farcical  to  manifest  anxiety  concerning  the 
pharmacists  of  this  Empire  who  have  carried  our  old  tradi- 
tions and  teaching  beyond  the  seas  and  made  such  good  use 
of  them  in  distant  climes.  Whether  they  took  the  stuff  out 
w  „^"ithem  or  have  picked  it  up  since  I  know  not ;  but  they 
have  proved  themselves  to  be  a  gritty  lot.  Wars,  earth- 
quakes, stores,  and  Governments  have  had  to  be  tackled  by 
them  in  their  day's  work,  and  they  have  usually  emerged 
from  the  combats  triumphantly.  At  home,  too, 
Signs  of  Prosperity 

are  not  wanting,  though  it  is  not  difficult 
to  discover  at  the  same  time  that  these  may  be  superficial 
and  misleading.  Look  at  Glasgow  University  putting  up 
80,000Z.  worth  of  new  buildings  to  meet  the  rush  of  candi- 
dates for  the  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Pharmacy  degree.  But 
a  few  pages  further  on  a  Glasgow  pharmacist  deplores  at 
an  Edinburgh  meeting  that  a  leading  physician  of  his  city 
has  come  down  to  prescribing  Frog-in-the-Throat.  Turn 
to  "Festivities."  These  start  hopefully  enough 'with  the 
transformation  of  the  dreaded  Examination-hall  at  Galen 
Place  into  a  sort  of  Monte  Carlo.  Seventy-two  London  phar- 
macists and  pharma-sisters  are  making  merry  at  eighteen 
tables  furnished  with  the  fascinating  pasteboards,  and  only 
vary  their  occupation  momentarily  for  excellent  refresh- 
ments. Was  black  care  seated  at  those  tables  unseen  ?  Any- 
way, the  last  chapter  of  the  "  Festivities  "  section  ends  with 
the  reporter's  statement  that  "Mr.  Feaver  Clarke  replied 
somewhat  pessimistically."  "Ousted  by  Competition"  is 
the  next  heading  to  catch  the  investigating  eye,  and  soon  a 
wise  man  bids  us  not  to  worry  about  the  Pharmacy  Bill, 
which,  to  do  us  justice,  not  many  of  us  are  doing.  We 
neither  hope  nor  fear  much  from  the  legislative  machine  ; 
but  when  we  read  that  "  the  small  retailer  is  doomed,  and 
that  in  fifty  years  there  will  be  none  left  in  England,"  we 
feel  indifferent  to  the  advice  which  immediately  follows 
that  we  ought  to  change  our  window-shows  weekly. 
An  Intelligent  Socialist 

was  good  enough  to  take  me  one 
evening  last  week  to  a  meeting  of  the  Fabian  Society  at 
which  a  medical  "  comrade  "  read  a  long  paper  setting  forth 
the  desirability  of  nationalising  the  medical  profession,  of 
organising  all  practitioners  into  a  State  army,  a  Minister  of 
Health  being  at  the  top,  and  the  raw  medical  students 
serving  as  the  base.  I  presume  we  chemists  and  druggists 
would  come  into  this  scheme  somewhere,  but  the  lecturer 
did  not  specifically  provide  for  us.  We  as  prescribers  and  our 
patent  medicines  were  alluded  to  as  objectionable  competi- 
tors which  were  to  be  got  rid  of  in  the  Fabian  millennium, 
but  that  was  all.  All  the  medical  institutions  and  services, 
hospitals,  clubs,  asylums,  Army  and  Navy,  officers  of  health, 
Poor-law  doctors,  the  hundred-guinea  surgeon,  and  the  six- 
penny East-end  dispensary  are  to  be  "  co-ordinated  " — that 
is  a  favourite  Fabian  term.  A  good  topic  for  an  evening's 
debate ;  and,  in  fact,  an  animated  and  clever  discussion  did 
follow  the  paper.  But  no  impression  of  the  Fabians  being 
in  earnest,  or  of  having  any  serious  anticipation  of  realising 
their  fancies,  was  conveyed  to  at  least  one  humble  listener. 


Mr.  George  Bernard  Shaw 

was  one  of  the  speakers  who  criti- 
cised the  lecture,  and  his  contribution  to  the  debate  was  bj 
far  the  most  amusing.  He  sympathised  with  many  of  the 
aspirations  which  had  been  uttered,  he  said,  but  one  state- 
ment which  the  lecturer  had  made  he  could  not  let  pass  un- 
challenged. He  had  said  that  doctors  knew  more  about 
medicine  than  the  public.  That  certainly  was  not  the  case. 
Take  the  most  popular  drug  in  existence — alcohol.  For  cen- 
turies the  public  had  been  dosing  themselves  with  this  medi- 
cine, and  the  medical  profession  had  been  telling  them  they 
were  all  wrong.  Now  it  turned  out  that  the  public  had  been 
right  all  the  time.  This  showed  that  the  medical  pretension 
of  expert  knowledge  was  just  a  conspiracy  against  the 
public.  It  was  a  pretty  little  piece  of  satire,  but  it  is  only 
fair  to  say  that  the  lecturer  countered  it  at  least  as  cleverly. 
When  he  spoke  of  medicine,  he  explained,  he  meant  medical 
treatment  of  all  kinds.  Suppose,  he  continued,  someone  in 
that  room  had  an  apoplectic  fit  and  no  medical  man  was  at 
hand.  Mr.  Shaw  would  no  doubt  do  all  he  could  to  assist 
the  patient — would  probably  put  him  on  his  back  and  kill 
him.  A  similar  thing  might  happen  at  another  meeting. 
Mr.  Shaw  would  try  some  other  method,  again  with  a  fatal 
result.  On  the  third  occasion,  however,  taught  by  his 
previous  experiences,  he  would  probably  cure  the  sufferer. 
Was  not  the  experience  he  would  thus  gave  gained  of  some 
value  to  the  public  ? 
The  Plasmon  v.  MacSymons  Action 

and  the  100Z.  damages 
which  the  defendants  have  to  pay  are  deserving  of  a  little 
attention,  especially  from  enthusiastic  P.A.T. A.-ites.  The 
notice  which  the  MacSymon  Co.  stuck  on  each  package  of 
Plasmon  they  sold,  disclaiming  responsibility  for  the  sub- 
stance inside,  was  a  strictly  veracious  one,  and  said  nothing 
tangible  against  Plasmon.  But  it  suggested  a  good  deal,  and 
when  one  of  the  directors  admitted  that  the  notice  was 
applied  when  the  extra  2^  per  cent,  discount  was  with- 
drawn the  case  for  the  defence  was  gone.  It  is  not 
easy  to  sympathise  with  MacSymons.  But,  then,  how- 
far  may  we  poor  retailers  go  ?  Advice  has  often  been  ten- 
dered— I  am  not  sure  that  I  may  not  have  written  something 
of  the  kind  myself — that  we  should  use  our  influence  to 
discourage  the  sale  of  unprofitable  proprietaries  and  help 
those  only  whose  owners  protect  us.  It  is  a  natural  atti- 
tude to  adopt,  but  it  is  a  risky  one  to  give  reins  to.  I  am 
not  unaware  of  the  meanness  of  the  question,  but  again  I 
ask,  How  far  may  we  indulge  our  natural  trading  animosities 
without  danger  of  being  hit  back  ?  Presumably  a  retailer 
may  hide  his  stock  of  a  proprietary  which  for  any  reason 
has  become  obnoxious  to  him.  Or  he  may  refuse  to  stock 
it  altogether.  But  it  would  be  quite  possible  for  him  to  tell 
a  customer,  "We  do  not  keep  Xrayser's  Specific,"  in  a 
tone  which  could  hardly  fail  to  convey  suspicion  of  that 
valuable  product.  Could  the  tone  be  the  subject  of  an 
action  ? 

The  Case  Recalls  Another 

somewhat  similar  in  character,  re- 
ported in  1894,  in  which  Mellin's  Food  Co.  claimed  an 
injunction  against  a  retail  druggist  with  a  number  of  shops 
to  prevent  him  attaching  a  label  to  their  packages  recom- 
mending another  food — his  own  make,  probably — as  "far 
more  nutritious  and  healthful  than  any  other  preparation  yet 
offered."  Mr.  Justice  Romer,  who  heard  only  the  plaintiffs' 
side,  refused  to  grant  an  injunction  ;  but  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peal afterwards  ruled  that  he  had  come  to  his  conclusion  too 
hastily.  They  said  the  whole  of  the  evidence  ought  to  have 
been  heard,  and  if  it  had  been  found  that  the  notice  com- 
plained of  was  untrue  it  became  a  libel,  and  an  action  for  an 
injunction  would  lie.  They  therefore  ordered  a  new  trial, 
which,  however,  never  came  off.  But  we  are  evidently 
growing  more  particular  than  we  once  were  about  trade 
truthfulness,  and  seem  to  be  drifting  towards  the  condition 
when  Courts  will  have  to  decide  on  the  strict  accuracy  or 
otherwise  of  advertised  assertions,  and  the  prospect  is 
appalling. 
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STANDARD 
DISINFECTANTS. 


"  SANITAS  OKOL"... 
"  SANITAS  BACTOX" 
*  "  SANITAS  SPECIAL  FLUID  " 
"  SANITAS  CREOCIDE  "  ... 
"SANITAS  SOLDIS" 


coefficiency  22  to  24  \    >  ^ 

13  or  10 '   o  2  ? 


7  to  8 
5  to  C 


*  N.B.— "  Sanitas  Fluid  "  is  the  Standard  Disinfectam 
for  all  Sick-room  and  Household  purposes. 

The  "SANITAS"  CO., 

LTD., 

LOCKSLEY  ST.,  LIMEHOUSE,  LONDON,  E. 

C.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.C.,  P.O.S., 

Chairman. 

WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CC, 

49  Haymarket,    LONDON,  S,W 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCH'GERMAN 

PfiOPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


PRICE   LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


MUNN'S 

Genuine 

COD  LIVER  OIL. 


New  Season's  make.     Finest  Quality. 

Lowest  price  on  application  to 

W.  A.  MUNN, 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland. 


MILO  FOOD 

FOR  INFANTS. 

Quite  a  New  Departure! 

Based  on  Science  and  Practical  Experience. 

Sample  and  Tamphlet  free  on  Application  to 

NESTli  &  ANGLO-SWISS  CONDENSED  MILK  CO., 

6   &   8   EA8TCHEAP.  E.C. 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 

VINEGAR. 


Brewery:  LONDON,  N.W. 


PULVELLvE 

TRADE  MARK. 

WARRICK 

BROS.,  LTD. 


Ebitoual  Comments. 


Samuel  Ralph  Atkins. 

Although  Mr.  Atkins,  the  senior  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  in  Great  Britain,  retains  office  until  May  15, 
his  colleagues  have  fittingly  honoured  him  this  week  on  the 
occasion  of  the  last  public  meeting  of  the  Council.  On 
Tuesday  evening  they  entertained  him  to  dinner  privately, 
and,  without  attempting  to  pierce  the  veil  of  privacy,  we 
may  say  that  such  an  honour  is  rarely  accorded  to  any 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  only  to  those 
most  highly  esteemed  by  their  confreres  or  who  have  done 
the  Society  signal  service.  Both  these  attributes  belong  to 
Mr.  Atkins.  Singularly  beloved  by  his  colleagues  and 
eminently  popular  wherever  chemists  are  gathered  together, 
Mr.  Atkins  is  without  question  one  of  the  most  esteemed  of 
British  pharmacists  at  the  present  time,  and  for  forty  years 
at  least  he  has  been  known  as  one  of  the  most  gifted  orators 
in  our  craft.  Mr.  Atkins  is  now  bordering  on  his 
eightieth  year,  and,  although  he  retired  from  business  some 
years  ago  in  favour  of  his  son,  Mr.  William  Ralph  Atkins, 
Ph.C,  he  looks  back  upon  more  than  six  decades  of  active 
interest  and  participation  in  retail  pharmacy.  He  had  early 
aspirations  of  professional  preferment  for  his  craft,  which 
may  be  traced  to  his  apprenticeship  in  Weymouth  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Barling,  and  his  association  there  and  elsewhere 
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with  several  pharmaceutical  and  scientific  men  who  had 
distinguished  themselves  in  research.  It  was  not,  however, 
until  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  was  founded 
that  he  came  to  be  known  in  the  retail  drug-trade.  Mr. 
Atkins  had  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  British  Asso- 
ciation meetings,  and  naturally  joined  the  handful  of  phar- 
maceutical members  of  the  Association  who  founded  the 
Conference  in  1867.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Conference 
in  Edinburgh  (1871),  Mr.  Atkins  created  something  of  a 
sensation  by  a  paper  on  Pharmaceutical  Ethics,  in  which  he 
especially  discoursed  on  apprenticeship.  The  high  tone  of 
his  observations,  his  polished  English,  and  his  crystallisa- 
tion of  thoughts  till  then  amorphous  in  regard  to  the 
transition  from  the  old-fashioned  apprenticeship  to  the 
modern  method,  caught  the  attention  of  the  retail  trade, 
and  from  that  time  Mr.  Atkins  was  marked  out  for  prefer- 
ment. On  subsequent  occasions — namely,  in  1872  and  1877— 

Mr.  Atkins 

 \      was  called 

upon  to  dis- 
course further 
upon  Pharma- 
ceutical Ethics 
before  the 
Confe  r  e  n  c  e, 
and  since  then 
he  has  been 
one  of  the 
most  consis- 
tent participa- 
tors in  the 
Conf  erence 
meetings.  At 
Manchester,  in 
1887,  he  oc- 
cupied the  pre- 
sidential chair, 
and  that  being 
Jubilee  year, 
he    made  his 

address  a  review  of  the  scientific  and  pharmaceu- 
tical progress  during  Queen  Victorias  reign.  The 
address  more  than  justified  his  selection  as  President. 
Mr.  Atkins'  connection  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
dates  from  April  20,  1847,  when  he  was  registered 
as  an  Associate.  In  1874  he  was  called  upon  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  to  move  the  adoption 
of  the  Council's  report,  and  did  this  so  eloquently  and 
well  that  on  several  occasions  afterwards  the  task  was 
entrusted  to  him.  It  was  in  1874  that  he  first  sought  a  seat 
on  the  Council.  Those  were  the  days  when  contests  were 
keen— indeed,  in  1874  there  were  twenty-six  candidates  for 
fourteen  vacancies,  and  Mr.  Atkins  was  placed  sixteenth  on 
the  poll.  He  did  not  again  seek  election  until  1876,  but  then 
succeeded,  and  has  sat  on  the  Council  continuously  since. 
Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  was  first  elected  President  of  the 
Society  in  June  1882,  and  Mr.  Atkins  was  made  Vice-Presi- 
dent, he  being  the  suaviter  in  modo  to  Mr.  Carteighe's 
fortiter  in  re.  Mr.  Atkins  proved  a  most  acceptable  Vice- 
President,  and  the  first  one  since  Mr.  T.  Hyde  Hills' 
days  to  occupy  the  chair  for  more  than  three  years.  In 
1889  Mr.  Atkins  was  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
and  held  that  office  until  1903,  when  he  succeeded  Mr. 
Newsholme  as  President.  Exceptional  gifts  of  speech 
sometimes  overshadow  administrative  ability.  This  has 
almost  been  Mr.  Atkins'  fate.  His  Demosthenic  powers 
have  so  entranced  his  confreres  in  pharmacy  that  they 
have  been  apt  to  forget  that  during  his  thirty  years  on  the 


Me. 


E.  Atkins,  J. P. 


Pharmaceutical  Council  he  has  been  one  of  the  most 
assiduous  workers  and  ablest  administrators,  particularly 
in  regard  to  benevolence  and  finance,  while  as  years  have 
passed  his  colleagues  have  turned  to  him  in  difficulties  for 
that  advice  which  comes  with  years.  Mr.  Atkins  served  his 
ancient  town  of  Salisbury  as  Mayor,  and  was  for  years  a 
member  of  the  Wilts  County  Council.  He  sits  on  the  bench 
as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  actively  participates  in  the 
religious  work  of  the  Church  to  which  he  belongs.  In  the 
widest  sense  is  he  one  of  whom  we  British  pharmacists  are 
proud.  This,  happily,  is  not  the  time — and  it  may  long  be 
delayed — when  an  estimate  of  Mr.  Atkins'  career  has  to  be 
written ;  but  when  a  man  such  as  he  throws  off  the  official 
mantle,  it  is  well  that  some  expression  of  unofficial  apprecia- 
tion should  be  published,  and  we  do  it  knowing  that  there 
is  not  a  pharmacist  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  who  will 
not  join  with  us  in  wishing  length  of  days  and  continued 
honour  to  the  veteran  in  his  retirement. 


Lead  in  Acids. 

The  Local  Government  Board's  new  department  relating 
to  the  purity  of  food  and  drugs,  which  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  Dr.  G.  S.  Buchanan,  Inspector  of  Foods,  has 
issued  this  week  a  report  by  Mr.  A.  W.  J.  MacFadden, 
M.B.,  C.M.(Edin.),  D.P.H.(Camb.).,  on  lead  and  arsenic 
in  tartaric  acid,  citric  acid,  and  cream  of  tartar,  which  is  of 
direct  interest  to  the  wholesale  drug-trade  and  all  buyers  of 
these  products.  Representations  had  been  made  to  the 
Board  that  certain  manufacturers  and  importers  refuse  to 
give  any  guarantee  of  purity  in  respect  of  lead  and  arsenic 
in  tartaric  acid,  and  as  a  result  acid  containing  excessive 
amounts  of  these  impurities  is  finding  its  way  into  the 
market  for  food  and  drug  purposes,  and  the  inquiry  was 
accordingly  instituted.  About  1,800  tons  of  tartaric  acid 
is  imported  annually,  and  two  firms  who  manufacture  the 
bulk  of  the  acid  made  in  this  country  turn  out  1,300  tons  a 
year,  so  that  the  total  consumption  is  upwards  of  3,000 
tons.  Of  citric  acid  about  200  tons  is  imported  annually 
and  800  tons  is  made  in  home  factories,  while  about  3,000 
tons  of  cream  of  tartar  is  imported  annually.  The  report 
proceeds  to  describe  the  manufacture  and  impurities  of 
tartaric  acid,  showing  that  lead  is  liable  to  be  present  from 
the  use  of  lead-lined  vessels  in  the  course  of  manufacture. 
Mr.  R.  Wood  Smith  examined  eight  different  samples  of 
wine-lees  and  found  in  them  from  0.0025  to  0.004  grain  of 
arsenic  as  arsenious  acid  per  lb.  Arsenic  is  also  introduced 
from  the  sulphuric  acid  used  in  the  process  of  manufacture. 
Iron  is  not  infrequently  present  in  small  amounts  in  tartaric 
acid,  and  copper  is  also  an  occasional  impurity.  Dr. 
MacFadden  states  that  it  is  the  usual  practice  of  manu- 
facturers of  tartaric  acid  at  home  and  abroad  to  make  only 
one  quality  or  grade — namely,  that  which  is  suitable  for  food 
and  drug  purposes  ;  but  sometimes  the  acid  is  turned  out 
containing  a  considerable  amount  of  impurity,  yet  of  good 
appearance,  and,  rather  than  incur  the  expense  of  repurify- 
ing  this,  they  put  it  on  the  market  as  "  commercial  tartaric 
acid,"  this  cheaper  acid  being  preferred  for  calico-printing 
and  in  dye-works.  As  to  the  quantitative  determinations 
of  lead  and  arsenic,  Dr.  MacFadden  has  examined  many 
reports  on  the  subject  which  have  been  published,  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  obtained  the  assistance  of  the  Board  of 
Customs  in  collecting  samples  of  tartaric  acid  and  cream 
of  tartar  from  consignments  received  during  June  and 
July  1906.  Of  these  seventy-three  samples  of  tartaric  acid 
and  thirty-eight  of  cream  of  tartar  were  examined  in  the 
Government  laboratories,  and  we  here  summarise  the 
results  which  are  given  in  the  report  in  table  form  with 
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percentages  and  grains  per  lb.  We  use  the  latter,  and  note 
that  0.001  per  cent,  equals  0.07  grain  per  lb. 

Tartaric  Acid. 

Italy  consigned  5,532  cwt.  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1904. 
len  samples  were  analysed,  of  which  three  were  in  powder. 
Lead  to  the  extent  of  0.217,  0.084,  0.049,  0.161,  0.350,  0.084, 
0.140  grain  per  lb.  was  found  in  the  crystal  acid,  and' in  the 
powders  0.308,  0.273,  0.266  grain  per  lb.  Three  of  the  samples 
rt^HL  c„°!!'i'we(i,  arsenic ;  they  were  crystalline,  and  showed 
0.006,  0.008,  and  0.055  grain  of  arsenious  acid  per  lb. 

Spain  consigned  976  cwt.  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1904. 
Six  samples  of  powder  and  four  samples  of  crystal  acid  were 
5a»,  The  lead  found  in  the  powder  amounted  to  0.126, 
B  0-385,  0.420  0.098,  0  203  grain  per  lb.,  and  in  the  crystal 
0.070  0.182,  0.350,  and  0.140  grain  per  lb.  Only  four  of  the 
samples  were,  free  from  arsenic— namely,  two  crystals  and  two 
powders.  The  others  contained  in  the  powder  0.050,  0.060 
0.025,  and  0.050  grain  of  arsenious  acid  per  lb.,  and  in  the 
crystal  0.040,  0.030  grain  per  lb. 

rr^ej  States  consigned  4,000  cwt.  of  acid  to  the 

United  Kingdom  in  1904.  One  sample  only  was  analysed, 
it  was  a  powder,  and  contained  0.035  grain  per  lb.  of  lead 
but  was  free  from  arsenic. 

France  exported  1,908  cwt.  to  us  in  1904.  One  sample  of 
crystal  acid  was  analysed,  and  contained  0.007  grain  per  lb 
ot  lead,  but  was  free  from  arsenic. 

,anACrnla-ny  cons}Sned  13,955  cwt.  to  the  United  Kingdom  in 
t  i  nVo^Tl  ^eZ%  analysed,  four  in  powder,  and  they 
showed  0.252,  0.343,  0.063,  and  0.434  grain  of  lead  per  lb  ,  and 
two  contained  0.004  grain  of  arsenious  acid  per  lb  Two 
SnSP     a  nn?oStal  were  analysed,  and  were  found  to  contain 

r-  jnniw088  gra',n  °f  lead  per  lb-  and  one  of  the™  con- 
tained 0.005  grain  of  arsenious  acid  per  lb 

Austria  consigned  2,115  cwt.  of  tartaric  acid  to  the  United 
^4?7^n'nQR9°4--  T7?  ^P1^ were  analysed,  and  showed 
acid  each  per  lb  ral"  ^  °'°2  grai"  °f  arsenioUB 

Bome-manufactured  Acid.— Three  samples  were  analysed 
and  were  free  from  arsenic.  One  was  free  from  lead  and  the 
others  contained  0.021  and  0.078  grain  per  lb. 

Cream  of  Tartar. 

taSarln  1004°  tI^I  Kingdom  4,360  cwt.  of  cream  of 
tartar  in  1904.  Two  samples  of  powder  were  analysed  and 
one  showed  traces  of  arsenic  an5  the  other  was  free  The 
lead  content  was  0.217  and  0.189  grain  per  lb. 

rln!  !n  1Q&  Stffu  consi^ned  L650  cwt.  to  the  United  King- 
dom in  1904  and  the  sample  examined  contained  0.028  grain 
of  lead  per  lb.    It  was  free  from  arsenic 

France  exported  43,988  cwt.  to  us  in  1904.  Seven  samnles 
were  analysed,  three  in  crystal,  and  four  in  powdeT  All S 
free  from  arsenic,  except  one  crystal  sample,  which  showed 
0.010  grain  of  arsenious  acid  per  lb.  The  lead  contained  In 
the  crystal  was  0.126,  0.056,  anS  0.112  grain  per" fa  S  thl 
powder  0.189,  0.231,  0.028,  0.028  grain  per Tb 

German's  exports  to  us  amounted  to  5,173  cwt.  in  1904  Five 
samples  analysed  were  in  powder,  and  all  but  one  were  frle 
from  arsenic  (a  second  showed  traces),  and  0  02  Train  of 
arsenious  acid  per  lb  was  the  amount  determined  in  the  con 
taminated  sample.    One  was  free  from  lPad  arS  HI  £ 
contained  0  021P0.070,  0419^^0.126^^ per V*  ^ 

Home-made  Cream  of  Tartar  showed  in  each  of  the  two 
ar»SoB  a     yS6d  °-14°  grain  °f  1Cad  P«  lb">  bufwas  free  from 

Dr.  MacFadden  points  out  that  in  fifteen  out  of  the  thirty 
foreign  samples  tested,  the  amount  of  lead  present  did  not 
exceed  0  002  per  cent.,  the  highest  figure  was  0.062  per 
cent. ;  and  he  also  emphasises  the  fact  that  notable  quantities 
of  arsenic  were  found  in  several  samples  of  Spanish  tartaric 
a.C1nd'J  e  Arsenic  Commission  placed  a  limit  on  arsenic 
of  0.00014  per  cent.,  or  ^  (0.01)  grain  per  lb.,  and  this,  in 
the  case  of  cream  of  tartar,  was  exceeded  by  one  sample 
only.  The  freedom  of  British-made  products  from  arsenic 
is  most  satisfactory.  The  report  also  deals  with  present 
standards  ,n  regard  to  lead  and  arsenic  in  tartaric  and 
citnc  acids  and  cream  of  tartar,  reference  being  made  to 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  requirements,  and  to  the  report 
presented  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  in  May  1904,  by  Professor  W.  E.  Dunstan 
and  Mr.  H.  H.  Robinson,  and  to  the  paper  on  "  The  Detec- 
tion and  Estimation  of  Lead,"  by  the  late  Mr.  R.  Warington 
-t.K.b.  Dr.  MacFadden  also  examined  the  forms  of 
guarantee  in  use  for  these  products  and  the  standards 
adopted,  and  concludes  with  the  following  remarks  • 


In  view  of  the  uses  to  which  tartaric  and  citric  acids  and 
cream  of  tartar  are  put,  recognised  definitions  of  objection- 
able impurities  are  needed  for  application  by  manufac- 
turers, chemists,  and  analysts,  and  for  use  by  importers  and 
merchants  selling  these  materials  for  food  and  drug  pur- 
poses. 

The  requirements  for  this  purpose  of  the  1885  and  1898 
editions  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  for  the  reasons  given 
above,  do  not  in  the  case  of  either  tartaric  or  citric  acid 
serve  this  purpose  as  regards  contamination  by  lead  and 
arsenic. 

General  adoption  of  definite  numerical  limits  of  impurity 
as  regards  lead  and  arsenic  in  tartaric  and  citric  acid  would 
seem  to  offer  a  more  satisfactory  basis  for  trade  guarantees 
and  for  analytical  practice.  Of  such  a  character  is  the 
"  cream-of-tartar  standard  "  already  adopted  by  traders  and 
analysts,  in  which  the  limit  of  impurity  in  cream  of  tartar 
is  fixed  at  amounts  not  exceeding  0.002  per  cent,  (approxi- 
mately $  grain  per  lb.)  of  lead  and  0.00014  per  cent. 
(iJn  grain  per  lb.)  of  arsenic  (arsenious  oxide). 

The  same  degree  of  purity  has  been  shown  to  be  attain- 
able in  practice  not  only  in  cream  of  tartar,  but  also  in 
tartaric  and  citric  acids,  and  is,  at  the  present  time,  reached 
by  a  large  proportion  of  these  commodities  of  different 
origins  analysed  in  this  country. 

Lead  and  arsenic  are  two  substances  in  which  the  dele- 
terious effect  of  continued  ingestion  of  small  doses  has 
been  clearly  shown.  It  should  be  the  aim  of  the  manufac 
turer  to  exclude  both  these  substances  from  articles  of  food 
and  food  ingredients.  Looking  to  all  the  circumstances, 
however,  and  having  in  view  the  quantities  in  which  tartaric 
and  citric  acids  and  cream  of  tartar  are  consumed  in  food, 
drinks,  medicines,  etc..  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that 
minute  amounts  of  lead  or  arsenic  (arsenious  oxide)  below 
0.002  per  cent,  and  0.00014  per  cent,  respectively,  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  justify  their  condemnation. 

The  report  is  published  by  the  official  booksellers  (Messrs. 
Wyman  and  others)  at  3(7.  It  is  a  significant  contribution  to 
the  literature  on  the  subject,  and  is  an  example  of  official 
guidance  for  administrators  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  which  all  traders  affected  by  the  law  will  welcome. 


Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Degree. 

The  portentous  document  submitted  to  the  Executive  of 
the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
regarding  the  proposed  pharmacy  degree  of  the  Edinburgh 
University  was  not,  we  observe,  officially  printed,  but  full 
publicity  was  given  to  it  through  our  pages  last  week  (see 
C.  &  D.,  p.  634).  There  is,  we  understand,  some  feeling 
in  Scotland  about  the  matter,  the  Executive  and  the 
Council  not  seeing  eye  to  eye  in  it;  and  the  dispute  appears 
to  have  reached  a  crisis,  for  a  deputation  of  the  Executive 
to  meet  the  Council  has  been  proposed,  and  that  is  always 
an  indication  of  gravity.  To  the  majority  of  chemists 
and  druggists  in  England  and  Wales  it  may  be  incomprehen- 
sible why  the  two  bodies  should  quarrel  about  anything 
apparently  so  immaterial  to  retail  chemists  as  a  University 
degree,  but  this  condition  of  mind  overlooks  two  important 
factors — first,  that  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  as  an  examining  body  to  be  in  touch  with 
University  authorities  (and  that  has  always  been  desired 
in  Scotland)  ;  and,  secondly,  chemists  and  druggists  in  Scot- 
land are  specially  privileged  in  so  far  as  their  business  as  dis- 
pensing chemists  exercises  the  higher  qualification  more  than 
in  the  case  of  the  majority  of  retail  chemists  south  of  the 
Border,  while  the  Carnegie  Trust  makes  it  possible  for  Minor 
students  to  obtain  the  benefits  of  that  Trust  if  they  take 
their  professional  education  in  the  Universities.  It  may 
also  be  observed  that  in  Scotland  the  feeling  in  regard  to  a 
University  education  differs  totally  from  what  it  is  south 
of  the  Border,  where  for  centuries  Oxford,  Cambridge,  and 
Durham  were  the  only  seats  of  learning,  and  catered  for  the 
aristocratic  and  ecclesiastical  only.  With  four  Universities 
since  the  sixteenth  century  for  a  population  which  is  a  tenth 
of  that  of  England,  the  opportunities  for  an  academic  finish 
are  open  to  the  poorest  in  Scotland,  irrespective  of  class  and 
creed,  and  the  present  movement  for  pharmacy  degrees  is 
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part  of  an  endeavour  to  adapt  University  methods  to  modern 
requirements.  It  is  well  to  keep  these  facts  in  view  when 
considering  the  proposals.  These  came  before  a  meeting  of 
the  General  Council  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  held 
in  Edinburgh  on  Wednesday,  May  1,  when  the  sub-com- 
mittee reported  upon  the  draft  ordinance  embodying  regula- 
tions for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Pharmacy.  The  report 
stated  that  "  pharmacy  or  the  dispensing  of  drugs  may  be 
engaged  in  by  every  registered  medical  practitioner,"  and 
proceeded  to  state  that  the  ordinary  business  of  dispensing 
chemist  is  carried  on  by  chemists  and  druggists  or  phar- 
maceutical chemists  holding  the  proper  qualifications  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  The  Society's 
statutory  powers  and  the  examinations  conducted  by  them 
were  then  referred  to,  and  it  was  mentioned  that,  in  common 
with  members  of  other  professions,  pharmacists  desire  to 
improve  their  educational  condition,  and  this  desire  has  of 
late  been  stimulated  towards  the  obtaining  of  academic 
recognition.  Reference  was  also  made  to  the  Manchester 
[Victoria]  University's  arrangements  for  the  degree  of  B.Sc. 
in  Pharmacy  and  the  education  of  pharmacy  students  in  that 
University ;  further,  the  North  British  Branch  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  has  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 
the  Scottish  Universities  a  schehie  for  the  University  train- 
ing of  pharmaceutical  students  and  for  the  institution  of  a 
degree.  In  response  to  this  appeal  the  University  of  Glasgow 
has  instituted  a  degree  of  B.Sc.  in  Pharmacy  embodying  the 
following  provisions  : 

1.  The  passing  of  the  Arts  Preliminary  examination,  with 
mathematics  on  the  higher  standard,  and  the  optional  sub- 
stitution of  French  or  German  for  Latin  or  Greek — sub- 
stantially the  Preliminary  examination  for  Science  degrees. 

2.  University  attendance  during  three  years  upon  seven 
courses  of  instruction,  of  which  four  must  be  taken  in  the 
University  of  Glasgow. 

3.  First  Science  examination,  "  with  the  addition  of  prac- 
tical work  in  the  subjects  which  admit  of  it,"  in  mathe- 
matics or  biology  (zoology  and  botany),  natural  philosophy, 
chemistry,  on  the  standard  of  the  First  B.Sc.  examination  in 
pure  science. 

4.  Final  Science  examination  on  a  higher  standard  in 
chemistry,  botany,  materia  medica,  pharmacy. 

5.  Before  presenting  themselves  for  the  Final  examina- 
tion candidates  must  be  registered  chemists  and  druggists 
or  graduates  in  medicine. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  degree  the  professor  of  materia 
medica  in  Glasgow  is  added  to  the  Faculty  of  Science,  and 
the  scheme  is  just  that  of  a  pure  Science  degree  with 
materia  medica  and  pharmacy  specially  placed  on  the  high 
Science  standard. 

With  reference  to  these  provisions  the  sub-committee 
pointed  out  that  they  do  not  in  gremio  do  much,  if  anything, 
on  the  practical  side  to  encourage  the  ordinary  chemist  and 
druggist  in  academic  study,  or  to  stimulate  advanced  study 
or  research.  Its  benefit  to  the  pharmaceutical  profession 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  sub-committee,  doubtful,  and  it 
does  not  commit  Glasgow  University  to  either  general  or 
special  technical  instruction  for  the  pharmacist.  The 
scheme  submitted  the  North  British  Branch  held  out  the 
prospect  that  it  adoption  might  lead  to  the  Universities 
being  asked  to  conduct  in  chemistry  and  botany  the  Society's 
qualifying  examination.  Considering  these  diverse  views 
and  policies,  the  University  Court  thought  it  advisable  to 
institute,  distinct  from  the  degrees  in  Science,  a  degree  to 
be  called  Bachelor  of  Pharmacy  (Pharm.  Baa).  The  lead- 
ing features  of  the  draft  ordinance  are  : 

1.  An  Entrance  examination  in  the  subjects  and  on  the 
standard  of  the  Medical  Preliminary,  but  excluding  Greek 
as  an  alternative  subject  to  French  or  German. 

2.  Three  years'  attendance  in  eight  subjects,  five  of  which 
must  be  taken  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

3.  A  First  examination  in  botany,  zoology,  physics,  and 
chemistry  identical  with  the  First  Professional  in  medicine. 

4.  A  Final  examination  "on  a  higher  standard"  in 
chemistry,  botany,  materia  medica,  and  pharmaov. 


5.  Prior  to  the  Final  candidates  must  be  registered 
chemists  and  druggists  or  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  sub-committee  recommend  that  the  General  Council 
should  urge  upon  the  Court  some  much  more  definite  indica- 
tion of  what  the  Final  examination  is  intended  to  be,  both 
as  regards  scope  and  standard ;  whether,  for  example,  it  is 
to  be  wide  and  purely  scientific,  or  highly  specialised  and 
adapted  to  the  pharmaceutical  aspects  of  the  subjects  named. 
There  is,  it  is  stated,  a  very  cogent  reason  for  asking  this 
question,  because  if  the  latter  alternative  be  the  answer,  the 
University  will  be  more  or  less  committed  to  setting  up 
special  courses  of  instruction  at  expense  large  relatively 
to  the  probable  number  of  students,  or  looking  to  some  other 
institution  to  provide  such  courses.  Neither  of  the  alterna- 
tive answers  seems  to  meet  the  request  of  the  pharmaceutical 
profession  for  University  instruction  in  the  subjects  embraced 
in  the  Society's  Minor  examination  beyond  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  First  Degree  examination.  Without  prejudic- 
ing the  question  of  a  Pharmaceutical  Department,  the  sub- 
committee point  out  what  the  Heriot-Watt  College  proposes, 
but  seem  inclined  to  favour  a  new  departure,  such  as  has 
been  made  at  Manchester ;  but  there  is  a  distinctly  doubtful 
note  about  this.  It  appears  to  us  that  these  proposals  are 
not  designed  to  hurt  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  interests, 
but  there  must  be  careful  consideration  before  the  Society 
can  intimate  acquiescence.  Thus  the  Society  has  not  at 
present  the  power  to  accept  any  University's  examination 
in  lieu  of  its  own  in  botany  and  chemistry.  This  would  be 
contrary  to  Section  8  of  the  1852  Act ;  moreover,  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  Privy  Council's  declaration  of  1885  that  the 
Society  has  no  power  to  institute  conditions  precedent  to  the 
qualifying  examination  provided  by  the  1868  Act.  We 
gather  from  the  Edinburgh  University  sub-committee's 
report  that  its  negotiations  have  been  with  the  Executive  of 
the  North  British  Branch,  and,  probably,  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  Executive  has  statutory  powers,  or  at 
least  power  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  Council  of  the  Society. 
Here  appears  to  lie  the  origin  of  the  present  impasse. 


A  Curious  Document. 

We  printed  last  week  a  schedule  of  poisons  issued  by  the 
London  and  Provincial  U.R.  Druggists  and  Drug-stores 
Association.  The  third  part  of  this  schedule  comprised 
proprietary  or  patent  medicines  containing  scheduled 
poisons.  It  appears,  we  find,  to  be  based,  without  autho- 
rity, on  a  list  of  proprietary  articles  published  in  Messrs. 
Francis  Newbery  &  Sons'  catalogue  some  years  ago. 

Adulterated  Foods  8 

The  successful  action  by  the  Plasmon  Co.  against  Messrs. 
MacSymons,  of  Liverpool,  renews  the  interest  in  a  letter 
which  Mr.  John  MacSymon  addressed  last  July  to  every 
member  of  Parliament  in  the  Liverpool  district  appealing 
for  further  legislation  in  regard  to  adulterated  foods.  In 
this  letter  Mr.  MacSymon  used  some  strong  language  about 
the  system  of  inspection  in  Great  Britain  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  In  the  course  of  this,  referring  to 
proprietary  brands  of  tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  etc.,  he  said  that 
hundreds  of  articles  may  invade  the  British  market  under 
coined  names,  and 

such  articles  are  fearlessly  advertised  at  prices  which 
usually  yield  to  the  manufacturers  hundreds  per  cent,  of 
profit,  with  spurious  recommendations  in  regard  to  purity, 
nutriment,  or  other  virtue.  For  example,  concoctions  of 
common  cocoa,  dried  milk,  cheap  arrowroot  and  sugar,  or 
other  cheapening  ingredients  may  be  sold  freely  at  high 
prices  under  claptrap  titles  or  catchwords  without  restraint. 

Mr.  MacSymon  then  went  on  to  speak  about  butter-substi- 
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tutes,  rolled  oats,  and  the  like,  bringing  in  also  patent  medi- 
cines, as  to  which  he  said  : 

Usually  the  makers  of  nostrums  dare  not  divulge  in- 
gredients, and,  as  their  object  is  to  pocket  the  largest  pos- 
sible profit,  the  mystery  attending  the  composition  lends 
itself  to  the  most  flagrant  extortion  and  deception.  Cajoled 
by  subtle  advertisements,  the  unsuspecting  public  buy  such 
goods  carelessly,  and  many  items  which  claim  flesh-form- 
ing or  nerve-strengthening  qualities  are  purchased  by  the 
very  class  who  should  most  carefully  avoid  them. 

Mr.  MacSymon  proceeded  to  state  that  "  legislation  is  most 
urgently  required  in  regard  to  made-up  proprietary  articles, 
especially  with  a  view  of  having  them  described  honestly, 
and  to  secure  the  abolition  of  coined  names  which,  .  .  . 
if  not  actually  misleading,  had  been  formed  to  serve  the 
selfish  purposes  of  the  manufacturers."  This  interesting 
document  did  not  come  into  the  High  Court  last  week  so  far 
as  we  are  aware. 

British  Fine  Chemicals. 

A  month  ago  we  referred  to  a  proposal  to  form  a  syndicate 
for  utilising  the  provisions  of  the  1906  Revenue  Act  in  the 
manufacture  of  pharmaceutical  and  fine  chemicals.  From  a 
tolerably  well-founded  source  we  learn  that  it  is  highly 
probable  that  such  a  syndicate  will  soon  see  the  light. 
Rumour  has  it  that  earlier  proposals  foundered  on  the 
rock  Research.  It  should  go  without  saying  that  no  earthly 
good  can  be  done  by  attempting  to  manufacture  chemicals 
or  preparations  already  patented,  and  as  to  which  valuable 
and  necessary  experience  has  been  gained  at  costs  amply 
repaid  in  course  of  time.  One  essential  and  primary  con- 
dition is  an  adequately  equipped  and  properly  staffed 
laboratory  for  scientific  and  technical  research,  at  the  head 
of  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  place  the  very  best  man 
that  can  be  found,  and  to  pay  him  well.  Such  a  laboratory 
should  be  the  nucleus  of  a  factory,  suitably  situated  and 
sufficiently  capitalised.  Britishers  throw  money  into  all 
kinds  of  ventures  as  to  which  neither  common  sense  nor 
reasonable  prospects  exist.  We  trust  the  intelligent  and 
enterprising  will  not  allow  trade  jealousies  or  considera- 
tions of  the  expense  of  research  to  deter  them,  and  will  keep 
in  view  that  patience  is  a  virtue  in  this  as  in  other  com- 
mercial ventures.  This  will  be  an  occasion  for  discovering 
how  far  Professor  Meldola's  criticisms  on  the  position  of 
British  technical  research  are  justified,  and  whether  or 
not  the  patriotic  and  strenuous  efforts  by  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer 
to  secure  the  freer  use  of  industrial  alcohol  will  yet  bring 
their  due  reward  to  British  chemical  industry. 

Sea-sickness. 

A  correspondent,  a  subscriber  in  Scotland,  has  favoured 
us  with  a  cutting  from  an  article  by  Minnie  L.  Dowie  on 
sea-sickness  printed  in  the  "  Weekly  Scotsman  "  of  April  20. 
In  the  course  of  this  article  the  authoress  says  : 

Sea-sickness  has  been  described,  in  medical  language,  as 
due  to  a  reflex  action  of  the  nervous  system,  which  causes 
the  stomach  to  eject  whatever  is  in  it.  This  is  why  some 
people  take  bromides  before  setting  out  on  a  voyage,  to 
soothe  the  nervous  system.  I  have  heard  of  people,  who, 
dreading  sea-sickness  very  much,  take  10  grains  of  bromide 
of  sodium  three  times  a  day  for  a  week  before  sailing,  and 
continue  to  take  it  for  two  or  three  days  after  sailing.  The 
bromide  in  these  cases  was  dissolved  in  chloroform-water. 
Some  people  take  30  drops  of  chloroform  as  soon  as  they  are 
on  board,  and  another  30  drops  before  retiring  for  the 
night. 

Apart  from  the  excellent  advertisement  to  Mr.  White,  it 
will  be  noted  that  the  writer  has  gone  wrong  on  the  dose 
of  chloroform,  which  the  Pharmacopoeia  gives  as  1  to 
5  minims ;  but  last  week  she  explained  that  spirit  of  chloro- 
form is  meant. 

The  Select  Committee  Choice. 
We  have,  during  the  past  month,  asked  our  subscribers 
to  suggest  which  three  pharmacists  would  best  represent  the 


interests  of  the  retail  drug-trade  in  giving  evidence  before 
the  Select  Committee  to  be  appointed  on  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Bill.  The  response  we  have  had  is  interesting, 
particularly  as  showing  that  retailers  generally  do  not 
appear  to  be  much  concerned  about  the  Bill.  Whether  this 
is  due  to  the  statements  by  those  who  know  that  the  Bill 
is  not  likely  to  be  proceeded  with  this  Session,  or  to  retailers 
being  tired  of  legislative  effort,  we  do  not  pretend  to  say, 
but  the  truth  doubtless  lies  between  these  surmises.  The 
voting  is  as  follows  : 


W.  S.  Glvn- Jones         ...  42    Peter  MacEwan   5 

R.  A.  Robinson,  sen.    ...  32  !  A.  E.  Hobbs    5 

J.  Rymer  Young  16  |  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme     ...  3 

John  C.  Umney  11    J   C.  Pentney    3 

A.  C.  Wootton    9    Peter  Boa   1 

J.  Rutherford  Hill        ...    8  ;  T.  C.  Cornwell    1 

James  Reid    7    W.  G.  Cross    1 

J.  F.  Tocher    6  ;  David  Storrar    1 


In  addition  to  these,  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  (Dublin)  and  Mr. 
Jesse  Boot  are  voted  for,  but  the  first-named  is  not  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  second  is  not  a  pharmacist.  The  selection 
curiously  ignores  the  names  of  several  distinguished  pharma- 
cists who  might  have  been  expected  to  figure  in  a  spontaneous 
vote.  We  promised  a  guinea  as  a  prize  to  the  voter  who 
came  nearest  to  the  general  vote.  Three  are  entitled  to  rank 
—viz.,  Mr.  J.  Lloyd,  267  King's  Road,  S.W. ;  Mr.  Robert 
Aitken,  chemist  and  druggist,  2  Coral  Street,  Belgrave, 
Leicester;  and  Mr.  Frank  Inglis,  dispensing  chemist,  The 
Pharmacy,  Heaton  Chapel.  The  guinea  will  be  divided 
among  them. 

"  What's  Sauce  for  the  Goose  " 

[The  Earl  of  Crewe  said  the  Prohibition  of  Medical  Practice 
by  Companies  Bill  met  something  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Government,  nearly  approached  a  public  scandal— namely, 
the  possibility  of  evasion  by  unqualified  persons  of  the  law 
relating  to  medical  practice  (see  p.  686J. 

Now  we  all  must  rejoice  that  his  Lordship  of  Crewe 

At  length  to  the  Truth  is  converted ; 
Not  so  very  long  since,  as  all  pharmacists  knew, 

HLs  ideas  were  slightly  perverted. 

This  the  doctors  have  changed  ;  to  that  noble  profess- 
ion we  really  must  kindle  a  candle, 

For  they've  opened  his  eyes  to  the  wish  to  enmesh 
The  House  in  a  public  scandal. 

For  the  Stores  and  for  Jesse  excuses  were  found 
When  chemists  were  put  on  the  carpet ; 

But  our  argument  now  is  acknowledged  quite  sound — 
There's  no  Jesse  to  twist  it  and  warp  it. 

So  the  present,  Lord  Crewe,  is  an  opportune  time, 

And  now  is  the  proper  occasion, 
Right  down  from  your  former  position  to  climb 

And  to  stop  this  disgraceful  evasion. 

Land-taxation. 

The  appointment  of  many  chemists  as  Land-tax  Com- 
missioners within  the  past  few  months  has  led  to  some 
curiosity  on  the  subject.  Inquiries  show  that  these  ap- 
pointments have  been  made  with  a  view  to  the  probability 
of  taxation-reform,  or  legislative  proposals  which  may  be 
made  in  the  near  future  affecting  the  land  system  of  the 
country.  It  appears,  from  a  circular  issued  by  the  "  Eng- 
lish League  for  the  Taxation  of  Land-values,"  that  the 
land-tax,  as  it  stands  to-day,  is  virtually  the  same  as  it  was- 
in  1797  ;  while  the  valuation  as  it  was  in  the  year  1692  is- 
still  in  force.  The  unredeemed  amount  of  the  land-tax  in 
1905  was  only  965,095?.,  whereas  if  the  tax  of  4s.  in  the 
pound  were  applicable  to  the  present  value  of  the  whole  land' 
in  the  country  it  has  been  estimated  that  close  on< 
40,000,000/.  would  be  realised  from  that  source  alone.  This- 
is  a  subject  on  which  "  our  member,"  Mr.  Richard  Winfrey, 
could  doubtless  say  a  good  deal,  if  he  would. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  (Sreat  Britain. 


COUNCIL 

THE  Society's  House  in  Bloomsbury  Square  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  house-painters,  and  should  present  a 
spick-and-span  appearance  by  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting. 
The  Council-meeting  on  Wednesday  was  short  and  formal, 
there  being  practically  no  speeches  or  comments.  The  com- 
mittee of  the  Benevolent  Fund  recommended  grants 
amounting  to  111.,  which  the  Council  agreed  to,  and  the 
Chairman  (Mr.  Atkins)  reported  that  the  arrangements  for 
the  decennial  dinner  are  making  progress.  The  Com- 
pendium Committee  fixed  the  price  of  the  "  Codex  "  at 
10s.  6d.  and  8s.  6d.  (if  paid  before  publication),  and  another 
committee,  after  considering  the  question,  find  that  it  is 
inadvisable  to  appoint  an  Organising   Secretary.  Mr. 

B.  A.  Bull  was  announced  as  the  winner  of  the  Pereira 
medal,  while  the  Council  silver  medal  was  awarded  to  Mr. 

C.  H.  Hampshire.  M.  E.  Collin  (Paris),  Professor  Emil 
Fischer  (Berlin),  Professor  R.  Meldola  (London),  Sir 
Alexander  Pedler  (late  of  Calcutta),  and  Professor  J.  D. 
Mann  (Manchester)  were  elected  honorary  members  of  the 
Society.  The  Council  considered  a  draft  of  the  annual 
report,  which  in  its  finally  accepted  form  is  given  on  the 
next  page. 


£2,071  17  7 

This,  with  the  balance  from  last  month  and  after  paying 
the  amounts  authorised  at  tbe  last  meeting  and  repaying  a 
loan  to  the  bank,  left  a  balance  on  the  General  Fund  of 
3,6917.  lis.  8d.,  from  which  the  following  payments  were 
authorised  : 

On  behalf  of  the  "  Journal  "   £564  14  3 

Sundries   8   5  2 

H°u?e    \".      409   9  6 

Stationery,  etc.  ...       ...       ...       ...       43  12  9 

Current  Expenses    350    0  0 

Salaries,  etc.    262  18  4 

bcnool  and  Examinations    350    9  5 

Law-charges    26  11  10 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.,  on  May  1.  There 
were  present  the  President  (Mr.  J.  P.  Young),  the  Vice- 
President  (Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington),  the  Treasurer  (Mr. 
Walter  Hills),  and  Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen,  S.  R.  Atkins,  A.  S. 
Campkin,  M.  Carteighe,  W.  G.  Cross,  W.  L.  Currie, 
W.  H.  Gibson,  R.  L.  Gifford,  A.  Hagon,  J.  Harrison, 
A.  E.  Hobbs,  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  C.  J.  Park,  D.  Storrar, 
and  A.  C.  Wootton. 

Mr.  R.  Bremridge  (the  Secretary)  was  assisted  by  Mr. 
Froude,  as  Mr.  Chater  is  suffering  from  a  breakdown. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Lady  Hanbury,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  her  Ladyship  was  "much  touched  by  the  kind 
expression  of  sympathy  "  which  the  Council  sent  her. 

A  number  of  members  and  student-associates  were  elected, 
a  number  were  restored  to  their  former  positions  in  the 
Society,  and  one  chemist's  name  was  restored  to  the  Register 
of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

Finance. 

The  Vice-President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  Finance 
Committee's  report,  which  showed  the  following  receipts 
during  the  month  : 

Penalties  and  Costs    £22    3  0 

Subscriptions    1,452  13  6 

"  Pharmaceutical  Journal  "   281  17  4 

Restoration-fees    3    3  0 

Registration-fees    220  10  0 

Rent  and  Ground-rent    91  10  9 


£2,016   1  3 

The  balances  on  the  Benevolent  Fund  account  were  as 
follows  : 

Current  Account   £1  082  17  11 

Donation  Account    9  g 

Orphan  Fund    ...       97  jg  q 


MEETING. 

The  Vice-President  mentioned  that  the  Benevolent  Fund 
had  recently  received  a  donation  of  261.  5s.  from  the  Phar- 
macy Club  and  11.  from  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Associa- 
tion, and  we  may  add  that  the  apparent  depletion  of  the 
donation  account  shown  above  is  due  to  the  repayment  of  a 
loan  of  1007.,  which  was  borrowed  from  the  bank. 

Benevolent  Fund 

Mr.  Atkins  (Chairman  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Com- 
mittee) moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  had  first 
been  considered  in  committee.  Grants  amounting  to  777. 
were  made  to  five  applicants.  A  grant  of  57.  was  also 
voted  towards  the  support  of  Edwin  Bennett  in  the  Orphan 
Asylum,  Watford,  until  midsummer,  when  the  boy  wilJ 
reach  the  age-limit.  The  arrangements  for  the  dinner  lead 
Mr.  Atkins  to  anticipate  a  successful  function,  and  he  ap- 
pealed for  a  generous  response  to  the  claims  for  support. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Secretary  reminded  the  Council  of  the  appeal  for 
I  votes  on  behalf  of  Harold  Reginald  Dunn  and  Percy  Vin- 
,  cent  Dunn,  who  are  seeking  admission  to  the  London  Orphan 
j  Asylum  (Watford)  and  Infant  Orphan  Asylum  (Wan- 
stead)  respectively. 

Library,  etc.,  Committee. 
Two  reports  of  the  Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House 
Committee  were  next  presented  by  Mr.  Walter  Hills.  The 
first,  referring  to  the  meeting  of  April  16,  approved  of 
Messrs.  Parkinson's  account  for  647.  for  repairs  and  decora- 
tions. Professor  Crossley  has  been  offered  an  appointment 
as  examiner  in  the  London  University,  and  the  committee 
unanimously  agreed  to  allow  the  Professor  to  accept  it. 

j  The  money  offered  by  Messrs.  Lund  and  Sowray  on  behalf 
of  the  York  Chemists'  Association  is  to  be  accepted  and 

;  paid  out  in  instalments  as  required  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  York  Association.    The  second  report  referred! 
to  the  preparation  of  the  draft  annual  report,  and  sanc- 
tioned the  extension  of  the  estimate  for  repairs  to  the  house. 
Both  reports  were  adopted. 

Compendium  Committee. 

This  Committee  recommended  that  the  subscription-price 
of  the  "Codex"  be  8s.  6d.  to  members  and  student-asso- 
ciates who  subscribe  before  the  publication  of  the  work. 

Mr.  Carteighe  moved  this,  and  it  was  agreed  to  without 
comment. 

The  Report  of  the  Journal  Committee — a  formal  one — 
was  also  agreed  to. 

Organisation. 

The  report  of  the  organisation  committee  was  that  the 
Secretary  submitted  a  statement  as  promised  on  the  schemes- 
propounded  by  Mr.  Gifford  and  Mr.  Hobbs,  and  after  a, 
long  discussion  it  was  decided  that  "it  is  inadvisable  to 
appoint  an  organising  secretary." 

This  report  was  passed  by  the  Council  without  remark. 
Diplomas  Granted. 

Diplomas  of  pharmaceutical  chemist  sealed  with  the  sea?' 
of  the  Society  were  granted  to  the  twenty  pharmacists  who 
recently  passed  the  Major. 

Examinations. 
The  report  on  the  recent  examinations,  which  was  nexi 
presented,  stated  that  of  thirty-three  Major  candidates 
examined  in  London  nineteen  passed;  in  Scotland  one 
passed  out  of  three  candidates.  For  the  Minor  in  London 
there  were  225  candidates,  seventy  passing.  In  Edinburgh 
ninety-four  Minor  candidates  were  examined  and  thirty- 
eight  passed.  Certificates  by  approved  examining  bodies 
were  received  from  105  persons  desiring  to  be  registered  as- 
apprentices  or  students. 

The  Pereira  Medal. 

There  were  ten  candidates  for  the  Pereira  Medal  and' 
Council  prizes,  two  of  whom  obtained  more  than  the  requisite 
number  of  marks.  The  Pereira  Medal  was  therefore 
awarded  to  Mr.  Bertram  Alfred  Bull  and  the  silver  medal 
to  Mr.  C.  H.  Hampshire. 

The  examiners  were  thanked  for  their  services. 
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Mr.  H.  Finnemore  was  appointed  examiner  for  the  Jacob 
Bell  scholarship  and  Manchester  scholarship  examinations. 

Honorary  Members. 

The  following  members  duly  proposed  at  the  last  meeting 
were  elected  honorary  members  of  the  Society  : 
M.  Eugene  Colin,  Paris.         Professor  Raphael  Meldola, 
Professor     Emil      Fischer,  London. 

Berlin.  Sir  Alexander  PeJler,  late  of 

Calcutta. 

Professor  John  Dixon  Mann,  Manchester. 
Mr.  Wootton  suggested  that  a  short  statement  should  be 
given  to  the  Council  of  the  services  of  each  of  these  gentle- 
men, as  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  they  advanced 
the  cause  of  pharmacy  and  become  entitled  to  this  great 
honour. 

Mr.  Carteighe  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  refer  to  the 
merits  of  the  honorary  members  in  public. 

North  British  Branch. 

Tho  report  of  the  executive  of  the  North  British  Branch 
was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes.  This  report  gave 
in  detail  the  work  that  has  been  done  in  Scotland  during 
1906.  The  membership  in  Scotland  is  745,  an  increase  of 
thirty-three  over  the  previous  year.  The  following  para- 
graph embodies  the  present  position  in  regard  to  degrees  in 
pharmacy  : 

The  committee,  along  with  the  committee  of  the  Board 
of  Examiners  for  Scotland,  has  continued  to  watch  over 
the  progress  of  the  University  Scheme  for  the  institution  of 
a  curriculum  for  pharmaceutical  students  and  a  Science 
Degree  in  Pharmacy.  The  Joint  Committee,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Professor  Sir  Thomas  Fraser,  considered  the  pro- 
posed Ordinance  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  com- 
pared it  with  the  proposed  Ordinance  of  the  University  of 
Glasgow.  Though  differing  in  subordinate  points,  the  two 
Ordinances  appeared  to  be  entirely  in  line  with  the  original 
scheme,  and  would  equally  accomplish  the  essential  pur- 
poses— namely,  a  University  course  of  study  and  a  degree 
inpharmacy,  open  to  registered  chemists.  The  Joint  Com- 
mittee therefore  approved  of  both.  Learning  that  the 
Ordinances  were  likely  to  be  immediately  before  the  Privy 
Council  for  sanction,  and  that  a  petition  favourable  to  them 
would  expedite  matters,  the  Joint  Committee  suggested  to 
the  Council  that  a  petition  in  favour  of  both  Ordin- 
ances might  be  forwarded  to  the  Privy  Council.  In 
consequence  of  an  intimation  from  the  Council  that  they 
did  not  see  their  way  to  approve  of  the  Edinburgh  Or- 
dinance, all  procedure  in  regard  to  promoting  its  sanction 
has  been  deferred  meantime.  Believing  that  the  Council 
had  not  been  sufficiently  informed,  and  that  there  was 
some  misapprehension,  the  Joint  Committee  sent  up  a 
memorandum  on  the  whole  scheme,  at  the  same  time  asking 
the  Council  to  meet  a  deputation  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee with  a  view  to  securing  a  renewal  of  the  approval 
given  in  1902.  The  Joint  Committee  are  awaiting  the 
Council  s  reply  to  this  request.  Meantime  the  Glasgow 
Ordinance  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Crown,  and  it  is 
understood  that  a  similar  result  in  the  case  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Ordinance  is  merely  a  matter  of  compliance  with 
certain  formal  details  of  procedure. 

Correspondence. 

The  Harrogate  Chemists'  Association  forwarded  a  resolu- 
tion in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  an  organising  secretary. 

The  Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association  forwarded  a 
resolution  expressing  confidence  in  the  political  action  of  the 
Council. 

The  Western  Chemists'  Association  thanked  the  Council 
for  allowing  them  the  use  of  the  examination  hall  for  a 
whist-drive  on  April  24. 

A  candidate  who  should  have  been  present  at  the  recent 
examination  wrote  to  be  excused  owing  to  illness.  The 
application  was  accompanied  by  a  medical  certificate,  and 
was  acceded  to. 

Delegates  to  the  Conference. 

The  following  councillors  were  appointed  delegates  of  the 
Society  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  to  be  held 
m  Manchester  in  July  :  The  President,  Vice-President  Mr 

jaV  M*  Hamson.  Mr-  Clifford,  Mr.  Hobbs,  Mr.  Gibson, 
and  Mr.  Newsholme.  The  Secretary  was  also  authorised  to 
attend. 

The  Council  then  went  into  committee  to  consider  the 
annual  report,  which  was  finally  adopted  in  the  succeeding 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 

In  submitting  the  sixty-sixth  annual  report  and  financial 
statement  the  Council  has  much  pleasure  in  recording  that 
during  the  past  year  the  membership  of  the  Society  has  again 
increased,  and  has  now  reached  a  number  exceeding  that  of 
any  previous  year. 

Examinations. — The  number  of  candidates  examined  during 
the  year  1906  for  qualification  as  chemists  and  druggists  was 
1.165,  and  of  this  number  764  failed  to  satisfy  the  examiners. 
The  percentage  of  rejections  rose  to  65.58  as  compared  with 
63.95  per  cent,  and  61.33  per  cent,  respectively  for  the  two 
preceding  years.  The  reports  of  the  Privy  Council  visitors  to 
the  examinations  demonstrate  in  an  unmistakable  manner 
that  the  greater  portion  of  the  failures  in  the  qualifying  ex- 
amination occurs  in  the  practical  part,  and  though  this  fact  has 
been  reiterated  annually  through  a  long  period  of  time  no 
real  improvement  in  the  practical  training  of  the  bulk  of  the 
candidates  is  as  yet  perceptible.  For  tho  Major  examination 
there  were  seventy-nine  candidates,  and  thirty-seven  (or 
46.83  per  cent.)  were  successful.  Both  the  number  of  entries 
and  the  ratio  of  passes  show  a  slight  decrease  when  com- 
pared with  the  figures  of  previous  years.  The  following  table 
records  the  number  of  "  students  "  registered  by  the  Boards 
during  the  past  quinquennial  period :  — 

1902    116  1905    239 

1903    194  1906    291 

1904    221 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  desirous  of  making 
themselves  eligible  for  entry  to  the  technical  examinations  is 
apparently  steady  and  gradual,  and  the  anticipation  of  the 
Council  that  the  improvement  of  the  Preliminary  requirements 
in  general  education  would  not  restrict  the  free  influx  of 
suitable  applicants  for  registration  appears  to  be  abundantly 
justified. 

Evening  Meetings. — The  following  papers  have  been  pre- 
sented at  the  Society's  evening  meetings : 

In  London. — "  Pharmacists  in  India,"  bv  Sir  Georsre  Watt, 
M.B.,  CLE.  "A  War  Reserve  of  Pharmaceutical  Officers," 
by  Surgeon-General  G.  J.  H.  Evatt,  C.B.  "  The  Displace- 
ment of  Alcohol  from  Tincture  Marcs,"  by  Hermann  C.  T. 
Gardner.  "Note  on  the  Official  Process  for  the  Determina- 
tion of  Morphine  in  Opium,"  bv  E.  H.  Farr  and  R.  Wright. 
"The  Estimation  of  Morphine',"  by  Thomas  Tickle.  B.Sc. 
"The  Assay  of  Cantharides,"  by  P.  A.  W.  Self  (Burroughs 
Scholar)  and  Professor  H.  G.  Greenish.  "  The  Compendium 
of  Medicines,"  by  John  Humphrey  (Editor  of  the  Journal  of 
the  Society). 

In  Edinburgh. — "  Bacteriologv  and  Pharmacv."  by  Pro- 
fessor C.  H.  Stewart,  M.B.,  D.Sc.  "  Granular  Effervescent 
Preparations."  by  George  Lunan.  "  The  Assay  of  Pepsin  by 
the  Biuret  Reaction,"  by  W.  B.  Cowie  and  W.  Dickson. 
"Precipitation  in  Infusion  of  Senega,"  by  Archibald  Currie. 
"Note  on  Opium  Assay,"  by  D.  B.  Dott.  "The  Solubility 
and  Melting  Point  of  Morphine,"  by  E.  J.  Guild.  "  The 
Ignition  Point  of  Sulphur,"  by  J.  Rutherford  Hill  (Assistant- 
Secretary  in  Scotland). 

The  Council  is  most  grateful  to  those  gentlemen  who  have 
submitted  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society  the  result  of  scientific 
labours  or  the  valuable  issue  of  ripe  exnerience,  and  deems 
it  appropriate  to  express  thus  publicly  the  obligations  of  the 
pharmaceutical  world  to  the  authors  of  the  various  con- 
tributions. 

The  School.— The  Dean  of  the  school  has  reported,  throueh 
the  school  visitor,  that  the  progress  made  in  all  the  depart- 
ments under  the  control  of  the  school  staff  has  been  satis- 
factory. The  excellence  of  the  training  given  in  the  school  is 
being  continually  manifested  in  the  successes  achieved  by 
students  both  in  the  examination-room  and  in  post-graduato 
life.  A  gratifying  circumstance  to  be  recorded  is  the  selec- 
tion of  the  Dean,  Professor  A.  W.  Crossley,  for  election  as  a 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  the  honour  thus  conferred 
upon  a  member  of  the  Society's  teaching  staff  cannot  fail  to 
be  of  advantage  to  the  school  and  to  the  Society. 

Library  and  Museum. — The  library  and  museum  continue 
to  be  largely  utilised^  by  members  and  students,  and  the 
Council  spares  no  pains  to  maintain  these  departments  in 
such  a  condition  of  efficiency  as  to  meet  all  reasonable 
demands.  During  the  year  2,976  books  were  sent  to  borrowers 
outside  the  Metropolis,  and  some  200  new  volumes  of  the  most 
recent  chemical  and  pharmacological  literature  have  been 
added.  To  the  museum  no  less  than  4,685  visits  have  been 
paid  by  students  and  others  interested  in  materia  medica, 
apart  from  special  visits  from  Colonial  and  foreign  pharma- 
cists or  scientific  workers.  Information  on  matters  relating 
to  the  natural  history  of  drugs  and  the  recognition  of 
botanical  specimens  has  also  been  freely  imparted  by  the 
curator  to  investigators  and  inquirers. 

Bye-Laws. — Reference  was  made  in  the  report  for  1905  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  examinations  and  education  com- 
mittee that  the  bye-laws  should  be  altered  in  the  direction  of 
affording  greater  elasticity  in  the  acceptance  of  certificates  of 
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preliminary  knowledge.  In  pursuance  of  this  recommenda- 
tion a  special  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
what  alterations,  if  any,  were  necessary  in  the  present  bye- 
laws,  and  a  report  from  that  Committee,  together  with  the 
alterations  suggested,  was  in  April  presented  to  the  general 
purposes  committee,  consisting  of  the  whole  of  the  Council, 
and  has  been  referred  to  a  small  sub-committee  to  arrange  for 
the  presentation  of  the  proposed  new  bye-laws  to  the  Council 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  bye-law,  Section  IV. 

Legal. — Four  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases  of  infringement 
were  reported  and  dealt  with  during  the  year  1906,  and  in 
172  instances  prosecutions  were  necessary.  In  seven  of  the 
cases  it  was  not  found  possible  to  serve  the  summons  on  the 
defendants,  they  having  taken  advantage  of  the  defects  in  the 
existing  legal  procedure  to  remove  themselves  from  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Registrar.  The  law  committee  again  had  its 
attention  drawn  to  the  not  infrequent  practice  amongst  small 
shopkeepers  of  selling  under  Pharmacopoeia  names  prepara- 
tions devoid  of  the  principal  remedial  agent,  the  object  of  the 
unqualified  vendors  being  to  escape  the  incidence  of  the 
Pharmacy  Acts.  This  apparently  growing  fraud  is  of  such  a 
dangerous  nature  from  a  medical  and  public  health  point  of 
view  that  the  Council  has  thought  it  expedient  to  specially 
approach  the  authorities  on  the  subject  with  a  view  to  secur- 
ing the  co-operation  of  local  authorities  in  putting  into 
operation  the  Statutes  relating  to  fraudulent  trade  descrip- 
tions and  to  the  sale  of  foods  and  drugs. 

Journal.  The  Journal  Committee  reports  that  the  work  of 
the  journal  staff  is  satisfactory,  and  that  the  general  interest 
in  the  "Pharmaceutical  Journal"  and  the  "Chemist's 
Annual "  continues  to  grow.  It  is  gratifying  to  find 
evidences  of  a  real  desire  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the 
Society,  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  journal,  to  co-operate 
in  rendering  these  publications  all-sufficing  for  the  needs  of 
those  engaged  in  pharmaceutical  practice  throughout  Great 
Britain. 

Compendium. — The  "  Compendium  of  Medicines,"  which 
the  Council  authorised  a  special  committee  to  produce,  has 
been  in  constant  preparation  since  the  resolution  of  the 
Council  passed  on  November  4,  1903,  and  it  is  now  possible 
to  announce  the  approaching  completion  of  the  labours  of  the 
committee.  It  is  hoped  that  this  specially  prepared  descrip- 
tion of  all  drugs  and  medicines  in  common  use  throughout  the 
British  Empire  will  constitute  an  invaluable  reference-book 
for  medical  practitioners  and  pharmacists.  After  careful  con- 
sideration, the  Council  has  decided  that  it  shall  be  pub- 
lished at  the  price  of  10s.  6d.  net,  with  a  special  preference 
price  of  8s.  6d.  for  subscribers  to  the  Society  who  apply  for 
copies  in  advance  of  publication.  The  plan  and  scope  of  the 
work,  which  it  has  been  decided  shall  be  called  the  "British 
Pharmaceutical  Codex,"  was  fully  disclosed  and  commented 
upon  at  the  April  evening  meeting  of  the  Society,  when  the 
Editor  of  the  "Pharmaceutical  Journal,"  who  has  acted  as 
Secretary  to  the  Compendium  Committee,  gave  a  detailed 
account  of  the  general  principles  upon  which  the  work  is 
based.  The  Council  is  much  indebted  to  the  Editor,  and  to 
the  other  experts  who  have  been  working  under  the  direction 
of  the  Compendium  Committee,  for  it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  without  the  special  knowledge  and  loyal  co-operation  of 
these  gentlemen  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  undertake 
so  serious  a  task  as  that  involved  in  the  production  of  this 
work. 

Organisation.— During  the  past  year  the  work  of  local 
organisation  has  been  proceeding  quietly  and  unostenta- 
tiously, the  efforts  of  the  committee  being  chiefly  directed 
towards  impressing  the  more  prominent  members  of  Parlia- 
ment with  the  necessity  for  modifying  the  Government  pro- 
posals in  connection  with  the  sale  of  poisons  and  the  regula- 
tion of  the  practice  of  pharmacy.  The  committee  on  organisa- 
tion meets  monthly  for  the  discussion  of  points  of  detail,  and 
directs  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  staff  as  may  appear 
to  be  expedient.  Suggestions  have  been  received  from  various 
sources  that  it  might  be  advisable  to  appoint  ari  organising 
secretary  to  carry  into  effect  the  intentions  embodied  in  the 
scheme  adopted  by  the  Council  in  1900.  The  Council  has  had 
the  matter  brought  before  it  by  motion,  and  has  remitted 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  the  committee  on 
organisation,  which  will  in  due  course  report. 

Parliamentary.— The  Council,  through  Mr.  Winfrey  M  P 
reintroduced  the  Pharmacy  Bill  into  Parliament  in  January' 
and  was  fortunate  in  being  able  to  secure  the  support  of  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  Parliament  who  "backed  "  the  Bill 
last  session,  with  the  exception  of  Sir  Henry  Kimber  who 
was  abroad  at  the  time.  Sir  Henry's  place  on  the  back  of  the 
BUI  was  taken  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Smith,  who  represents  the 
Walton  Division  of  Liverpool.  With  a  view  to  securing  a 
good  place,  the  Parliamentary  Committee  were  able  to  induce 
several  members  of  Parliament  to  ballot  for  the  Bill  at  the 
opening  of  the  Parliamentary  session,  but,  unfortunatelv,  the 
ballot  did  not  give  tho  advantage  hoped  for.  The  Govern- 
ment Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Februarv  22  bv  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel 


tho  Parliamentary  Under-Secretary  to  tho  Home  Office,  and 
it  is  significant  that,  although  it  is  practically  identical  with 
the  Bill  introduced  into  tho  House  of  Lords  last  session,  it 
omits  the  clause  regulating  companies,  and  again  excludes 
from  tho  operation  of  the  Bill  the  regulation  of  the  sale  of 
agricultural  poisons  in  Ireland.  Representations  made  to 
the  Home  Office  on  behalf  of  the  Society  resulted  in  a  promise 
from  Mr.  Samuel  to  refer  to  a  select  committee  the  questions 
involved  in  the  Society's  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  onus  of  getting 
the  necessary  clause  dealing  with  companies  inserted  in  the 
Bill  is  therefore  thrust  upon  the  Society,  and  very  great  care 
and  attention  will  have  to  be  bestowed  upon  tho  course  of 
the  proceedings,  of  tho  House  in  regard  to  this  measure.  Tho 
Government  Bill  has  not  yet  been  proceeded  with,  and  prompt 
measures  have  been  taken  to  assure  tho  Minister  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  that  it  is  by  no  means  non-controversial  from  a 
pharmaceutical  point  of  view,  and  that  unless  materially 
modified  in  its  wording  chemists  and  druggists  throughout 
the  country  would  have  to  oppose  it.  At  tho  present  time 
tho  Bill  is  down  for  second  reading,  and  two  notices  are  on 
the  paper  in  respect  thereof.  One  is  by  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel, 
MP.,  to  the  effect  that  on  tho  second  reading  of  the  Bill  ho 
will  move  that  the  measure  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
consisting  of  fifteen  members,  five  to  form  a  quorum,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records.  The  other  is 
by  Mr.  Seaverns.  M.P.  for  the  Brixton  Division  of  Lambeth, 
suggesting  that  "  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  this  day  six  months."  It  is  possible  that  in 
these  circumstances  the  Government  will  not  be  able  to  find 
an  opportunity  of  proceeding  with  the  Bill  this  session.  In 
order,  however,  to  be  ready  for  any  eventualities,  the  Council 
has  directed  the  formulation  of  the  case  for  the  Society,  and1 
the  preparation  of  the  necessary  statements  of  the  views  which 
it  deems  expedient  to  urge  upon  the  Select  Committee  in  tho 
interests  of  chemists  and  druggists  and  of  the  public.  In  tho 
meantime  the  Divisional  Secretaries  throughout  the  country 
are  being  urged  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  take  in- 
structions from  headquarters  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  exer- 
cise the  political  influence  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council. 

Honorary  Members.— At  the  Council-meeting  in  April  tho 
Council  selected  the  following  gentlemen,  who  have  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  branches  of  knowledge  embraced1 
by  the  educational  objects  of  the  Society,  to  be  honorary 
members  of  the  Society,  and  the  appointments  were  confirmed 
at  the  May  meeting :  Professor  Eugene  Collin,  Professor 
Emil  Fischer,  Dr.  Dixon  Mann,  Professor  R.  Meldola,  and 
Sir  Alexander  Pedler. 

North  British  Branch.— The  report  of  the  executive  of 
the  North  British  Branch  again  affords  evidence  of  the  care 
and  efficiency  with  which  the  Society's  interests  are  conducted, 
and  of  continued  interest  in  educational  advancement. 

Deaths. — The  following  have  been  removed  by  death:  Sir- 
Michael  Foster.  Professor  Mendeleeff.  Professor  Moissan. 
Sir  Thomas  Hanbury,  honorary  members;  J.  Robertson 
Young,  former  councillor  and  member  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  in  Scotland  ;  Harold  Wilson,  former  member  of 
the  Board  of  Examiners  for  England  and  Wales;  and  the 
following  Divisional  Secretaries:  J.  Bowman  (Leith)  G.  J 
Cutcliffe  (Dawlish),  R.  G.  Emerv  (Stoke),  J.  C.  Hyslop  (Marv- 
Iebone).  S.  Kirk  (Poplar),  C.  H.  S.  Morse  (Totnes),  D.  J. 
Patterson  (Mansfield),  J.  Robinson  (Stanley). 


Zbc  Weefc'6  lPoisonfnos. 

ONLY  six  fatalities  by  poisoning  have  been  reported 
during  the  week,  one  being  a  misadventure.  This  was 
the  case  of  Mr.  John  C.  Nicholls,  a  prominent  Lancashire 
cotton-spinner,  who  died  at  Blackburn  from  an  overdose  of 
laudanum,  taken  to  induce  sleep.  Another  laudanum-poison- 
ing case  occurred  at  Glasgow,  the  opiate  being  taken  in 
overdose  by  Mrs.  Hannah  Brown. — Arscott  L.  Vanstone, 
of  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  was  found  in  a  shelter  on  the 
esplanade  suffering  from  chlorodyne  poisoning,  and  he  sub- 
sequently died. — At  Westminster  a  stableman  named 
James  Taylor  poisoned  himself  with  oxalic  acid,  which  he 
took  mixed  with  whisky. — A  German  baker,  Heinnch 
Mahlers,  who  lived  in  Hammersmith,  first  swallowed  a 
poisonous  quantity  of  corrosive  sublimate  and  then  hanged 
himself. — Hydrochloric  acid,  the  only  unscheduled  poison 
responsible,  was  taken  with  fatal  results  by  an  unknown 
man  at  Battersea. 


Pyrenol  is  a  compound  of  salicylic  acid,  benzoic  acid,  and 
thymol,  and  is  a  white  crystalline  powder  which  has  been 
found  useful  in  chronic  bronchitis  with  foetor  and  pyrexia, 
and  in  pertussis,  in  doses  of  5  to  15  grains  three  to  five  times 
daily. 
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Association  Presidents. 

tfihU  tine  Unitate  is  the  motto  of  the  Thames  Valley  Dis- 
trict Chemists"  Association,  one  of  the  most  popular  bodies 

within  range  of  the  Metropolis. 
Like  the  North  Kent  Associa- 
tion it  embraces  a  number  of 
business  -  centres,  including 
Putney.  Barres.  East  Sheen, 
Hampton  Hill,  Hounslow, 
Kingston,  Merton,  St.  Marga- 
rets. Twickenham.  Weybridge. 
Surbiton,  and  other  delightful 
spots  on  the  Thames.  The 
meetings  haye  consistently, 
from  the  inception  of  the 
Association  a  few  years  ago, 
been  of  a  practical  and  profit- 
able nature.  Mr.  W.  G.  Uglow 
Woolcock,  who  this  week 
completes  his  year  of  presi- 
dency, should  have  satisfaction 
in  knowing  that  it  has  been 
one  of  the  best  years  of  the 
Association.  Mr  Woolcock  is 
still  on  the  bright  side  of 
thirty.  He  was  educated  at  Bideford  Grammar  School  and 
Shebbear  College,  and  had  the  advantage  of  apprenticeship 
with  Messrs.  Pollard  k  Brown,  of  Newport.  LW.  He  after- 
wards was  assistant  with  Mr.  C.  H.  Churchouse  and  Mr.  T. 
Edward  Burrars,  Chard.  He  studied  at  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy. Bloomsbury  Square,  and  passed  the  Minor  examina- 
tion  in  July  1900."  Then  he  went  to  University  College  Hos- 
pital Dispensary  as  senior  assistant  in  the  pharmaceutical 
laboratory,  which  position  he  still  holds.  As  a  diversion  he 
opened  a  pharmacy  at  6  Weston  Promenade,  Hounslow,  in 
1903,  but  sold  it  last  year.  Mr.  Woolcock  has  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  the  Thames  Valley  Association,  and  was  Secretary 
and  Vice-President  before  his  appointment  as  President.  He 
is  a  facile  writer,  as  nis  "  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  "  sufficiently  indicates,  and  he  is  not  afraid 
to  say  what  he  thinks,  as  was  evidenced  last  year  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society,  when  he  criticised  the  Council's  luke- 
warm policy  towards  local  Associations.  He  is  the  sort  of 
man  we  are  likelv  to  hear  more  of. 


Mb.  Woolcock. 


Brighton  Junior  Pharmacy  Club. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  A.B.C..  King's  Eoad,  on  April  23. 
Mr.  Shilton  in  the  chair,  Mr.  R.  A.  Cripps,  F.I.C.,  delivered 
■a  lecture  on  pharmaceutical  products  requiring  the  use  of 
heat.  He  dealt  with  fusion,  distillation,  sublimation,  and 
the  methods  of  determining  boiling-points ;  the  whole 
being  practically  illustrated. 

Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel  on  Wed- 
nesday, April  24.  Mr.  M.  R.  Warner  (President)  in  the 
chair.  Among  the  members  present  were  Messrs.  Weaver, 
Phillips,  Reade.  Wyatt,  Fellows.  Coleman.  Smith.  Stanway, 
C.  Warner,  H.  Warner,  Bigglestone,  Rothwell,  Gibson, 
Forster,  Bowdler,  Hinde,  Coombe,  Willcock,  Goodwin, 
Barkes.  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gardiner.  Mr.  W.  Wyatt  read 
a  very  interesting  paper  on  Robin  Hood's  Land,  which  was 
illustrated  with  lantern-views.  The  lecturer  took  his  audi- 
ence through  Sherwood  Forest  into  the  beautiful  glades, 
pretty  villages,  magnificent  houses,  and  old  churches  which 
are  dotted  about  that  lovely  district.  A  vote  of  thanks, 
moved  by  Mr.  Gibson  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Hinde,  was 
heartily  accorded  to  Mr.  Wyatt. 

Society  of  Chemist-Opticians. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Council  of  this  Society  was  held  on 
May  1  at  St.  Bride's  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  London, 
E.C.,  Mr.  C.  J.  G.  Bunker  in  the  chair.  There  were  also 
present  Messrs.  R.  Blanchford,  J.  Caesar,  A.  Higgs,  and 
the  Hon.  Secretary.  The  following  chemists  were  elected 
members  :  Mr.  W.  T.  Graham,  London ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Hender- 
son, Hitchin ;  Mr.  G.  D.  Loveluck.  Aberavon ;  Mr.  S.  R. 
Morris.  Bristol ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Smith,  Burnley.  The  following 
chemist  was  elected  an  Associate  :  Mr.  D.  G.  Evans, 
London.  The  draft  of  the  annual  report  was  approved  by 
the  Council,  and  the  accounts  were  presented  after  being 


audited.    These  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  annual  meeting 
on  May  9. 

Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Constitution  Club  Rooms,  on 
April  23,  Mr.  John  Fletcher  (President)  in  the  chair.  Dr. 
R.  Cunningham  Affleck,  Messrs.  W.  Barrow,  Freshfield 
Reynolds,  F.  T.  Palmer,  H.  B.  Clark,  J.  A.  Thomas, 
Arthur  Hill,  A.  C.  Saxbv,  W.  B.  Chambers,  W.  Palmer, 
A.  Hunter,  C.  J.  Willis,  C.  J.  James,  T.  H.  Hawley,  W.  H. 
White,  T.  J.  Dolman,  W.  Darroll,  and  W.  H.  Hill  (Hon. 
Secretary)  were  also  present.  Mr.  Alec  Hunter  was  elected 
a  member. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Thomas  withdrew  his  offer  of  a  botanical 
prize. 

Dr.  Cunningham  Affleck  delivered  a  very  interesting 
address  on  some  points  that  have  been  recently  raised  in 
connectioi  with  the  milk-supply  of  large  towns. 

Some  discussion  followed,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  Dr.  Affleck. 

Sunderland  Chemists'  Association. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Bridge 
Street,  on  Monday,  April  29,  Mr.  A.  D.  Purse  (Vice- 
President)  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  C.  Ranken,  R.  H.  Bell, 
R.  C.  Thursfield,  W.  Potts,  R.  Robinson,  C.  Hodgson, 
R.  E.  Chirrett,  and  R.  Andersen  (Secretary)  were  also 
present. 

Federation. — A  lengthy  discussion  re  joining  the  Federa- 
tion took  place,  and  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop. 

New  Members. — Messrs.  Carr  (Washington)  and  John- 
son (Hylton  Road  West)  were  proposed  as  new  members  of 
the  Association. 

"  Remington." — Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s 
ofler  of  a  copy  of  Remington's  "  Pharmacy  "  for  competi- 
tion was  acknowledged. 

The  Third  Outing  of  the  Year  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  May  15,  when  the  United  Alkali  Co.'s  works 
at  Hebburn-on-Tyne  will  be  visited. 

Teesside  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Stockton,  on 
Monday,  April  29,  Mr.  Coltman  presiding,  when  a  lecture 
on 

The  Therapeutic  Action  of  Drugs 
was  given  by  Dr.  Bainbridge,  M.A.,  M.D.,  son  of  one  of  the 
former  presidents.  There  was  a  representative  gathering  of 
the  chemists  of  the  district,  who  much  enjoyed  the  clear 
and  able  way  in  which  Dr.  Bainbridge  put  the  results  of 
the  latest  researches  in  the  action  of  drugs  on  the  human 
system.  Some  firmly  rooted  ideas  of  the  worth  of  certain 
drugs,  such  as  buchu,  bearberry,  p.nd  ergot,  were 
rudely  shaken,  and  it  came  as  somewhat  of  a  surprise  to 
most  present  to  know  the  only  drug  which  acts  directly  on 
the  liver  is  mercury.  The  doctor  instanced  many  well- 
known  and  much-used  drugs,  such  as  iron  and  potassium 
iodide,  whose  worth  is  beyond  question,  yet  whose  mode  of 
action  is  imperfectly  understood. — The  number  of  ques- 
tions put  to  the  lecturer  at  the  close  of  his  remarks 
showed  keen  interest  in  the  subject,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  lecturer  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel  on  Wednesday 
evening,  April  24,  Mr.  T.  Grant  (President)  in  the  chair. 
There  was  a  fairly  representative  attendance. 

Prizes  for  Young  Chemists. — A  discussion  took  place 
as  to  the  desirability  of  holding  an  examination  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Association  for  young  prospective  pharmacists 
in  the  district  to  compete  for  a  prize  of  "  Remington'3 
Pharmacy,"  offered  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 
The  proposal  found  favour  with  those  present,  and  Mr. 
Boorne.  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  said 
he  would  be  pleased  to  give  a  second  prize,  which  was 
accepted.  It  was  decided  that  the  examination  should  take 
place  next  winter,  and  the  questions  would  be  based  on  the 
galenical  preparations  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  A 
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small  sub-committee  will  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
in  due  course. 

The  Association's  Stock  Exchange,  the  idea  of  which 
originated  with  Mr.  H.  E.  Matthews,  was  put  into  operation 
for  the  first  time  at  this  meeting.  It  formed  the  subject  of  a 
considerable  amount  of  discussion  and  criticism,  which  on 
the  whole  was  decidedly  friendly  towards  the  new  depar- 
ture. Mr.  Matthews  expressed  the  view  that  as  its  object 
became  more  widely  known  the  Exchange  would  help  to 
cement  the  friendship  of  the  members  and  tend  to  secure  a 
larger  attendance  at  the  meetings. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Trebilco  for 
the  very  successful  way  in  which  he  carried  out  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  annual  supper.   Mr.  Trebilco  replied. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  annual  business-meeting  was  held  at  56  York  Place. 
Edinburgh,  on  Friday,  April  26,  Mr.  J.  Tait  (President) 
in  the  chair. 

The  Annual  Report,  read  by  Mr.  David  Murray  (Secre- 
tary), indicated  that  the  session  had  been  successful.  Mr. 
G.  D.  Reid  (Treasurer)  submitted  the  financial  statement, 
which  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  3/.  14?.  Zd.  Both  reports 
were  adopted. 

It  was  agreed  to  give  a  donation  of  1/.  Is.  to  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund  as  a  slight  acknowledgment  of  the  privilege  of 
meeting  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  house. 

Office-bearers  for  1907-8  were  then  elected,  viz.  :  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  E.  0.  Rowland;  Vice-President,  Mr.  David 
Murray;  Secretary,  Mr.  George  Elliot,  6  North  Bridge; 
Assistant-Secretary,  Mr.  A.  Barbour;  Treasurer,  Mr. 
W.  N.  Brazier;  and  as  members  of  committee.  Messrs.  J. 
Cunningham,  A.  Currie,  S.  Hoppenstein,  J.  W.  Plender- 
leith,  J.  Tait,  L.  Tate.  E.  J.  Thompson,  and  J.  Wright. 
Prize  Committee  :  the  President,  Vice-President,  and  Secre- 
tary, and  Messrs.  Currie.  Glass,  and  McEwan. 

A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  the  President. 
Mr.  Tait. 

Birkenhead  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  Grange  Road,  West  Birkenhead,  on 
April  11,  Mr.  A.  H.  Ellithorne  in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  Herbert 
Evans,  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd., 
gave  an  address  on 

Some  Aspects  of  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Acts. 
In  the  course  of  this  Mr.  Evans  enumerated  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  and  dealt  with  their  practical  working.  The 
legal  standards  of  drugs  and  the  matter  of  expert  evidence 
were  criticised.  Some  standards,  he  said,  are  commercially 
impossible,  while  others  favour  the  substitution  of  inferior 
goods.  The  procedure  is  too  expensive,  and  any  magistrate 
might  be  called  upon  to  give  a  decision  which  requires  the 
exercise  of  a  highly  technical  training  that  only  an  expert 
can  possess.  The  standards  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
are  regarded  as  legal  standards,  but  they  are  net  legal 
standards  under  the  Acts.  Mr.  Evans  thought  that  the 
chemist  requires  protection.  He  mentioned  certain  pro- 
visions of  the  Pure  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  of  the  United 
States.  He  thought  that  a  committee  of  manufacturers 
should  be  formed  to  advise  in  matters  of  sampling,  to  fix 
reasonable  standards  and  tests,  to  point  out  adulteration, 
to  give  expert  evidence,  and  to  form  a  committee  of 
reference.  He  also  thought  that  the  retailer  should  take 
some  responsibility  for  the  goods  he  sells,  and  that  he 
should  in  many  cases  decide  for  himself  that  they  are  of 
the  nature  and  quality  represented. 

A  discussion  followed,  and  various  specific  cases  were 
mentioned.  Mr.  Cragg  James  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Evans.  He  said  that  the  lecture  had  been  most 
interesting.  Mr.  F.  C.  Cooling  seconded,  and  the  motion, 
after  support  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Breeze,  was  carried 
unanimously.  Mr.  Evans  replied.  [From  an  official  report 
received  May  1. — Editor.] 

Federation  of  Pharmaceutical 
Associations. 

We  understand  that  the  following  associations  will  be 
represented  at  the  meeting  of  the  Federation  of  Pharma- 


ceutical Associations  to  be  held  at  the  Horticultural  Hall, 
Westminster,  on  May  8,  by  the  gentlemen  named  : 

Ashton-under-Lyne  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — 
Alderman  J.  J.  Phillips  and  Alderman  A.  Simpson. 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Mr.  W .  A. 
Bingham. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association.— Mr.  Hanson. 

Cardiff  and  District  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs. 
R.  Mumford  and  J.  Reynolds. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Mr.  B.  &. 
Campkin. 

Darwen  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  W.  H.  Lomax. 

Edinburgh  and  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association. — 
Messrs.  \V.  S.  Glass  and  J.  A.  Forret. 

Exeter  Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists.— Messrs* 
Weston  Aplin  and  T.  C.  Milton. 

Eastbourne  Chemists'  Association.    Mr.  Marchant. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association. — 
Messrs.  W.  L.  Currie  and  J.  P.  Gilmour. 

Isle  of  Thanet  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs  D.  T.  Evans, 
Pavy.  and  H.  R.  Gibbs. 

London  Cliemists'  Association. — Messrs.  P.  H.  Burton  and 
J.  C.  Pentney. 

London  Chemists'  Association  (South-Western  Branch). — 
Mr.  H.  Slator. 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  J.  H.  Beacock  and 
G.  W.  Norfolk. 

North  Kent  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  H.  Cook. 

North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  J.  B. 
Blades. 

Oxford  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  Bellamv.  C.  Clav- 
ton.  and  H.  C.  Goodall. 
Wrexham  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  J.  B.  Francis. 
West  Hartlepool  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  J.  B.  Barker. 

The  private  meeting  of  delegates  will  close  at  1  p.m. 

Leicester  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Winn's  Cafe  on 
April  25,  Mr.  S.  F.  Burford  (President)  in  the  chair.  There 
were  also  present  Mr.  A.  D.  Hearnshaw  (Vice-President), 
Messrs.  Fry,  Palmer,  A.  E.  Young.  Clear.  Hind.  Rowe, 
Crookall.  Cleaver.  Squires,  Ward,  Lewis,  Bleckley,  Martin. 
Clarke.  Avery,  and  Marfitt. 

Thursday.  Closing. — The  question  of  closing  on  Thurs- 
days was  brought  up.  and,  after  a  lot  of  discussion,  it  was 
decided  that 

The  Association  recommend  that  chemists  of  the  town 
close  on  Thursdays  not  later  than  1.30  p.m.  all  the  year 
round,  but  that  it  shall  be  optional  to  reopen  at  six  o'clock 
if  necessary. 

One  or  two  members  seemed  averse  to  agreeing  to  close 
their  shops  in  the  evenings,  even  while  someone  was  left, 
on  duty;  but  eventually  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  all 
present,  and  it  was  mentioned  that  several  who  were  not 
able  to  be  present  were  quite  in  accord  with  such  a  resolu- 
tion. It  was  decided  that  a  notice-card  to  the  above  effect 
be  printed  and  distributed  to  all  members. 

Mr.  Burford  was  appointed  as  delegate  to  the  forthcoming 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

Students'  Prize. — A  letter  was  read  from  Messrs.  Bur- 
roughs Wellcome  &  Co.  offering  a  copy  of  Remington's 
"  Pharmacy"  as  a  prize  to  be  competed  tor  by  the  pharma- 
ceutical students  of  the  town.  After  some  discussion  it  was- 
left  to  the  committee  to  arrange  a  competition. 

It  was  also  left  to  the  committee  to  arrange  for  a  picnic 
some  time  during  the  summer. 

The  late  Mr.  Rodhouse. — The  Secretary  reported 
having  sent  a  letter  of  condolence  on  behalf  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  the  relatives  of  the  late  Mr.  Lewis  Rodhouse.  and 
that  a  reply  thanking  the  Association  had  been  received. 
The  letters  were  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Marsh  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Association. 

Educational  Matters. — Mr.  Fry  gave  notice  to  discuss 
the  educational  facilities  for  apprentices  in  the  evenings  at 
the  local  technical  schools.  Some  little  discussion  took  place 
on  the  matter,  chiefly  in  regard  to  the  possibilities  of  appren- 
tices who  had  not  yet  passed  their  Preliminary  examina- 
tion, having  arrangements  made  to  enable  them  to  obtain  the* 
necessary  instruction.  The  matter  was,  however,  left  for 
another  meeting. 

Several  other  items  of  purely  local  interest  were  well 
discussed. 
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Barnsley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  April  25,  Mr.  Norwood  presiding. 

Co-operative  Trading. 
Mr.  Bellamy  read  a  paper  on  this  subject.  After 
mentioning  the  very  strong  hold  which  co-opera- 
tion in  the  form  of  industrial  co-operative  societies 
has  obtained  upon  the  sympathies  of  all  classes  in 
the  thickly  populated  districts  of  Yorkshire  and  Lanca- 
shire, Mr.  Bellamy  spoke  of  the  difference  of  opinion  that 
exists  as  to  the  permanence  of  the  movement.  "  There  are 
those,"  he  said,  "  who  predict,  in  face  of  its  overwhelming 
growth,  that  it  cannot  last,  and  that  the  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  the  whole  vessel  of  co-operation  will  be  wrecked." 
To  this  statement  he  replied  that  the  only  folk  who  can 
make  that  rock  crop  up  in  the  course  of  this  huge  vessel  are 
the  individualists,  and  they  can  only  put  it  there  by  adopt- 
ing the  very  same  principle  of  co-operation.  If  the 
"Co-op."  vessel  is  to  be  wrecked,  private  traders  every- 
where, not  in  one  or  two  towns  only,  manufacturers  and 
retailers,  must  unitedly  decline  to  trade  with  co-operators  or 
to  employ  anyone  who  is  connected  with  them.  He  believed 
that  the  dependence  of  the  movement  on  wages  received 
by  members  from  private  employers  is  gradually  being  done 
away  with,  and  that  the  day  is  coming  when  it  will  be 
possible  for  co-operative  traders  to  produce  all  their  own 
preparations.  Reference  was  made  to  the  difficulty  the 
P.A.T.A.  had  had  with  the  stores,  and  the  result  of  the 
withdrawal  of  P.A.T.A.  supplies,  and  Mr.  Bellamy  pointed 
out  the  peculiarly  advantageous  position  the  "Co-ops." 
are  in  to  push  "  our  own  make."  He  said  the  "  big  divi  " 
cry  is  the  great  attraction  to  the  members,  although  it  was 
not  the  ideal  of  the  founders,  nor  of  the  more  thoughtful 
members  to-day.  He  concluded  that  co-operation  has  come 
to  stay,  and  it  seems  only  a  step  to  retail  co-operative 
trading. — An  animated  discussion  followed. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists' 
Association. 

The  annual  business-meeting  was  held  at  94  West  Regent 
Street  on  Friday  evening,  April  26,  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  (the 
President)  in  the  chair. 

Annual  Reports. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  Lennox)  presented  the  first  report  of 
the  Executive  since  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  former 
associations.  It  stated  that  the  coalition  had  proved  very 
successful,  and  that  the  interest  in  the  meetings  all  through 
the  session  had  been  well  kept  up.  There  had  been  seven 
meetings  of  the  Association,  ten  meetings  of  the  Council, 
and  numerous  sub-committee  meetings.  The  membership  of 
the  Association  was  115.  Two  members  had  died  during 
the  session — Mr.  W.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  David  McMillan. 
Mr.  Tocher's  financial  statement  showed  that  the  amount 
received  from  subscriptions  was  261.  10s.,  and  that  with  the 
^balance  in  hand  when  the  session  opened  the  total  income 
was  38Z.  12s.  4r7.  After  paying  all  accounts  due  there  re- 
mained in  bank  511.  15s.  5d. 

The  President  (Mr.  Gilmour),  in  moving  the  adoption  of 
the  reports,  said  that,  taking  all  the  circumstances  into 
account  the  new  Association  had  made  very  fair  progress. 
In  regard  to  Parliamentary  action  he  recalled  what  had  been 
done.  Referring  to  the  consideration  of  dispensing-charges, 
he  said  the  Council  had  been  engaged  in  trying  to  devise  a 
system  of  charges  which  should  be  fair  to  the  varied  needs 
of  the  different  districts  of  the  city.  That  tariff  would  be 
enforced  very  shortly,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  loyally 
supported.  If  the  tariff  were  generally  adopted  it  would 
make  for  the  general  good  of  the  trade.  As  regards  a 
formulary,  the  Council  were  trying  to  get  the  feeling  of  the 
medical  profession  on  the  matter.  If  they  could  get  the 
support  of  the  medical  men  of  Glasgow  then  they  would  be 
able  to  make  a  start.  After  touching  on  other  features  of  the 
session  the  President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report. — 
Mr.  Moir  seconded. — Mr.  J.  Anderson  Russell  (Greenock), 
in  the  course  of  some  remarks  on  the  report,  alluded  to  the 
arrangement  of  a  tariff  of  dispensing-charges,  and  said  if  it 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  members  that  some  parties  were 
trying  to  break  away  from  an  honourable  understanding  of 
this  kind,  and  that  the  dispensing-charges  were  being 
departed  from  either  in  their  own  or  any  other  neighbour- 


hood, they  should  report  to  the  Association,  so  that  some 
action  might  be  taken.  He  also  touched  on  the  question 
of  proprietaries. — The  President  pointed  out  that  ow-ing 
to  the  action  of  the  Association  an  omission  affecting  the 
chemist  and  druggist  trade  in  the  Post  Office  Directory  was 
being  put  right.  Hitherto,  in  the  trade  section  of  the 
Directory  there  was  no  consideration  given  as  to  who  were 
and  who  were  not  registered  chemists.  In  the  forthcoming 
Directory  this  want  is  supplied,  those  chemists  and  druggists 
registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  being  denoted  in  the 
trade  section  by  an  asterisk  placed  in  front  of  then-  names. 
The  Council  also  had  had  a  correspondence  with  the  late 
Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow  about  the  appointment  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  putting  in  a  claim  for  chemists  being  placed 
on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  and  they  were  in  hopes 
that  their  representation  would  have  more  practical  effect 
by-and-by.    The  reports  were  adopted. 

Election  of  Office-bearers. 
When  the  office-bearers  came  to  be  appointed,  Mr.  Lennox 
(the  Secretary)  intimated  that  he  had  communications  from 
Mr.  Sutherland  (one  of  the  Vice-Presidents)  and  Mr. 
Mackie  (a  member  of  the  Council)  asking  to  be  relieved  of 
their  offices.  Mr.  Lennox  added  that  he  had  made  known 
to  Mr.  Gilmour  that  he  could  not  possibly  undertake  the 
work  of  the  secretary  at  the  present  moment,  as  he  is 
in  the  hands  of  an  oculist.  It  was  decided  to  relieve  Mr. 
Lennox  of  his  office,  but  to  retain  his  services  as  a  member 
of  the  Council,  Mr.  Anthony  McMillan  being  appointed  to 
succeed  Mr.  Lennox  in  the  secretaryship.  Mr.  J,  P.  Gil- 
mour was  re-elected  President ;  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Sutherland  were  re-elected  Vice-Presidents ;  Mr. 
Tocher  Treasurer;  Mr.  Irvine  Librarian;  and  as  members 
of  Council,  Messrs.  J.  C.  Cockburn,  J.  Crombie,  Arthur, 
Mackay,  Guthrie,  Hart,  Moir,  Black,  Murchie,  Riddell, 
J.  A.  Russell  (Greenock),  Smith,  Merson,  Lennox,  Connal, 
and  Kitchin. 


tfestivutles. 


The  C.A.A.  Social. 

There  was  a  very  good  attendance  at  the  social  and  musical 
evening  given  by  the  members  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association  and  their  friends  at  73  Newman  Street,  London, 
W.,  on  April  25.  The  genial  and  harmonious  Mr.  Sydney 
Jamieson  presided  and  contributed  several  songs  in  his  best 
style  and  to  tumultuous  applause.  The  other  singers  were 
Messrs.  E.  Bullock,  W.  H.  Garside,  and  Victor  Blin,  with 
Mr.  J.  D.  Jamieson  at  the  piano.  Mr.  R.  E.  Lownsbrough 
recited,  and  the  audience  generally  made  a  substantial  con- 
tribution to  the  success  of  the  evening  by  giving  to  the 
amount  of  11.  for  the  Benevolent  Fund.  Hearty  thanks  was 
accorded  to  the  Chairman  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lowns- 
brough. 

Exeter  Supper. 

The  annual  supper  of  the  Exeter  Association  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists  was  held  on  May  1  at  Exeter.  The  President 
(Mr.  Weston  Aplin)  presided,  and  there  were  also  present 
Messrs.  P.  F.  Rowsell,  J.P.,  H.  E.  Boorne  (Bristol).  A. 
Breeze  (Plvmouth),  H.  Breeze  (Plymouth),  Alan  H.  Ware, 
T.  C.  Milton.  J.  Harris,  H.  Wippell  Gadd  (Hon.  Secretary), 
W.  T.  Coombs,  W.  B.  Baynham,  D.  Reid,  F.  W.  Vinden, 
A.  C.  Thomas,  E.  Lemmon,  J.  Hinton  Lake,  J.  W.  Lake, 
W.  J.  Wippell,  F.  Sloman,  A.  Gale,  and  E.  Vavasour. 
During  the  repast  a  programme  of  instrumental  music, 
arranged  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Crabb,  was  carried  out,  and  the 
toasts  were  interspersed  with  some  capital  songs. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Boorne  proposed  "  The  Exeter  Association," 
to  w  Inch  the  President  replied.  Mr.  D.  Reid  submitted 
"The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  to  which  Mr.  Rowsell 
replied.  Referring  to  his  recent  election,  he  said  his  earnest 
endeavour  in  the  work  which  lay  before  him  at  the 
Council  would  be  to  set  great  store  on  two  points.  The  first 
was  the  retention  of  the  title  for  which  all  of  them  had  ex- 
pended so  much  time  and  thought,  and  the  second  was  the 
reservation  of  the  right  to  be  the  only  sellers  of  poisons. 
Mr.  E.  Lemmon  proposed  "The  Visitors,"  and  Mr.  A. 
Breeze  (Plymouth)  replied.  The  final  toast  was  that  of 
"The  Hon.  Secretarv,  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd." 
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Thames  Valley  in  Holborn. 

There  was  a  gay  and  goodly  gathering  at  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  Thames  Valley  District  Chemists'  Association  in  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  on  May  1.  The  genial  and  fluent 
President,  Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcock,  was  supported  by 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (Mr.  J. 
F.  Harrington),  Mr.  Richard  Winfrey,  M.P.,  Professor 
Greenish,  Lieut.-Col.  Preston,  Mr.  Afred  Higgs,  J. P., 
Mr.  E.  White,  Mr.  C.  J.  Palmer,  Mr.  J.  Humphrey,  Mr. 
A.  F.  Corfe  (Maidstone),  Mr.  R.  R.  Bennett,  and  Mr. 
Nethercoat.  The  Chairmen  of  the  spur-tables  were  Mr.  J. 
Parrott  (the  next  President  of  the  Association),  Mr.  H.  S. 
Durbin  (Hon.  Secretary),  Mr.  F.  Harvey,  and  Mr.  C.  J. 
Garibaldi  Bunker.  Among  others  present  were  Dr.  Souter, 
Messrs.  Feaver  Clarke  (Gravesend),  Clements,  Rex  Blanch- 
ford,  Simpson,  Peake,  Doe,  Gilbert  Christy  (T.  Christy  & 
Co.),  Ball  (Oppenheimer  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  Phillips  (Whinfield, 
Hora  &  Co.),  Arrowsmith  (Apollinaris  Co.,  Ltd.),  Williams 
(Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.),  Solomon  and  Rickford 
(Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.),  C.  Martin  and  Brittain  (S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Sons),  Ashton,  Peck,  and  Thompson  (Idris  &  Co., 
Ltd.),  Carr  (J.  Sanger  &  Sons),  and  J.  Pinto  Nash  (Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.).  An  elaborate  dinner  having  been  consumed, 
and  the  loyal  toast  disposed  of,  the  Chairman  gave 

"The  Houses  of  Parliament." 

Mr.  Winfrey,  in  his  reply,  regretted  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Rutherford,  M.P.,  who  might  have  possibly  been  able  to 
respond  for  the  Upper  Chamber  with  more  conviction  than 
he  could.  It  was  difficult,  he  said,  for  one  who  has  seen  the 
work  of  laborious  days  and  nights  undone  by  the  House 
of  Lords  to  reply  for  that  section  of  the  legislative  body 
with  any  enthusiasm.  As  for  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
body  is  suffering  from  chronic  congestion.  Not  indigestion, 
by  any  means,  for  if  a  measure  which  passes  first  and  second 
leadings,  then  goes  from  committee  to  report  stage  to  the 
third  reading  before  being  passed,  be  not  properly  digested, 
then  it  ought  to  be.  He  congratulated  those  present  on  the 
reduction  in  the  income-tax,  for  he  took  it  they  were  all 
workers,  and  that  none  were  drones.  With  respect  to  the 
position  of  pharmacy  legislation,  he  was  afraid  very  little 
progress  could  possibly  be  made  with  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
this  session.  Those  interested  in  the  Bill  were  unsuccessful 
at  the  ballot,  so  that  no  Friday  afternoon  could  be  placed 
at  their  disposal  this  session.  "  When  on  Monday  night  at 
eleven  o'clock  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons  read 
over  the  titles  of  the  Bills  not  reached,  he  came  to  '  Phar- 
macy Bill,'  the  Speaker  looked  at  me,"  said  Mr.  Winfrey, 
"and  I  said,  'Now,  Sir.'  Immediately  six  people  said 
'  I  object,'  and  the  hearing  was  postponed  until  the  follow- 
ing night,  when  the  same  thing  happened  again.  There  are 
these  six  people  against  Mr.  Idris  and  me,"  added  Mr. 
Winfrey,  "and  these  members,  who  are  interested  in 
traders'  associations,  are  evidently  determined  to  block  the 
Bill  every  night  during  the  session."  Continuing,  Mr. 
Winfrey  said  the  Government  Bill  was  in  a  different  posi- 
tion. It  might  be  given  a  good  place  at  any  moment,  but 
Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  he  thought,  quite  realised  that  the 
opponents  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  intend  to  have 
it  thoroughly  debated.  The  Speaker,  in  such  a  case,  would 
give  at  least  four  or  five  hours  to  discussing  the  measure,  and 
he  (Mr.  . » infrey)  questioned  whether  the  Government  would 
spare  the  time.  He  was  strongly  of  belief ,  however,  that  this 
apparent  delay  was  not  altogether  disadvantageous  to  the 
chemists.  From  recent  conversations,  he  was  convinced  that 
members  of  Parliament  were  being  considerably  influenced 
by  the  arguments  placed  before  them  by  their  chemist  con- 
stituents. While  they  were  thus  marking  time,  as  it  were, 
he  urged  chemists  throughout  the  country  to  continue  their 
educative  efforts  on  members  of  Parliament  and  to  do  all 
in  their  power  to  influence  members  in  favour  of  the 
Pharmacy  Bill.  He  was  confident  that,  in  the  long  run,  the 
justice  of  their  cause  would  prevail. 

"  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  F. 
Harvey,  and  Mr.  Harrington,  in  his  reply,  dealt  with  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Atkins  from  the  Council  and  various 
schemes  of  organisation.  "The  Thames  Valley  District 
Chemists'  Association"  was  given  by  Professor  Greenish, 
and  the  Chairman,  in  the  course  of  an  eloquent  reply,  said 
the  scheme  of  organisation  which  he  favoured  did  not 
advocate  that  local  associations  should  be  branches  of  the 


Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  and  others 
seemed  to  think,  but  merely  that  local  associations  should 
be  more  closely  affiliated  with  the  Society.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  expense  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Harrington, 
it  would  cost  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  an  initial  outlay 
of  about  600/.,  but  he  considered  that  the  money  would  be 
well  laid  out.  "Kindred  Associations"  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  C.  J.  Palmer,  and  the  ever-popular  Mr.  Feaver  Clarke 
replied.  During  the  evening  an  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme was  gone  through,  the  artistes  being  Miss  Marie 
Schulz,  Mr.  Harry  Barratt,  and  Mr.  Percy  Tarling,  with 
Mr.  J.  Jefferson  as  accompanist. 


Society  of  Chemical  3non9trp, 

THE  MIDLAND  SECTIONS. 

A JOINT  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  and  the  Nottingham 
Section  of  the  above  Society  was  held  on  April  25  at 
the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Burton-on-Trent,  Mr.  F.  E.  Lotfc 
being  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  L.  Archbutt  read  a  paper  on 

Some  Tunisian  and  Algerian  Olive  Oils. 
The  author  said  that,  owing  to  the  partial  failure  of  the 
olive-oil  crop  in  European  countries  consumers  of  olive  oil 
have  lately  had  to  depend  very  largely  upon  oil  from  North 
Africa  and  the  Levant.  Several  samples  of  Tunisian  olive  oil 
that  in  consequence  passed  through  his  hands  gave  abnormal 
analytical  results,  indicating  the  presence  of  from  about 
7  to  17  per  cent,  of  arachis  oil.  It  is  well  known  that  genuine- 
olive  oil  may  contain  traces  of  arachidic  acid,  but  such  results 
seemed  to  prove  the  actual  addition  of  arachis  oil.  The 
merchants  and  shippers,  on  being  informed  of  this,  affirmed 
that  the  oil  supplied  was  absolutely  genuine.  It  seemecL 
therefore,  desirable  to  obtain  further  authentic  samples  of 
Tunisian  oil  for  analysis.  This,  by  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Lew- 
kowitsch  and  others,  it  has  been  possible  to  do  with  absolute 
certainty.    Nine  samples  were  examined — viz.  : 

1.  Olive  oil  from  Sousse,  Tunis,  1906-7  harvest,  "Con- 
gealing." 

2.  Olive  oil  from  Sousse,  Tunis,  1906-7  harvest. 

3.  Olive  oil  from  Bone  Guelme,  Algeria,  1906-7  harvest. 

4.  Olive  oil  from  Medjez-Amar,  Algeria,  province  of  Con- 
stantine,  1906-7  harvest,  "Non-congealing" — i.e.,  has  not 
been  demargarinated. 

5.  Tunis  olive  oil.    Variete  Chetui  Mornag. 

6.  Tunis  olive  oil.    Variete  Chemlali  Sfax. 

7.  Tunis  olive  oil.    Variete  Chemlali  Gabes. 

8.  Tunis  olive  oil.    Variete  Chetui  Bizerte. 

9.  Tunis  olive  oil.    Variete  Besbassi  Rhades-Tunis. 
The  results  of  a  careful  examination  of  these  samples 

afford  evidence  that  genuine  Tunisian  and  Algerian  olive  oils- 
contain  at  any  rate  no  more  than  such  traces  of  arachidic 
or  lignoceric  acid  as  are  undetectable  by  Renard's  process, 
and  that  such  comparatively  large  amounts  as  were  found  in> 
the  commercial  samples  must  have  been  derived  from  added 
earth-nut  oil.  The  author  gave  details  of  the  analytical 
work,  for  which  he  acknowledged  indebtedness  to  Mr. 
C.  W.  G.  Halls.   A  short  discussion  closed  the  proceedings. 


information  Wlanteo. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  and  the  "  C  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here- 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  an«i 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


102/29.    Who  are  makers  of  Bennett's  patent  buckles? 

105/lo.  Who  are  the  makers  of  "Alba"  glove-cleaner? 

106/21.  What  is  Hemingway's  tincture,  or,  if  a  pro- 
prietary article,  where  obtainable  ? 

108/47.  Addresses  of  J.  H.  Wolfenberger,  chemical- 
manufacturer,  and  of  the  Nottisfont  Paint  and  Colour  Co. 

105/32.  Who  are  the  makers  of  small  curved-pointed 
forceps  to  retail  at  6d.,  for  putting  stoppings  in  the  teeth? 
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Westminster  TOefcom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 


The  Pharmacy  Bills. 
One  grows  almost  weary  of  recording  the  weekly  post- 
ponements of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill.  There  has, 
of  course,  been  another  postponement,  and  both  measures 
•now  stand  for  second  reading  next  Monday.  Then  there  will 
inevitably  be  another  postponement.  Without  destroying 
the  alliteration  of  the  title  the  Government  measure  might 
appropriately  have  been  called  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy 
^Postponement)  Bill. 

The  National  Physical  Laboratory. 
It  was  stated,  in  answer  to  a  question  which  Mr.  Nield 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  including  representatives  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  National 
Physical  Laboratory  is  being  considered  by  the  Treasury 
Committee  which  is  considering  the  recons'titution  of  that 
body. 

Shop-hours. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Shackleton  the  House  of  Commons 
resolved  on  May  1,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  more 
drastic  legislation  with  regard  to  the  closing  of  shops  and 
the  hours  of  shop-assistants  is  required."  It  was  generally 
agreed  that  the  Act  of  1904  is  a  failure.  The  Home  Secre- 
tary stated  that  only  112  closing-orders  have  been  made 
under  it  in  England  and  Wales,  but  the  Act  has  been  a 
success  in  Scotland. 

Methylating  Colonial  Spirit. 

In  reply  to  the  question  by  Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson  regard- 
ing Colonial  spirit  for  methylating  (C.  <Sb  D.,  April  20, 
p.  595),  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  :  Colonial 
spirit,  like  all  imported  spirit,  is  subjected  to  a  Customs- 
duty  which  exceeds  the  Excise-duty  on  English  spirit  by  M. 
a  gallon  in  the  case  of  rum  and  brandy,  and  5d.  in  the  case 
of  other  spirits.  The  reason  for  the  difference  between  the 
Customs  and  Excise  duties  is  that  the  Excise-duty  repre- 
sents only  a  part  of  the  total  burden  imposed  on  British 
spirit.  It  does  not  cover  that  portion  of  the  burden  which 
results  from  revenue  restrictions  on  the  manufacture  of 
spirit ;  and  as  the  portion  of  the  burden  has  to  be  borne  by 
British  spirit,  whatever  the  purpose  for  which  it  may  be 
used,  equality  of  treatment  requires  that  imported  "spirit 
should  pay  the  difference  between  the  two  duties  whatever 
the  purpose  for  which  it  may  be  used.  Accordingly,  im- 
ported spirit  used  for  methylation  is  charged  the  difference, 
•which  on  Colonial  spirit  would  be  4d.  in  the  case  of  rum 
and  brandy,  and  5d.  in  the  case  of  other  spirit. 

Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson  now  wants  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  tell  him  what  is  the  amount  of  duty  payable 
per  gallon  on  British  and  foreign  methylated  spirits  re- 
spectively. 

Professional  Practice  by  Companies. 
In  the  House  of  Lords  on  Monday,  April  29,  Lord  Hylton 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Prohibition  of  Medical 
Practice  by  Companies  Bill,  the  objects  of  which  were 
summarised  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  23, 
p.  450.  His  Lordship  explained  the  objects  of  the  Bill  and 
recalled  the  fact  that  in  1900  the  Earl  of  Halsbury  inserted 
into  his  Companies  Bill  two  clauses  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  General  Medical  Council,  would  have  put  a  stop  to 
tbe  practice  of  medical  practitioners  whose  names  had  been 
struck  off  the  Medical  Register  forming  themselves  into  com- 
panies and  continuing  to  practise  with  impunity.  [Ihfc 
clauses  would  have  done  this,  but  that  object  was  not  in 
view,  the  purpose  being  to  prevent  companies assumingmedi- 
eal  titles. — Editor.]  The  Earl  of  Halsbury's  clauses  were, 
however,  struck  out  in  the  House  of  Commons  because  they 
were  not  germane  to  the  Bill.  Lord  Hylton  hoped  that 
their  Lordships  would,  in  the  interest  of  an  honourable 
profession  and  for  the  protection  of  the  poor,  read  the  Bill 
a  second  time.  The  Earl  of  Halsbury  having  supported 
the  Bill,  the  Earl  of  Crewe  said  it  met  something  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  nearly  approached  a 
public  scandal — namely,  the  possibility  of  evasion  by  un- 
qualified persons  of  the  law  relating  to  medical  practice.  In 
•one  respect  it  was  exceedingly  drastic,  because  it  not  only 


dealt  with  proceedings  by  unqualified  people,  but  also  pre- 
vented the  formation  of  companies  who  would  employ 
qualified  doctors.  That  strong  provision  was  defended  on 
the  ground  that  a  doctor  should  be  personally  responsible 
for  his  acts,  and  not  be  able  to  shelter  himself  behind  any 
company.  The  kind  of  doctor  who  would  allow  himself  to 
be  employed  by  a  company  would  be  one  of  the  derelicts  of 
the  profession,  and  it  was  just  as  well  not  to  encourage  this 
sort  of  practice  by  companies. — The  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Following  upon  this  Lord  Hylton  also  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Dental  Companies  (Restrictions  of  Practice) 
Bill,  whose  objects  have  also  been  summarised  in  the 
C.  db  D.  In  this  case  the  principle  of  the  Bill  differs  from 
the  medical  one  in  so  far  as  companies  may  practise  as 
dentists,  dental  surgeons,  or  medical  practitioners  so  long 
as  their  business  is  carried  on  wholly  by  managers,  assis- 
tants, and  other  persons,  each  of  whom  is  a  duly  registered 
dentist.  Lord  Hylton  explained  this  provision,  and,  the 
Earl  of  Crewe  having  agreed  that  it  would  be  a  hardship 
to  prevent  a  dental  company  from  being  formed  provided 
they  employed  properly  qualified  and  registered  men,  the 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

Vaccination  and  Vaccine. 

Mr.  John  Burns  introduced  on  April  29  a  Vaccination  Bill 
"to  substitute  a  statutory  declaration  for  the  certificate 
required  under  Section  2  of  the  Vaccination  Act,  1898,  of 
conscientious  objection." 

Mr.  Lupton  asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  on  April  30,  whether,  in  view  of  the  epidemic 
of  small-pox  in  Germany  and  the  probable  derivation  of 
vaccine  from  variolous  matter  in  that  country,  he  would 
take  steps  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  vaccine  from  the 
Continent  into  England  during  the  epidemic.  Mr.  Burns, 
in  his  reply,  said  the  disease  had  been  on  the  frontier  at 
Metz,  but  not  generally  in  Germany.  He  has  no  authority 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  lymph  from  the  Continent. 
He  understood  that  any  vaccine  of  variolous  origin  which 
was  current  in  Germany,  and  which  was  liable  to  be  im- 
ported into  this  country,  would  have  been  frequently  passed 
through  the  calf. 

Mr.  Lupton  also  asked  the  President  if  the  outbreak 
in  Metz  was  not  due  to  such  variolous  vaccine  being"  used, 
and  Mr.  John  Burns  replied  in  the  negative. 

Notes. 

The  Society  of  Apothecaries  of  London  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time  in  the  Commons  on  April  29,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Lonsdale  has  down  a  question  for  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  ask  whether  he  will  not  open  up 
negotiations  with  the  Argentine  Government  with  a  view 
to  securing  the  removal  of  the  tax  imposed  on  commercial 
travellers  in  Argentina. 

Mr.  Goddard  Clarke  nearly  succeeded  in  getting  his 
Weekly  Rest  Day  Bill  read  a  second  time  after  eleven 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  night.  Only  one  member  objected.  Mr. 
Clarke  has  put  the  Bill  down  again  for  June  4,  and  in  the 
meantime  a  large  number  of  petitions  in  its  favour  are 
expected  to  be  presented. 


mew  Boofes. 

These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "  The  Chemist 
and  Drug-grist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Arrhenius,  S.  Theories  of  Chemistry :  Being  Lectures 
delivered  at  the  University  of  California  in  Berkeley.  Edited 
by  T.  S.  Price,  D.Sc.  8|x5i.  Pp.  212.  5s.  6d,  net.  (Long- 
mans, Green  &  Co.) 

Barton,  F.  T.  The  Dog  in  Health,  Accident,  and  Disease. 
Illustrated.    7ix4|.    Pp.198.    2s.6tZ.net.    (S.  Appleton.) 

The  Dioptric  Review  for  190(1.  8|x5g.  Pp.566.  Is.  6d. 
(British  Optical  Association,  199  Piccadilly,  London,  W.) 
[This  is  a  bound  volume  containing  the  numbers   of  the 

Dioptric  Review  "  issued  during  1906.  It  is  a  convenient 
form  for  preserving  a  journal  which  contains  many  items 
which  an  optician  needs  to  keep  for  reference.] 
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Zvzfoe  IReport. 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  May  2. 

THE  drug  and  chemical  markets  show  less  activity  this 
week,  and  the  feeling  in  Mincing  Lane  is  one  of  general 
dulness.  Quite  a  number  of  advances  have  taken  place  in 
several  important  alkaloids,  including  morphine  salts, 
codeine  and  salts,  strychnine,  pilocarpine,  eserine,  apomor- 
phine,  and  chrysarobin.  Higher  prices  for  raw  materials 
and  the  result  of  a  better  understanding  among  makers  are 
the  causes  of  enhanced  values.  Citrates  are  dearer. 
Opium  is  very  firm  and  scarce.  Crude  camphor  is  easy. 
Vanilla  and  Jamaica  ginger  were  dearer  at  auction.  Chaul- 
moogra  oil  has  been  in  demand.  Castor  oil  is  lower,  and 
Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  continues  weak.  Galls  are  quiet, 
and  for  tragacanth  there  has  been  a  good  demand.  Changes 
among  heavy  chemicals  include  easier  prices  for  sulphate  of 
ammonia,  nitrate  of  soda  (in  Liverpool),  tin  products,  and 
antimony.  Shellac  and  isinglass  are  lower.  The  changes 
of  the  week  are  as  follows  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Apomorphine 
Ohaulmoogra 
oil 

Chrysophanic 
acid 

Citrates 
Codeine  and 
salts 

Eserine 
Ginger  (Jam) 
Morphine  salts 
Pilocarpine 
Strychnine 
Vanilla 

Canary  seed 
Galls  (c.i.f.) 
Lemon  juice 

(Eng.) 
Rape  oil 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Camphor  (cr.) 
Golden  seal 
Soda  nitrate 
Theobromine 
Tin  products 
Wood  oil 

Antimony 
Castor  oil 
Coconut  oil 
Coriander  oil 
Isinglass 
Shellac 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  no  very  great  pressure  of  demand  just  at  present  in 
the  heavy-chemical  market,  matters  being  somewhat  on  the 
quiet  side.  This  perhaps  applies  more  particularly  to  new 
business,  since  on  the  whole  existing  contracts  are  being  taken 
out  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner.  Prices  do  not  show  any 
tendency  towards  decline,  being  steady  at  practically  unaltered 
figures. 

Alkali  Produce. — Bleaching-powder  is  somewhat  quieter, 
but  tone  remains  steady,  with  export  demand  good.  Caustic 
soda  and  soda-crystals  are  in  increased  request,  while  ammonia 
alkali  is  in  fair  average  demand,  all  at  unaltered  rates.  Salt- 
cako  firm  and  moving  well,  especially  for  export. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  still  very  quiet,  as  buyers  are  hold- 
ing back  in  hope  of  a  decline  in  prices.  Although  there  is 
perhaps  rather  more  offering,  makers  are  not  giving  way 
sufficiently  to  make  business  more  than  nominal.  Present 
nearest  values  :  Beckton  11/.  16s.  3(7.  to  11?.  17s.  6(7.,  Beckton 
terms  11/.  10s.  to  11?.  12s.  6(2.,  London  11?.  15s.  to  11?.  16s.  3(7., 
Leith  11?.  15s.  to  11?.  16s.  3(7.,  and  Hull  11?.  12s.  6(7. 

Green  Copperas  continues  on  the  firm  side,  and  general  de- 
mand is  good  on  both  homo  and  export  account.  Best  Lanca- 
shire makes  40s.  to  42s.  6(7.  per  ton,  f.o.b.,  Liverpool  and  Welsh 
14s.  to  16s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  bulk.  Outside  existing 
contracts,  there  is  little  for  disposal  at  present. 

Tin  Products,  although  a  shade  lower,  are  nevertheless  firm 
in  tone,  and,  cwing  to  makers  being  well  sold,  deliveries  are 
subject  to  special  arrangement.  Inquiry  is  fair.  Chloride 
of  tin.  crystals,  Is.  0J<7.  to  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  Oxide  of  tin, 
specially  light  and  purest  quality,  197?.  10s.  per  ton. 

Recovered  Sulphur  continues  much  the  same  as  lately  re- 
ported. There  is  a  fair  all-round  demand,  and  tone  is  steady 
at  57.  5s.  to  57.  10s.  in  bags  per  ton,  free  on  rails. 


Continental  Markets. 

Acetone  has  advanced  10m.  per  100  kilos.  The  acquisition 
of  sufficient  raw  material  causes  continued  difficulty,  and  the 
higher  demands  of  the  Americans  must  be  acceded  to.  Fur- 
ther, consumers  are  still  manifesting  a  lively  interest  in  the 
article,  in  consequence  of  which  tho  tendency  of  the  price  is 
still  upwards. 

Antimony  is  weakening.  Crude  in  Hamburg  costs  115m. 
or  110m.  in  parcels  of  1,000  kilos,  net  cash.  Shipping  orderB 
in  10-ton  lots  can  bo  placed  at  97im.  to  96m.  Old  speculative 
stocks  cause  serious  losses  to  holders. 

Apomorphine. — In  consequence  of  tho  higher  value  of 
opium,  this  alkaloid  has  risen  100m.  to  800m.  per  kilo. 

Arsenic. — Tho  demand  for  export  is  still  extraordinarily 
brisk  in  Germany,  and  tho  mines  have  no  more  largo  parcels 
to  sell  except  for  future  delivery.  The  inland  consumption 
has  also  grown,  and  goods  are  only  to  be  obtained  from  second 
hands.  Under  such  circumstances  a  decline  in  prices  is  not 
to  bo  expected,  but  rather  a  further  advance. 

Balsam  Peru. — The  continued  rise  has  brought  the  price  of 
this  article  up  to  17m.  per  kilo.,  and  the  situation  is  becoming 
more  and  more  critical.  San  Salvador  has  nothing  to  sell, 
and  the  supplies  in  Hamburg  are  extremely  small.  It  is 
generally  boli.eved  that  the  price  must  Boon  go  up  to  20m. 
per  kilo. 

Bismuth  Subnitrate. — Tho  time  when  this  article  was 
governed  entirely  by  tho  price  of  metal  is  past,  and  the  diffi- 
cult situation  has  brought  about  independent  prices  for  both. 
The  price  of  subnitrate  particularly  has  been  reduced  to  a 
very  low  level,  which  pleases  neither  the  producers  nor  the 
trade.  Quotations  for  tho  latter  of  10m.  to  10.50m.  per  kilo,  are 
nothing  extraordinary.  If  any  improvement  in  price  is  to  bo 
expected,  a  new  combination  of  makers  will  bo  requisite.  _ 

Bromides. — A  French  report  states  that  makers  have  just 
raised  their  price,  in  consequence  of  an  agreement  among 
the  various  foreign  producers,  and  quote  2.70f.,  and  that  only 
for  goods  on  hand. 

Camphor. — The  continued  high  price  of  refined  limits  busi- 
ness to  urgent  requirements.  Second-hands  are  Belling: 
German  at  10.35m.  per  kilo,  for  prompt  and  10.30m.  for  May- 
June  delivery.  Japan  camphor  remains  firm,  with  relatively 
little  offering.  Slabs  cost  10.50m.,  1-oz.  tablets  10.75m.,  and 
^-oz.  10.70m.  per  kilo,  net  cash. 

Chloroform. — In  sympathy  with  the  firm  position  of  raw 
material,  manufacturers  aro  obliged  to  raise  the  price,  and 
nothing  is  now  to  be  had  under  200m.  per  100  kilos.  It  is  of 
courso  possible  that  some  scattered  stocks  are  still  in  second 
hands,  which,  however,  do  not  affect  the  firm  tendency  of  tho 
market. 

Copaiba. — An  enormous  rise  in  price  has  to  be  registered, 
as  a  result  of  an  ever-growing  scarcity,  while  no  fresh  supplies 
have  arrived  ;  600m.  per  100  kilos,  and  more  is  the  price_  re- 
quired to-day  for  Maracaibo,  and  other  descriptions  have  risen 
proportionately. 

Japan  Wax  shows  a  further  weakening  in  price.  While 
Hamburg  quotes  122m.  to  121m.,  goods  afloat  are  offered  at 
119m.,  c.i.f. 

Quillaia  is  a  little  easier  for  the  moment,  although  offers 
from  "  outside  "  aro  limited.  Floating  parcels  have  been  sold 
at  43.50m.,  c.i.f.,  while  for  summer-shipment  from  Chile  45  to 
44m.  is  asked  for  limited  quantities. 

Wax.  Carnauba. — Last  week  brought  about  a  rather  heavy 
fall.  Current  grey  is  quoted  in  Hamburg  at  317.50m.,  and 
fat  grey  at  330m.  Yellow  qualities  arc  also  lower,  at  370m. 
to  350m.,  according  to  quality. 


Acid,  Chrysophanic. — The  makers  of  the  B.  &  S.  brand 
have  advanced  their  price  to  13s.  6(7.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — The  arrivals  at  the  Crutched  Friars  warehouse 
comprise  50  boxes  Curacao.  Some  30  kegs  of  Socotrine  have 
changed  hands  at  steady  prices. 

Aniseed  is  unchanged  at  24s.  to  24s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  for 
Russian  on  the  spot. 

Antimony  is  still  tending  downwards,  Japanese  crude 
offering  at  from  55?.  to  607.  per  ton  spot. 

Apomorphine. — In  view  of  the  advance  in  opium,  this 
alkaloid  is  about  3s.  per  oz.  dearer  at  23s.  3(7.  per  oz.  net 
for  hydrochlor.  cryst. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Small  sales  of  genuine  Maranham  as 
imported  have  been  made  at  3s.  6(7.  spot. 

Benzoin. — About  100  cases  of  Sumatra  have  arrived, 
part  good  seconds. 

Camphor. — The  market  for  Chinese  crude  camphor  re- 
mains dull  and  easy  at  about  350s.  to  355s.  on  the  spot,  and 
possibly  less  for  quantity.  Refined  is  also  quiet  at  4s.  9c?., 
c.i.f.,  for  Japanese  2^-lb.  slabs,  and  4s.  9(7.,  c.i.f.,  for  1-oz. 
tablets.    Slabs  have  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  4s.  6j(7.,  and 
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1-oz.  are  quoted  4?.  10(7.  per  lb.  Limited  quantities  of 
German  bells  for  delivery  during  the  first  half  of  May  are 
quoted  4s.  9-^(7.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

The  exports  of  camphor  from  Japan  during  January  1907 
amount-ed  to  186,673  kin,  against  265,729  kin  in  1906  and 
193,685  kin  in  1905. 

Canary-seed  is  tending  dearer,  owing  to  small  sowings 
in  Turkey.  There  have  been  speculative  purchases  of 
Turkish  seed  on  the  spot  up  to  38.?.  for  good  quality,  but 
other  kinds  show  little  change. 

Cantharides  are  steady,  Russian  flies  offering  at  3s.  4(7. 
per  lb. 

Caraway-seed  is  slow  of  sale  at  31s.  6d.  to  32s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  for  ordinary  to  good  Dutch. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Sales  of  a  parcel  ex-auct  ion  have  been 
made  at  39s.  for  fair  one-year-old.  Most  holders  ask  40s. 
upwards. 

Cashew-nuts.— Sales  of  fair  Bombay  ex-auction  have 
been  made  at  45s.  per  cwt. 

Chamomiles. — Stocks  are  now  getting  into  small  compass, 
and  as  new  crop  is  not  due  until  the  end  of  July  the  out- 
look points  to  a  higher  range  of  values.  Good  flowers  are 
held  for  125s.,  and  slightly  off  colour  can  be  had  at  from 
110s.  to  120s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — The  shipments  from  Java  during  April  were 
1,820,000  Amst.  lb.,  against  1,043,000  last  year,  1,328,000 
in  1905,  and  1,495,000  in  1904.  The  total  shipments  during 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year  now  amount  to 
5,621,000  Amst.  lb.,  against  3,168,000  last  year,  4,312,000 
in  1905,  and  3,918,000  in  1904.  The  actual  unit  paid  at  the 
Amsterdam  bark-auction  to-day  was  4.67c.  per  half-kilo. 

Coca-leaves. — Truxillo  leaves  are  offered  at  6^d.  to  6^d. 
per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Codeine  and  Salts. — The  makers  announced  an  advance 
of  lid.  to  Is.  per  oz.  on  Tuesday,  April  30,  and  now  quote 
as  follows  :  Codeine,  pure  cryst.,  lis.  6d.  ;  pure  precip., 
lis.  6d.  ;  hydrochlor.,  10s.  8(7.  ;  sulphate,  10s.  8(7. ;  and 
phosphate,  9s.  lid.  per  oz.  net  cash ;  100-oz.  contracts  for 
delivery  over  six  months  are  subject  to  a  reduction  of  2d.  to 
3(7.  per  oz. 

Coriander-seed  is  selling  at  8s.  9c/.  to  9s.  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot  for  Morocco.  New  crop  is  offering  at  8s.  to  8s.  3(7.  per 
cwt.  c.i.f.  terms  for  June-August  shipment. 

Cumin-seed. — Only  retail  sales  are  reported  at  steady 
prices.    No  transactions  have  taken  place  yet  in  new  crop. 

Dragon's-blood  is  in  steady  demand  and  prices  have  a 
rising  tendency  owing  to  scarcity.  Two  cases  bright  seedy 
lump  have  arrived. 

Ergot. — In  more  inquiry  during  the  past  day  or  two ; 
sales  of  Russian  have  been  made  at  Is.  Id.,  spot. 

Eserine  has  advanced  Id.  per  gramme,  the  official  prices 
being  from  2s.  to  2s.  6(7.  per  gramme  for  the  sulphate, 
according  to  quantity. 

Fenugreek-seed  is  dull  of  sale  at  10s.  per  cwt.  for 
Morocco.  New  crop  of  Indian  and  Morocco  can  be  bought 
at  9s.  6d.  per  cwt..  c.i.f.  terms. 

Ferri  Ammon.  Cit.  has  been  advanced  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 

Ferri  et  Quin.  Cit.  has  advanced  %d.  per  oz.  to  5^d.  in 
tins  in  bulk,  and  to  6g(7.  in  vials. 

Galls. — Persian  blue  are  quiet  at  80s.,  green  at  60s.,  and 
white  at  52s.  6d.  spot;  for  shipment,  blues  are  firmer  at 
74s.  c.i.f. 

Gambier. — Small  sales  of  good  No.  1  cubes  have  been 
made  at  31s.  per  cwt. 

Gamboge. — Fair,  slightly  blocky  Siam  pipe  is  still  held 
for  17/.  per  cwt.    No  arrivals  have  taken  place. 

Golden  Seal  is  a  shade  easier  at  6s.  1-^d.  per  lb.  net ; 
some  quantity  has  recently  changed  hands  at  slightly  below 
this  figure. 

Guinea  Grains  have  shown  a  rising  tendency  of  late, 
holders  now  requiring  50s. 

Gum  Arabic. — Soudan  gums  are  firmer  on  the  spot,  fair 
half-hard  sorts  being  offered  at  30s.  per  cwt.  Sales  of 
scented  Aden  have  been  made  at  32s.  6(7. ,  being  steady,  and 
for  Ghatti  lower  prices  have  been  paid,  including  No.  1 
at  31s.  6d.  per  cwt.  So-called  insoluble  Persian  sorts  are 
quiet,  good  pale  amber  being  quoted  up  to  21s.  6(7. 


Insect-flowers. — Fair  closed  are  quoted  at  from  80s. 
to  85s.  per  cwt. 

Iodine. — The  Chilian  iodine-ring,  says  the  U.S.  Consul 
(A.  A.  Winslow)  at  Valparaiso,  finds  a  difficulty  in  con- 
trolling the  output.  On  October  31  last  the  combine  had  on 
hand  25,951  Spanish  quintals,  while  the  deliveries  for  the 
year  up  to  the  above  date  were  7,078  quintals,  showing  a 
gain  of  3,155  quintals  over  last  year. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  small  business  has  been  done  privately 
at  last  week's  decline.  The  arrivals  include  9  bales  of 
Cartagena. 

Isinglass. — The  large  quantity  of  1,200  packages  was 
offered  at  auction  on  Tuesday,  when  about  one-third  found 
buyers  at  irregular  but  easier  prices.  Brazil  declined  Id.  to 
2d.  West  Indian  was  easier.  Saigon  leaf  brought  full 
prices,  purse  being  easier.  Bombay  in  large  supply  sold  at 
a  decline  of  1(7.  to  2d.  for  Karachi  leaf,  tongue  and  purse 
being  steady  and  common  purse  lower. 

Kola.— The  sales  in  Liverpool  include  ten  bags  African 
at  auction  at  2\d.  to  2J,(7.  per  lb.  At  auction  in  London 
6  bags  of  West  Indian  sold  at  4cZ.  per  lb. 

Lemon-juice. — English  is  firmer  at  from  Is.  6(7.  to  Is.  Id. 
per  gal. 

Lime-juice. — Business  has  been  done  at  25?.  for  con- 
centrated West  Indian,  being  dearer. 

Linseed  is  firm  at  46s.  6d.  to  50s.  per  quarter  for  good 
clean  qualities. 

Morphine- salts. — A  further  advance  of  3(7.  per  oz.  was 
announced  by  the  makers  on  Tuesday,  April  30,  the  follow- 
ing being  the  official  prices  : 


100-oz. 

250-oz. 

Contracts 

Contra  cts 

over 

over 

3  months. 

6  months. 

s.  d. 

■  a.  d. 

s.  d. 

Morphine  acetate   

6  3 

6  2 

6  1 

„      hydrochlor.  cryst.  ... 

6  5 

6  4 

6  3 

,,            ,,         pulv.  ... 

6  3 

6  2 

6  1 

,,  meconate   

7  10 

7  8'- 

7  7 

„      pur.  cryst  

8  0 

7  10* 

7  9 

,,       ,,  precip  

7  10 

7  8* 

7  7 

,,     sulph.  cryst. 

6  5 

6  4~ 

6  3 

Pulv  

6  3 

6  2 

6  1 

,,  tartrate   

7  10 

7  8\ 

7  7 

The  above  prices  are  per  oz.  net  cash  in  fourteen  days,  no 
falling  clause.   The  market  is  firm  at  the  advance. 

Oil,  Aniseed,  Star. — Some  of  the  cheap  holders  are  said 
to  have  been  cleared,  and  the  market  is  now  steady  at  5s.  4(7. 
to  5s.  5(7.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cassia,  is  firm  in  view  of  the  small  spot  stocks  : 
70  to  75  per  cent.  c.a.  is  quoted  5s.  8(7.  to  5s.  9(7.  ;  75  to 
80  per  cent.  5s.  10(7.  to  5s.  lid.  ;  and  80  to  85  per  cent. 
6s.  to  6s.  1(7.  per  lb. 

Oil,  'Castor,  is  lower.  Hull  make  of  first  pressing  for 
prompt  delivery  is  quoted  317.  15s.  ;  May,  307.  15s.  ;  June, 
29/.  15?.  ;  and  July-December,  28/.  15s.  ;  seconds  17.  per  ton 
less  ex  wharf  London. 

Oil,  Chaulmoogra,  has  been  in  good  demand,  and  the 
price  is  advancing,  there  being  sellers  at  Is.  9(7.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Citronella. — Ceylon  in  cases  is  quoted  2s.  and 
drums  Is.  11^(7.  per  lb.  spot. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
April  29  that  "  since  our  last  report  the  Finmarken  fishing 
has  been  favoured  by  calm  weather,  and  the  results  obtained 
are  pretty  fair,  although  rather  uneven,  this  being  due  to 
lack  of  bait  at  many  places.  The  Lofoten  fishing  is  now  at 
an  end.  To-day's  statistics  give  the  following  figures  for 
the  whole  of  Norway  : 

1907  1906  1905 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)  ...       36.2  35.5  34.8 

Cod-liver  oil  (barrels)     ...    31,500  28,400  26,900 

Liversfor'raw'oils(hect.)  12,400  9,700  7,100 

The  market  is  unaltered,  but  very  quiet,  and  business  is 
limited  to  trifling  quantities,  exporters  being  apparently 
of  opinion  that  lower  prices  may  still  be  expected  as  long 
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aK  the  fishing  is  progressing  favourably."  Finest  non-con- 
cealingcod-liver  oil  is  probably  obtainable  at  67*  per 
barrel  f  o.b.  Bergen.  In  London  business  remains  quiet, 
with  good  brands  of  new  Norwegian  oil  offering  at  from 
69,.  to  72*.  bd.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  for  delivery  over  this  yea 


The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  3,362  barrels, 
against  5,038  barrels  at  the  same  date  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Coriander.—  Prices  are  lower  in  view  of  better 
supplies  of  raw  material.  From  25s.  to  24s.  per  lb.  is 
quoted  for  English. 

Oil  Geranium,  of  all  descriptions  has  been  moving  up- 
wards. Genuine  Reunion  is  worth  10s.  6(7.  to  10s.  9(7.,  and 
Palmarosa  9s.  to  9s.  3(7.  for  fine  quality.  Gingergrass  is  not 
offered. 

Oil  Lemon.— On  the  spot  genuine  oil  is  comparatively 
scarce,  holders  asking  6s.  to  6s.  3(7.,  and  from  Messina 
6s.  8(7.  c.i.f.  is  cabled  at  the  price  for  a  good  brand. 

Oil,  Lemongrass.— Small  sales  of  Cochin  of  good 
analysis  have  been  made  at  4^(7.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Lime.— West  Indian  distilled  is  arriving  slowly  and 
is  somewhat  difficult  to  obtain;  for  genuine  as  imported 
there  are  buyers  at  3s.  4(7. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — A  few  sales  of  American  H.G.H. 
have  been  made  at  lis.  3d.  per  lb.  Wayne  County  oil  con- 
tinues neglected  at  8s. 

Oil,  Wood,  is  easier,  with  sellers  of  Hankow  for  June- 
July  steamer  at  31s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  d/w. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Coconut  is  easier  at  41s.  for  Ceylon  and 
45s.  bd.  for  Cochin  on  the  spot.  Linseed  is  firmer  at  23s.  3(7. 
per  cwt.  in  barrels.  Rape  is  dearer  at  33s.  for  refined,  and 
Cottonseed  is  steady  at  27s.  to  29s.  for  refined.  Lagos  Palm 
oil  is  cheaper  at  32s.  Turpentine  is  firm  at  52s.  M.  per  cwt. 
for  American  on  the  spot,  and  Petroleum  is  quoted  at  6|(7.  to 
bid.  for  American,  7j|(7.  to  l\d.  for  water-white,  and  b{d.  to 
6|rf.  per  gal.  for  Russian. 

Opium  remains  very  firm,  with  few  offers  from  primary 
markets.  The  small  supply  of  Turkey  gum  offering  on  the 
spot  and  the  higher  prices  asked  restrict  business.  Good 
manufacturing  druggists'  is  offered  at  from  12s.  to  13s.,  and 
Hadji  Kenu  at  15s.  to  16s.  The  sales  of  soft  shipping  com- 
prise Tokats  up  to  14s.  and  Malatia  up  to  13s.  bd.  per  lb. 
Persian  remains  in  demand,  inquiry  being  principally  for 
high  tests,  with  sales  up  to- 12s.  per  lb.,  and  for  under  9-per- 
cent, gum  business  has  been  done  up  to  from  10s.  to  10s.  bd., 
according  to  quality. 

Smyrna,  April  20.— The  only  business  this  week  consists  of 
three  cases  choice  t.q.  Karahissar  at  the  parity  of  lis.  8(7. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.  An  important  order,  however,  could  not  be 
executed  at  this  price,  as  holders  show  no  disposition  to 
realise.    The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  this  week  are  nil. 

Smyrna,  April  26. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  30  cases 
Karahissar  t.q.  for  England.  Market  continues  firm,  and  any 
large  buyers  coming  forward  must  bo  prepared  to  pay  high 
figures.  Stocks  are  much  reduced.  The  arrivals  to  date 
amount  to  3,217  cases,  against  1,496  at  same  period  last  year. 

Pilocarpine. — Both  the  hydrochloride  and  nitrate  have 
been  advanced  by  the  makers  to  22s.  3(7.  per  oz.  net  for 
single  ounces,  with  a  reduction  for  quantity. 

Potash  Citrate  has  advanced  Id.  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 

Potash  Prtjssiate  is  steady  at  b\d.  to  b^d.  for  foreign 
yellow,  and  English  is  quoted  l\d.  to  7g(7.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — There  is  a  little  more  inquiry  in  several 
quarters,  but  actual  business  seems  wanting.  For  new 
B.  and  S.  and  for  Brunswick  8(7.  per  oz.  is  the  nearest  value. 
Quinine  has  not  excited  much  interest  this  last  month, 
says  a  report  from  Hamburg,  and  quotations  for  German 
sulphate  remain  at  263m.,  Dutch  at  26m.,  Imperial  at 
26m.,  and  Java  sulphate  at  25^m.  The  article  will  only 
begin  to  move  when  speculation,  which  has  its  home  in 
London,  is  renewed.  Its  future  depends  more  or  less  on 
the  shipments  of  bark  from  Java.  Lately  a  report  has  been 
circulated  that  the  Planters'  Union  in  Java  has  decided 
not  to  gather  in  the  second  quarter  of  1907.  Whether  this 
be  the  case,  unfortunately  cannot  be  told  for  the  moment. 

The  exports  of  "  quinine,  quinine  salts,  and  combinations  " 
from  Germany  during  the  two  months  ending  February  1907 
amounted  to  39,300  kilos. 

Sarsaparilla. — Two  parcels  of  grey  Jamaica  are  close 
at  hand,  and  will  probably  be  offered  next  week.  Other 


arrivals  comprise  20  of  native  Jamaica,  11  of  Honduras,  and 
30  of  Mexican.  Privately  grey  is  very  scarce,  and  Lima  is 
obtainable  at  2s.  to  2s.  2(7.  per  lb. 

Senega. — With  a  biisk  demand  reported  on  the  Ham- 
burg market,  holders  there  are  firm  at  2s.  2(7.  c.i.f. 

Shellac  has  been  quiet  and  easier,  fair  TN  Orange  selling 
on  a  basis  of  215s.,  the  range  of  quotations  being  from  210s. 
to  216s.  for  ordinary  to  good  TN.  Good  and  fine  Orange 
marks  are  easier  also  at  from  230s.  to  245s.  spot.  Garnet 
is  quoted  at  200s.  for  good  A.C.  and  190s.  for  GAL  in  circle. 
Futures  are  lower,  sales  including  August  delivery  at  200s., 
against  208s.  last  week. 

Soda,  Nitrate. — Spot  prices  are  unaltered  at  from  lis.  9(7. 
to  12s.  for  ordinary  and  refined  respectively.  In  Liver- 
pool prices  are  cheaper  by  1^(7.  for  ordinary  and  4^(7.  for 
refined,  quotations  now  being  lis.  1^(7.  and  lis.  4^(7.  per 
cwt. 

Sodium  Citrate  has  advanced  Id.  to  2s.  3(7.  per  lb. 

Spermaceti. — American  refined  is  firm  at  Is.  3J,(7.  per  lb. 

Spices. — At  auction  Jamaica  Ginger  met  with  good  com- 
petition at  an  advance  of  3s.  to  5s.  per  cwt.,  and  occasionally 
more.  Fair  to  good  bright  sold  at  87s.  bd.  to  93s.  bd. ; 
low  middling  to  middling  at  from  80s.  to  85s. ;  ordinary  to 
good  ordinary  at  from  73s.  bd.  to  79s.  6c7. ;  common  dark 
and  Rhatoon  at  from  62s.  6(7.  to  71s.  bd. ;  Cochin  and 
Calicut  met  with  a  slow  sale,  25  cases  realising  from 
47s.  6V7.  to  48s.,  without  reserve,  for  good  small  cut.  Un- 
sorted  native  cut  was  bought  in  at  62s.  6(7.  to  65s.,  small 
washed  rough  Cochin  at  35s.,  and  brown  Calicut  rough  at 
38s.  ;  fair  lined  Japan  was  bought  in  at  30s.  Pepper  sold 
at  easier  prices  without  reserve,  4|(7.  per  lb.  being  paid  for 
fair  Singapore ;  a  few  bags  of  fair  heavy  Ceylon  realised 
5j(7.  to  5|(7.,  for  shipment;  the  market  is  steadier  for 
Singapore,  with  business  at  4^(7.  for  June-August  ship- 
ment. At  auction  White  Pepper  was  bought  in,  including 
fair  to  fully  fair  Singapore  at  from  6|(7.  to  Id.  ;  fine  Ceylon 
in  bags  sold  at  Id.,  and  good  Muntok  at  7£(7.  Privately, 
6|(7.  is  quoted  for  Singapore  and  for  arrival,  prices  are 
firmer  with  fair  business  at  6^(7.  to  6§(/.,  c.i.f.,  for  June- 
August  shipment.  Pimento  was  bought  in  at  auction  at 
2|(7.  Nutmegs  and  Mace  were  quiet;  39  cases  picked 
Penang  Cloves  were  bought  in  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3(7.,  and 
7  cases  of  Ceylon  sold  at  9^(7.  for  fair  picked.  Zanzibar  were 
bought  in  at  8J,(7.  Privately,  sales  on  the  spot  have  been 
made  at  8^d.,  and  for  delivery  the  market  is  dull  and 
easier,  with  sellers  for  June-August  at  8^(7.  and  August- 
October  at  8^d.  ;  for  arrival,  January-March  has  been  sold 
at  6g(7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  delivered  weight. 

Strychnine. — The  makers  of  the  B.  &  S.  brand  have 
advanced  their  price  of  pure  crystals  B.P.  to  2s.  Id.  per  oz. 

Tamarinds. — At  auction  45  barrels  of  Antigua  were 
bought  in  at  16s.  The  new  crop  from  the  West  Indies  is 
coming  forward  slowly,  in  consequence  of  which  holders 
are  firm  at  up  to  20s.  for  Barbados  in  bond. 

Tragacanth. — In  Persian  qualities  a  good  business  has 
been  done  at  full  prices,  mostly  between  51.  and  11.  per  cwt. 
Bagdad  descriptions  are  slow  of  sale.  Further  shipments 
of  Persian  and  Bagdad  are  near  at  hand,  for  which  a  fair 
demand  is  expected.    Quotations  are  as  given  last  week. 

Turmeric. — Sales  of  good  bright  Madras  finger  have  been 
made  at  from  28s.  to  30s.,  and  dullish  finger  at  27s.  Bengal 
has  changed  hands  at  19s.  spot,  and  for  arrival  15s.  6(7., 
c.i.f.,  is  quoted.  Sellers  of  split  Cochin  bulbs  ask  lis.  6c7. 
per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  the  small  supply  of 
134  tins  were  offered  and  sold  with  good  competition,  good 
and  fine  pods  being  2s.  to  3s.,  and  foxy  and  split  Is.  to 
Is.  6(7.  per  lb.  dearer.    The  following  prices  were  paid  : 

Seychelles. — Fair  to  good,  7g  in.  to  8  in.,  12s.  to  16*. ;  7  in.  to 
7i  in.,  lis.  to  14s.  6(7.  ;  3i  in.  to  6^  in.,  10s.  6(7.  to  13s.  ;  gool 
splits  10s.  6(7.  to  lis.  6(7.  ;  common,  4  in.  to  7j  in.,  9s.  9<7.  to 
10s.  6(7.  ;  mouldy,  Is.  to  5s.  6c7.  Mauritius. — Fair,  85  in.  to 
9£  in.,  15s.  6(7.  ;  fair  to  good,  8  in.  to  8^  in.,  17s.  ;  7  in.  to  8  in., 
12s.  6(7.  to  15s.  ;  6i  in.  to  7  in.,  13s.  to  14s. ;  4  in.  to  6  in.,  10s.  to 
13s.  ;  good  splits,  4j  in.  to  85  in.,  10s.  ;  common,  4j  in.  to  8^  in., 
10s.  to  lis 

Wax,  jArAX. — The  value  of  good  squares  is  63s.  bd.  on  the 
spot. 

The  exports  from  Japan  during  January  1907  amounted  to 
99.881  kin.  asrainst  389.661  kin  and  347,856  kin  in  the  corre- 
sponding periods  of  1906  and  1905. 
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Quinine  in  Greece. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received,  through  the  Foreign 
Office,  a  summary  of  a  proposed  law  to  empower  the  Greek 
Government  to  import  free  of  any  State  or  other  tax,  and 
also  to  sell,  hydrochloride,  sulphate  and  bisulphate  of  quinine, 
and  other  salts  or  preparations  of  quinine.  The  quinine  pur- 
chased by  the  Government  must  fulfil  conditions  laid  down 
by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  the  retail  price  thereof  is  to  be 
fixed  bv  Royal  Decree.  In  the  case  of  sulphate  and  bisul- 
phate of  quinine  the  retail  price  is  not  to  exceed  10  lepta  per 
gramme  The  importation  and  sale  of  quinine  in  private 
trade  will  bo  permitted  on  condition  that  the  article  is  im- 
ported through  a  Customs  house  of  the  first  class,  and  after 
examination  at  the  chemical  laboratory  of  the  Minister  of 
i  inance,  in  order  to  secure  the  importation  of  quinine  ful- 
filling the  conditions  of  the  official  pharmacopoeia  of  the  State 
in  which  it  was  manufactured,  in  accordance  with  regulations 
to  be  laid  down  by  Royal  Decree. 

Golden  Seal  and  Mandrake. 

Writing  in  regard  to  the  position  of  these  two  products,  an 
Indiana  correspondent  of  the  "  Oil,  Paint,  and  Drug  Re- 
porter "  states  that  the  past  season  has  been  somewhat  un- 
satisfactory and  unprofitable  to  buyers  and  speculators  in 
the  West.  Although  they  were  aware  of  the  large  amount 
carried  over  when  the  season  opened,  yet  as  it  progressed  they 
thought  the  dig  would  be  light,  and  naturally  began  storing  the 
stock,  expecting  a  repetition  of  1904  prices  when  golden  seal 
advanced  from  80c.  to  $1.60  per  lb. ;  but  this  season,  after 
advancing  to  $1.50  in  the  West,  it  declined  again  to  $1.30 
and  $1.40,  at  which  price  it  would  be  possible  to  buy  10  to 
15  tons  held  in  Indiana,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and 
West  Virginia  by  several  large  dealers,  two  of  whom  have 
already  carried  their  collections  for  two  years,  and  will  soon 
begin  on  their  third  years  collections.  Golden  seal  is  therefore 
not  becoming  as  scarce  as  was  supposed,  but  as  there  are  now 
ten  buyers  where  there  were  formerly  six,  each  one  handles 
less,  and  immediately  imagines  the  crop  is  short.  True,  the 
forests  are  being  cleared,  yet  where  there  formerly  was  one 
man  hunting  golden  seal  there  are  now  five,  which  eventually 
will  cause  a  shortage,  but  not  for  many  years  to  come.  The 
correspondent  also  states  that  the  consumption  has  declined 
materially  since  the  price  advanced,  and  one  of  the  largest 
consumers,  who  in  1905  purchased  25,000  lb.,  only  bought 
12,000  lb.  in  1906,  and  another  consumer  who  formerly  pur- 
chased 15,000  to  20,000  lb.  each  season,  only  bought  10,000  lb. 
this  season.  Other  small  consumers  decreased  their  pur- 
chases almost  in  the  same  proportion.  Some  few  purchased 
the  same  amount  as  usual,  but  on  the  whole  consumers  pur- 
chased 30  to  40  per  cent,  less  than  formerly.  Hence  the  un- 
satisfactory condition  of  the  market  and  the  large  amount 
which  will  be  carried  over  in  the  hands  of  speculators.— As  to 
mandrake,  the  market  has  been  glutted  for  the  past  three' 
years,  and  there  will  be  fifteen  to  twenty  cars  carried  over 
this  year  again,  which  insures  another  season  of  low  prices. 

Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  May  2  :— The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole 
of  Norway  since  the  beginning  of  the  season  now  amounts 
to  36,161,000,  against  35,463,000  at  the  corresponding  period 
last  year.  The  yield  of  steam-refined  oil  now  amounts  to 
31,480  barrels,  against  28,384  barrels  at  the  same  time  of 
1906.  The  fishing  at  Finmarken  is  making  fair  progress, 
and  the  market  continues  weak  at  67s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen. 

Amsterdam,  May  2  :— At  the  auction  held  here  to-day 
8,869  bales  and  321  cases,  weighing  828,738  kilos.,  Java 
cinchona  were  offered,  containing  about  44,446  kilos,  of 
quinine  sulphate,  as  against  43,646  kilos,  in  March.  The 
manufacturing-bark  analysed  5.68  per  cent,  of  quinine,  as 
against  6.15  per  cent,  in  March  last.  Of  the  above 
828,738  kilos.,  the  manufacturing-bark  weighed  722,242 
kilos.,  or  41,052  kilos,  q.s.,  and  the  druggists'  bark 
106,496  kilos.,  or  3,394  kilos,  q.s.  About  9,123  packages 
changed  hands  at  an  average  unit  of  4.67c.  per  half-kilo.,  as 
compared  with  5.42c.  per  half-kilo,  paid  at  the  auction 
on  March  26.  The  following  were  the  approximate  quanti- 
ties of  quinine  purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  :  (1)  The 
English  and  American  factories,  12,733  kilos. ;  (2)  the 
Brunswick  factory,  6,664  kilos.  ;  (3)  the  Mannheim  factory, 
6,183  kilos.  ;    (4)  the  Amsterdam  factory,  3,274  kilos. ; 

(5)  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories,  5.544  kilos. ; 

(6)  various  buyers,  9,621  kilos.  The  lowest  price  paid  for 
manufacturing  bark  was  5c.  per  half-kilo.,  and  the  highest 
48|-c,  while  for  pharmaceutical  bark  from  6c.  to  38-^c.  was 
paid.  Coca-leaves  were  bought  in,  with  the  exception  of 
lot  358,  which  sold  at  36^c.  per  half -kilo. 


SO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  oS 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected, 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted.'' 


Too  Old  at  Thirty. 

Sir, — What  was  foreseen  only  a  decade  or  so  ago  by 
thinking  members  of  the  trade  seems  to  be  rapidly  becoming 
an  accomplished  fact.  The  question  was,  Why  is  it  that 
young  fellows  do  not  use  a  little  more  discretion  when  they 
enter  upon  the  life  of  a  chemist  ?  I  wonder  how  many  at 
the  present  time  look  forward  to  the  happy  day  when  they 
may  become  the  proud  possessor  of  a  shop  of  their 
own,  get  married,  and  work  with  pleasure  for  the 
benefit  of  themselves  and  theirs  ?  Very  few,  I  am 
afraid,  the  tendency  being  more  in  the  direction  of 
"Enjoy  yourself  while  you  are  young."  Attempts 
at  serious  study  are  quite  put  aside,  amusements  of 
all  kinds  being  preferred,  and,  when  spoken  to  by  well- 
meaning  friends  on  the  matter,  the  reply  usually  is,  "  Oh  ! 
I  shall  have  plenty  of  chance  when  I  go  up  to  London  ;  father 
will  pay  all  '  exes,'  even  when  there."  After  months  of  so- 
called  hard  mental  work  and  numerous  shots  at  the  Minor, 
blaming  examiners  and  everybody  but  themselves  for  their 
failure,  father  gets  tired  of  continually  forking  out  without 
a  satisfactory  result ;  he  then  says,  "  Do  the  best  you  can  ; 
I've  done  my  best  for  you."  T-hese  young  men  generally 
drop  out  of  the  trade  altogether.  Again,  why  is  it  that  so 
many  young  men  are  so  blind  to  their  own  interests  in  sell- 
ing their  birthright — i.e.,  the  most  valuable  portion  of  their 
lives — to  the  vaiious  stores  and  limited  companies?  Evi- 
dently the  short  hours  and  good  pay  are  the  attraction. 
It  gives  them  plenty  of  freedom  and  sufficient  cash  to  enable 
them  to  enjoy  life  ;  but  there  is  a  time  coming  when  their 
employers  will  prefer  something  younger  and  more  profit- 
able. When  an  assistant  reaches  the  mature  age  of  thirty 
years  he  is  not  wanted ;  they  cannot  give  an  increase  of 
salary,  and  a  younger  man  suits  them  better  in  more  ways 
than  one.  If  proofs  of  this  are  needed,  will  readers  kindly 
examine  week  by  week  the  "  Situations  Wanted  "  column  ? 
Roughly  speaking,  the  proportion  of  men  over  thirty  (many 
do  not  quote  their  age,  but  all  desire  managerships  or  locum 
jobs,  with  hopes  of  a  permanency)  average  some  70  to  75 
per  cent,  of  those  out  of  work.    Why  ? 

Yours  truly, 
Always  Young.  (89/90.) 
British  Pharmaceutical  Codex. 

Sir, — As  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  a 
former  member  of  the  Council,  and  Chairman  of  the  late 
Formulary  Committee  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference, I  have  looked  with  some  interest  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  "  Compendium  "  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
The  book  has  not  yet  reached  me,  but  at  the  evening  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  on  April  16  Mr.  John  Humphrey  read  a 
paper  on  it,  which  was  followed  by  a  discussion  in  which 
members  of  the  sub-committee  and  others  took  part,  upon 
which  I  should  be  glad  to  make  some  observations.  The 
author  of  the  paper  did  not  at  all  exaggerate  the  part 
which  Mr.  Carteighe  has  taken  in  the  production  of  this 
book,  but  when  he  considers  it  strange  that  British  phar- 
macists are  incapable  of  realising  the  benefits  of  Mr. 
Carteighe's  arduous  labours  in  the  past  for  the  good  of 
pharmacy,  he  may  be  reminded  that,  notwithstanding  the 
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strenuous  life  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  Society,  Mr. 
Carteighe's  errors  of  judgment  have  been  so  numerous  that 
they  are  mainly  responsible  for  the  undeniable  fact  that 
pharmacy  as  a  whole  is  in  a  much  less  satisfactory  condition 
to-day  than  it  was  forty  years  ago.  Those  who  have  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  these  facts  may  well  be  in  doubt 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  Mr.  Carteighe's  latest  venture. 

When  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1886  de- 
cided to  undertake  the  more  modest  task  of  publishing  a 
formulary  of  non-official  remedies  with  the  special  object 
of  securing  uniformity  in  the  strength  of  preparations  of 
new  drugs,  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Society  or  the 
Conference  should  undertake  the  work  was  raised  by 
Mr.  Schacht,  and  after  a  full  discussion  by  Messrs. 
Atkins,  Groves,  Hampson,  Ince,  Wm.  Martindale,  Rey- 
nolds, Schacht,  Williams,  Dr.  Symes,  and  others  whose 
knowledge  of  scientific  pharmacy  and  loyalty  to  the  Society 
were  beyond  question,  it  was  decided  that  the  Conference 
was  the  body  which  should  undertake  it.  In  the  many 
formal  and  informal  discussions  which  took  place  it  was 
felt  that  it  would  be  undignified  and  impolitic  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  had  a  legal  status  and 
statutory  duties  of  its  own,  to  seem  to  traverse  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  General  Medical  Council,  and  that  the 
Society  should  hold  itself  free  to  use  its  best  endeavours  to 
obtain  recognition  and  a  legal  status  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee.  Some  approach  to  this 
was  made  in  the  preparation  of  the  1898  Pharmacopoeia, 
when  the  General  Medical  Council,  in  the  preface  to  that 
edition,  acknowledged  that  assistance  of  great  value  had 
been  received  from  a  committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

The  compilers  of  the  "  Codex  "  anticipate  that  the  book 
will  be  accepted  as  a  standard  in  our  courts  of  law,  and 
that  chemists  will  regard  this  as  an  unmixed  blessing.  I 
think  it  possible  that  there  may  be  some  British  pharma- 
cists who  will  be  unable  to  appreciate  the  advantages  of  a 
book  of  1,200  pages,  subject  to  frequent  revision  and  liable 
to  alteration  at  the  caprice  of  a  self -constituted  authority, 
being  held  over  them  in  the  law-courts.  I  do  not  suppose 
Mr.  Humphrey  intended  to  mislead  the  meeting  when  he 
stated  that  the  book  would  be  authorised  in  the  same  way 
that  the  "Register"  is,  as  no  one  can  know  better  than 
he  does  the  difference  between  the  two. 

With  regard  to  the  name  which  is  selected,  I  think  it  is 
unfortunate  that  the  sub-committee  have  suggested  a  name 
which  will  bear  the  initials  of  another  body  which  has  used 
them  for  over  forty  years  and  must  go  on  using  them  in 
connection  with  its  work  and  publications.  Although  the 
Conference  sold  the  "  Formulary  "  to  the  Society,  they  did 
not  sell  the  Conference  itself  ;  and  to  use  the  initials  of  the 
Conference  in  connection  with  the  new  book  is  misleading. 
I  would  suggest  a  much  more  appropriate  title,  and  that  is 
"The  Imperial  Pharmaceutical  Codex"  (I.P.C.),  and  this 
would  be  more  in  accord  with  the  aims  of  the  book — in 
fact,  in  the  paper  it  is  referred  to  as  an  "  Imperial "  Dis- 
pensatory. This  would  avoid  any  clashing  of  the  use  of 
the  letters  B.P.C.,  and  the  small  inconvenience  to  the 
wholesale  houses  would  soon  disappear. 

In  conclusion  I  would  point  out  that  the  Society  is  not 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  its  correct  title  is 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  and  as  the 
Irish  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  taken  no  official  part  in 
the  production  of  this  particular  work,  the  book  has  no 
greater  claim  to  be  styled  "  British  "  than  it  has  to  be 
called  "  Imperial."  Though  there  may  be  no  legal  obliga- 
tion to  restrain  them,  I  trust  I  have  shown  sufficient  cause 
why  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  should  extend  its  courtesy  to  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  to  the  extent  of  refraining  from  using 
a  title  for  the  new  work  the  initials  of  which  will  clash  with 
those  of  the  Conference. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  April  29.  N.  H.  Martin. 

Linaloe  Oil. 

Sir, — While  agreeing  with  us  as  to  the  inferiority  of  com- 
mercial samples  of  this  oil  now  available,  Mr.  Simmons 
does  not  seem  to  understand  that  in  our  note  on  this  subject 
previously  referred  to  we  suggested  certain  limits  for  frac- 
tionation which  serve  to  confirm  the  lower  figures  recently 
obtained  by  acetylation.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that 
without  special  f ractionation-apparatus  for  thorough  separa- 


tion of  the  constituents  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  acourate 
figures  for  the  actuxl  percentage  of  definite  constituents, 
and  it  is  only  by  repeated  fractionation  under  reduced 
pressure  that  linalool  can  be  obtained  pure.  Our  experi- 
ments prove  beyond  doubt  that  Bonlez's  method  is  useless, 
and  figures  obtained  by  his  process  cannot  be  taken  as 
reliable.  We  may  add  that  recently-published  results  by 
Messrs.  Schmmel  &  Co.  are  in  agreement  with  our  state- 
ments. Ernest  J.  Parry. 

C.  T.  Bennett. 

Pictures  and  Models  as  Sources  of  Liability  to 
Medicine  Stamp-duty. 

Sir, — I  have  frequently  been  struck  by  the  interesting 
and  novel  questions  that  are  raised  on  subjects  that  one 
might  think  had  long  ago  been  worn  threadbare,  and  also 
by  the  manner  in  which  you  charm  such  explicit  replies  out 
of  the  chill  portals  of  Somerset  House  for  the  benefit  of 
your  readers.  With  respect  to  the  Secretary's  letter,  dated 
April  16,  the  emphasis  laid  on  the  word  "  printed  "  in  his 
quotation  from  the  1812  Medicine-stamp  Act  can  obviously 
only  refer  to  the  particular  question  submitted  by  you — 
viz.,  Can  a  picture  alone  involve  liability?  You  ask 
if  it  is  a  step  too  far  to  conclude  that  liability  may  also  be 
incurred  by  showing  a  model  in  a  shop-window.  "  Xrayser  " 
considers  that  no  intelligent  Court  would  strain  the  exhibi- 
tion of  a  model,  a  statue,  or  a  painting  into  a  public  notice 
or  advertisement ;  and  Mr.  Pickering,  in  his  interesting 
communication,  asks,  "  What  about  a  gramophone?  " 

Bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  Act  of  1812  is  a  penal 
enactment,  the  Court  would  be  bound  to  construe  the  words 
"public  notice  or  advertisement''  strictly,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  any  ambiguity,  to  take  the  plain  meaning  and 
apply  it  without  regard  to  any  intention  that  the  framers 
of  the  Act  may  have  had  in  view.  You,  sir,  correctly 
observe  that  the  1812  Act  is  most  comprehensive  aad  inclu- 
sive. This  is  a  characteristic  of  most  Revenue  enactments, 
the  object  being  to  make  a  net  wide  enough  to  sweep  in 
everything  that  comes  within  reach  of  the  cast.  The 
severity  of  the  law  is,  however,  relaxed  by  granting  exemp- 
tions in  particular  cases,  where  it  is  not  intended  to  bring 
such  within  its  scope,  or  by  giving  special  powers  to 
administrative  bodies  under  general  provisions  or  by 
special  Acts  which  define  the  scope  of  their  duties.  While 
such  a  system  enables  a  considerable  degree  of  elasticity 
to  be  adopted  in  the  administration  of  an  Act,  it  is  apt  to 
be  attended  with  awkward  consequences  once  an  authori- 
tative judicial  decision  on  a  particular  point  is  pronounced. 
Whatever  the  previous  practice  has  been,  the  Board  must 
interpret  the  law  in  the  light  of  that  judgment. 

An  instance  of  this  occurred  after  the  Sanguinetti  judg- 
ment. When  the  1812  Act  was  passed,  if  a  chemist  put  up 
any  preparation  and  labelled  it,  e.g.,  "Cough-mixture," 
the  medicine-stamps  were  affixed  before  the  bottles  were 
exhibited  for  sale,  or  a  stamp  penalty  was  incurred.  Conse- 
quently, few  medicines  paid  duty,  unless  they  were  pro- 
prietary articles  or  fell  within  the  schedule.  No  doubt,  in 
those  far-off  days,  life  was  not  so  strenuous  as  now,  and 
the  customer  either  had  his  medicine  dispensed  from  a 
prescription  or  waited  while  it  was  being  compounded, 
indulging  in  a  friendly  chat  the  while.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  some  up-to-date  chemist  of  the  day  thought 
that  he  saw  a  means  of  getting  rich  quickly  by  keeping 
ready  for  sale  medicines  in  common  request.  Not  wishing, 
however,  to  pay  stamp-duty  on  these,  he  forbore  to  label 
them  distinctively.  Probably  some  careless  assistant  (that 
useful  scapegoat)  mistook  a  bottle  containing  aconite 
liniment  for  a  soothing  cough-mixture,  with  dire  result  to 
the  customer,  a  censure  for  the  employer  from  the 
coroner's  jury,  and  disaster  to  business.  A  few  accidents  of 
this  character  would  give  point  to  an  appeal  to  the  Stamps 
Department  to  allow  a  purely  distinctive  title,  the  nature 
of  the  dose  or  application,  and  the  chemist's  name  and 
address  to  be  affixed  to  such  preparations  for  the  general 
safety  of  the  public  and  to  expedite  business.  This  is 
known  to  have  been  conceded  ;  and,  as  no  one  but  the 
Treasury  or  the  Commissioners  of  Excise  could  order  pro- 
ceedings for  an  infraction  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts, 
chemists  were  safe  in  taking  advantage  of  it.  Unfortun- 
ately, a  step  taken  beyond  the  terms  of  the  concession  led 
to  the  Sanguinetti  case,  when,  as  Mr.  Asquith  said,  all 
that  the  Board's  exemption  amounted  to  was  :  "We  shall 
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not  prosecute."  After  the  decision  was  given  in  favour  of 
the  Crown,  the  above  concession  was  withdrawn  and  the 
law  administered  (after  a  period  of  grace)  as  it  was  origin- 
ally intended,  and  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's 
acumen  in  the  famous  amm.  tinct.  quin.  case,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  a  very  heavy  and  extra  burden  would  have 
been  laid  on  the  shoulders  of  every  chemist  who  puts  up 
any  articles  recommended  ever  so  slightly. 

This,  I  fear,  is  a  long  digression,  but,  reverting  to  the 
subject  matter,  I  think  we  may  safely  conclude  that,  as 
you  have  already  stated,  "Models  have  not  been  con- 
sidered." Most  probably,  no  one  has  ever  raised  the 
question.  The  idea  of  such  an  advertisement  is,  I  think, 
comparatively  modern,  but  if  the  question  of  liability  in 
such  circumstances  were  to  arise,  the  answer  would,  I  think, 
depend  upon  the  following  elements  :  "  Is  it  a  public  notice 
or  advertisement,  and  does  it  recommend  a  particular 
medicine  as  beneficial  for  a  human  ailment  ?  "  On  evidence 
being  given  that  sales  of  unstamped  and  dutiable  articles 
so  held  out  or  recommended  had  been  effected,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  decided  that  a  penalty  had  been 
incurred,  unless  a  plea  of  exemption  were  successfully 
set  up. 

I  have  never  heard  of  the  Board  holding  that  a  verbal 
recommendation  involves  liability.  Usually  such  a  recom- 
mendation would  be  of  a  private  nature,  and  thus  would 
be  clearly  outside  the  statute.  But,  as  in  the  general 
charge  of  duty,  the  modes  of  holding  out,  which  involve 
liability,  are  expressed  in  the  alternative,  it  is  not  con- 
sidered improbable  that  a  public  announcement  by  word 
of  mouth  would  be  held  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
charge.  Yours  faithfully, 

Lex.  (106/56.) 

Dispensing-bottles. 
Sir, — I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  dispensing 
and  other  bottles  were  marked  on  the  bottom  with  their 
reputed  capacity  in  the  same  way  as  ointment  pots  and 
jars  are  marked.  It  would  help  learners,  and  do  away  with 
the  drudgery  of  the  master  or  teacher  having  to  array  them 
before  the  tyro  and  the  doubtful  one  for  inspection  and 
comparison.  This  is  particularly  the  difficulty  with  the 
lady  dispenser,  with  whom  to-day  we  have  to  reckon. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Abel  Scholar. 

"What  is  Profit  ? 

Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Chartered  Accountant,"  I  always 
thought  it  was  necessary  for  companies  and  traders  to 
declare  a  profit  on  the  turnover  ere  they  attempted  to  cal- 
culate interest  on  capital  invested.  All  the  calculations 
(although  correct  as  propositions  on  paper)  I  have  seen  in 
the  discussion  appear  to  me  like  counting  chickens  before 
they  are  hatched.  Possibly  in  some  cases  the  capital  in- 
vested in  Elliman's  Embrocation  may  be  turned  over  very 
•frequently,  but  in  the  arguments  raised  that  little  word 
"  if "  (so  full  of  meaning)  occurs  much  too  often.  On 
p.  632  of  last  week's  C.  &  D.,  under  "What  is  Profit?  " 
is  the  following  proposition  :  "  If  he  can  buy  monthly  100/. 
worth  of  commodities  which  show  25  per  cent,  on  his  money, 
he  knows  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  will  have  300/. 
gross  profit."  But  we  are  dealing  with  a  much  smaller 
percentage  of  profit— viz.,  12  per  cent,  when  bought  in  the 
usual  way  through  the  wholesale  houses— and  there  is  no 
calculation  for  the  working-expenses  and  the  living  of  the 
retailer  while  he  is  making  the  turnover.  The  suggestion 
of  buying  100?.  of  goods  monthly,  made  me  take  up  the 
C.  &  D.  Supplement.  There  I  take  all  the  businesses  for  sale 
which  disclose  their  turnover  ;  the  number  is  seventy-four, 
and  the  average  turnover  940/.  per  annum.  I  take  it  these 
are  fairly  representative  businesses  of  the  nation,  therefore 
these  suppositions  must  be  a  myth  in  the  large  majority  of 
cases.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  are  dealing  with 
articles  at  Is.  each,  and  a  turnover  of  100/.  means  waiting 
upon  2,000  customers.  My  contention  is  that  the  retail 
profit  allowed  is  not  large  enough  according  to  the  small- 
ness  of  the  turnover,  and  while  that  remains  so  retailers 
must,  to  avoid  failure,  sell  in  all  legitimate  ways  prepara- 
tions of  their  own.  In  reply  to  the  question  "  Is  protection 
worth  while?  "  I  say,  "  Most  decidedly,"  and  the  larger  the 
protected  profit  to  the  retailer  the  smoother  will  the  prepara- 
tJon  run.  Faithfully  yours, 

Aylesbury.  Walter  Stjrfleet. 


Dispensing  Notes. 


Piperazin  and  Phenocoll . 

Sir, — The  prescription  of  your  correspondent  if  dispensed 
with  good  distilled  water  should  make  a  clear  mixture,  but 
should  tap-water  be  used  half  the  bottle  will  be  filled  with 
a  light  precipitate — indeed,  so  sharply  does  such  a  compound 
distinguish  between  these  waters  that  it  is  not  surprising 
such  prescriptions  should  at  times  appear  cloudy,  or  even 
have  a  deposit.  It  should  be  remembered  that  except  in 
dilute  solution  phenocoll  hydrochloride  and  piperazin  are 
incompatible,  phenocoll  being  thrown  out  and  piperazin  and 
hydrochloric  acid  left  in  solution.  The  order  of  mixing  is  also 
of  importance  :  the  ingredients  should  be  dissolved  separately, 
then  mixed.  Should  the  water  be  added  to  the  dry  mixed 
salts,  an  almost  insoluble  cake  results. 

Yours  faithfully, 

London,  April  29.  George  Roe. 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  "  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1907,"  for  much  legal  information  as  to 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


Pestle  (100/67). — There  ought  to  be  no  conflicting  opinion 
as  to  whether  or  not  salt  of  sorrel  is  on  the  Poisons  Schedule. 
It  is  in  Ireland,  but  not  in  Great  Britain. 

Bismuthi  (103/65). — The  question  of  liability  to  remedy  a 
structural  defect  in  the  drains  which  is  required  by  the  local 
authority  to  be  done  depends  upon  the  covenants  in  the 
lease,  and  especially  on  the  covenant  to  pay  rates,  taxes,  and 
outgoings.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  litigation  on  this 
point,  but  practically  the  result  is  that  if  the  lessee  covenants 
to  pay  all  charges,  impositions,  duties,  or  outgoings,  then  the 
liability  falls  on  him.  We  should  suggest  to  our  subscriber 
(who  has  been  called  upon  by  the  local  authority  to  repair  a 
defective  drain  in  his  shop-cellar)  that  he  gives  his  landlord 
notice  of  the  claim,  and  tells  him  he  requires  him  to  carry  it 
out  forthwith,  and  to  intimate  that  unless  he  does  so  our 
subscriber  will  do  the  work  himself  and  sue  him  for  the  cost. 
If,  however,  the  lease  contains  any  such  covenant  as  above 
referred  to,  it  will  be  a  mere  idle  threat ;  if  not,  he  will  be  able 
to  make  his  landlord  pay. 

W.  J.  E.  (105/17).— (1)  The  fact  that  you  hold  a  certificate 
of  the  Apothecaries'  Society  does  not  entitle  you  to  call  your 
self  "  druggist."  That  title  can  only  be  used  in  Great 
Britain  by  those  who  have  passed  the  Modified  or  Minor 
examination,  or  who  were  in  business  before  the  Act  of  186S. 
We  question  if  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  will  permit  you  to 
use  the  title  of  "as.  apothecary  ";  the  Society  expressly 
states  in  granting  the  assistant's  certificate  that  it  does  not 
authorise  the  receiver  to  use  any  title.  (2)  Mr.  W.  G.  Leggett. 
95  Boaler  Street,  Liverpool,  E.,  is  general  secretary  to  the 
London  and  Provincial  Drug  Stores  Association. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


W.  H.  E.  (103/28).— If  you  want  a  patient  to  take  two  table- 
spoons to  measure  a  dose  of  medicine  by  all  means  write 
"two  tablespoonsful,"  but  a  single  spoon  is  more  convenient 
and  "two  tablespoonfuls  "  is  the  direction  you  should  give. 
This  is  not  so  much  a  question  of  English  or  grammar  as  a 
matter  of  fact.  The  direction  refers  to  a  quantity,  rather 
than  the  implement  for  determining  the  quantity,  therefore 
the  latter  is  the  proper  subject  of  number. 

W.  E.  G.  (100/29).— A  Wen  is  a  sebaceous  cyst,  which  is 
formed  by  the  blocking-up  of  the  opening  of  a  sebaceous 
gland,  although  the  term  is  sometimes  applied  to  a  dermoid 
cyst,  which  is  congenital  in  origin.  The  correct  treatment  is 
either  complete  excision  or  leaving  alone.  It  is,  however, 
doubtful  whether  the  swelling  on  the  dog's  leg  is  a  true  wen. 
as  the  position  is  somewhat  unusual. 

W.  J.  y.  (100/57).— Preserving  Coffee  Essence.— The 
quantity  of  glycerin  used  as  a  preservative  for  coffee  essence 
should  be  about  5  oz.  to  the  gallon.  In  the  formula  you 
send  the  proportion  of  sugar  could  bo  increased,  and  this 
would  do  away  with  the  need  for  another  preservative.  Satu- 
rate the  coffee  liquor  with  sugar,  so  as  to  make  it  of  the  same 
specific  gravity  (1.33)  as  the  added  syrup.  You  can  also  help 
to  make  the  essence  more  permanent  by  observing  aseptic 
conditions  during  the  process  of  manufacture. 
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(EoIIeoe  Wotes. 


Mb.  G.  S.  V.  Wills,  Principal  of  the  Westminster  College 
■of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  has  removed  his  private  resi- 
dence from  South  Croydon  to  "  Maesllweh,"  12  Boveney 
Road,  Honor  Oak  Park,  London,  S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  op  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy.— At 
the  recent  term  examinations  the  medals  were  awarded  as 
follows:  Chemistry  and  physics,  James  Rees ;  botany  and 
imatoria  medica,  C.  G.  Trinder ;  pharmacy  and  dispensing, 
A.  F.  Huggins  and  I  Hallam.  A  botanical  excursion  was 
arranged  for  Thursday,  May  2,  when  the  route  was  from 
Leatherhead  to  Box  Hill  via  Mickleham. 


(Tomino  Events. 

Hotices  for  insertion  under  this  heading-  should  be  received  by 
the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week, 


Monday,  May  6. 

^Chemists'  Exhibition ,  Royal  Horticultural  Society's  Hall, 
Vincent  Square,  London,  S.W.  At  11  a.m.  the  Exhibi- 
tion opens  and  remains  open  till  10  p.m.  each  day  to  Mavin 
inclusive.  Admission  2s.  6d.,  but  free  tickets  are  obtain- 
able. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  London  Section,  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  O.  Guttmann  on 
"  The  Works  Chemist  as  Engineer." 

Brighton  Junior  Pharmacy  Club,  King's  Road  Arches,  at 
9.30  p.m.    Annual  general  meeting. 

Tuesday,  May  7. 

London  Chemists'  Association,  Chemists'  Exhib'tion,  Royal 
Horticultural  Exhibition,  Vincent  Square,  London,  S.W., 
at  3  p.m.  General  meeting.  At  3.30  p.m.,  Mr.  Ralph 
Leftwich,  M.D.,  on  "Chemists'  Danger-signals."  Tho 
.Secretary  of  the  Association  (Mr.  H.  A.  Rilesl  will  be  in 
attendance  at  Messrs.  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  s  stand  at 
the  Exhibition,  and  tickets  for  the  lecture  can  be  had 
from  him. 

Wednesday,  May  8. 

■Society  of  Arts.  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
Mr.  Paul  Schlicht  on  "The  Production  of  Coke  and  its 
Application  to  Domestic  Fires." 

Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations.  Chemists' 
Exhibition,  Royal  Horticultural  Society's  Hall,  Vincent 
Square,  London,  S.W.,  at  12  noon.  Private  meeting  of 
delegates.  At  2.30,  open  meeting  and  paper  by  Mr.  Cyril 
H.  Kirbv  on  "  Some  Recent  Legislation  affecting 
Chemists."  At  3.40,  Mr.  E.  P.  Wake  on  "Town 
Tenancies."  At  4.40,  Messrs.  W.  S.  Glass  and  J.  A. 
Forret  on  "  Co-operative  Society  and  Traders'  Defence." 
[The  full  agenda  was  given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  April  20, 
p.  591.] 

Nottingham  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Calvert's  Cafe. 
Long  Row,  at  -9  p.m.  Annual  meeting  and  election  of 
officers. 

Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association,  Mather's  Hotel,  Dundee, 
at  4  p.m.    Annual  business  meeting. 

Thursday,  May  9. 

Society  of  Chemist-Opticians,  Royal  Horticultural  Society's 
Hall,_  Vincent  Square,  London,  S.W.,  at  3  p.m.  Annual 
meeting  of  members.  At  4  p.m.,  paper  by  Mr.  Lionel 
Laurance  on  "  Asthenopia."  Open  to  registered  chemists. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  H.  Cuff)  will  be  in  attendance 
•during  the  Chemists'  Exhibition  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
viewing chemists  desirous  of  obtaining  information  about 
the  Society. 

Bath  Pharmaceutical   Association,    Technical    Schools,  at 
8.15  p.m.    Discussion  on  "  Co-operative  Buying." 
.......  Friday,  May  10. 

Jloyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street.  Picca- 
dilly. London.  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Signor  Come  Giacomo  Boni 
on  "Recent  Excavatior.3  on  the  Forum  Romanum  and 
the  Forum  Ulpium." 

■'Society  .of  Chemical  Industry,  London  Section,  Burlington 
House  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Consideration  of  the 
Patents  and  Designs  Bill,  1907,  followed  by  a  discussion. 


Optical  Trades  Exhibition.— The  Spectacle-makers'  Com- 
pany are  organising  an  exhibition  of  optical  goods  at  the 
F insbury  Town  Hall  on  June  4,  5.  6.  and  7. 

The  Decennial  Festival  Dinner  of  the  Benevolent  Fund 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Societv  of  Great  Britain  will  be  held 
™"  ^a-W"  the  KinSs  Hal1'  Holborn  Restaurant,  London, 
VV  .L.  Tickets,  one  guinea  each  (including  wine),  may  be 
had  from  the  Secretarv  of  the  Pharmaceut:cal  Societv, 
lo  -Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 


(Serman  IRews. 


German  Pharmacy  Bill. — The  Council  of  the  Apotheker 
Verein  has  decided  to  do  its  best  to  get  the  Government 
draft  Bill  whipped  into  a  shape  more  acceptable  to 
apothekers.  It  considers  that  a  satisfactory  reform  can 
only  ba  found  in  the  principle  of  free  sale  and  hereditary 
transmission  of  all  pharmacies. 

The  Apothekers  of  Uberlingen  have  published  a  notice 
to  the  effect  that  in  consequence  of  their  increasing  ex- 
penses, and  their  experiences  cf  the  last  few  years,  it  will 
be  impossible  for  them  to  adhere  to  the  former  system  of 
giving  credit.  They  must,  therefore,  insist  in  future  that 
payment  be  made  at  the  time  of  purchase.  People  who 
wish  for  long  credit  will  not  have  goods  delivered  to  them. 

Quacks  and  Quackery  in  Germany. — The  "  Medi- 
zinis?5u  W?ch:":chrift "  s^.tes  that  Imperial  legislation 
is  in  contemplation  fcr  the  purpose  of  (1)  combating 
medical  practice  by  non-qualified  perccr.s,  whose  num- 
bers have  largely  increased  in  Germany  during  recent 
years  and  who  outnumber  medical  men  in  many  districts ; 
and  (2)  prohibiting  the  advertising  of  secret  remedies. 
It  is  also  hoped  to  place  an  embargo  on  such  remedies. 

The  Taxing  or  Secret  Remedies  by  the  German  Custom- 
hous3  authorities  has  been  a  vexatious  question  for  some 
time  owing  to  the  want  of  a  clear  definition  of  what  is  to 
be  considered  dutiable.  The  first  attempt  in  this  direction 
has  been  made  by  the  Baden  Customs  authorities,  who  have 
issued  a  set  of  rules  clearly  defining  what  secret  remedies 
are  tp  be  taxed  at  the  highest  rate — viz.,  5m.  a  kilogram. 
Secret  remedies  are  defined  as  all  prepared  medicines 
or  other  pharmaceutical  products  intended  for  prevention 
or  cure  of  human  or  animal  ailments.  Toilet-preparations, 
in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  not  intended  for  healing 
skin-diseases,  do  not  come  under  this  category  ;  but  the 
Custom-house  officers  are  enjoined  to  be  specially  careful 
when  dealing  with  the  latter,  as  secret  remedies  are  often 
declared  as  perfumes,  etc.,  to  defraud  the  Customs.  A  pre- 
paration is  also  to  be  treated  as  a  secret  remedy,  when  con- 
taining potent  drugs,  which  otherwise  may  not  be  sold  in 
German  pharmacies  except  upon  a  physician's  prescription, 
and,  further,  if  the  price  charged  be  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  cost  of  production.  This  is  to  be  considered  the  case 
when  the  price  exceeds  that  charged  if  the  preparation  were 
made  up  and  charged  according  to  the  Imperial  medicine- 
tax.  If  the  component  parts  are  not  clearly  stated,  or  are 
only  pure  vaseline,  was  certainly  a  remedy,  and  there  was 
the  article  itself,  so  that  the  buyer  is  not  fully  informed 
of  the  contents,  the  article  will  be  held  to  be  a  secret  remedy. 


3nMa  ant)  tbc  East. 


Two-fifths  Passed. — At  the  quarterly  examination  for 
pharmaceutical  licences  held  at  Singapore  on  April  2,  five 
candidates  presented  themselves.  Two  out  of  that  number — 
Lee  Peck  Lock  and  Sng  Hock  Lye— -were  successful. 

In  China. — Mr.  A.  Macintosh  Stewart,  representing 
several  important  London  drug  and  optical  houses,  was  in 
Tientsin  on  March  19  on  a  short  business  visit.  Mr. 
Stewart,  who  is  well  known  from  Singapore  to  Pekin,  had 
a  showroom  in  Victoria  Buildings,  Tientsin,  for  the  display 
of  his  goods. 

The  Morphine  Act. — The  punishments  meted  out  to  pro- 
fessional morphine-injectors  in  Singapore  continue  to  in- 
crease in  severity.  An  aged  Chinaman  who  was  caught 
using  a  hypodermic  syringe  was,  on  April  3,  fined  $1,000 
(over  116L),  in  addition  to  a  term  of  imprisonment. — A 
Chinese  lady,  who  was  recently  fined  $700  for  being  in  pos- 
session of  morphine,  has  appealed  against  the  Magistrate's 
decision. 

Personal. — Mr.  R.  Dalton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
Thomson  &  Taylor.  Poona  (and  formerly  of  Wilmslow  and 
Cheltenham),  has  been  nominated  a  Councillor  of  the  Poona 
Suburban  Municipality. — Mr.  C.  H.  Allen,  agent  for 
Hunyadi  Janos ;  Mr.  Fernley,  of  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  ; 
and  Mr.  Hirst,  of  Lever  Bros.,  Ltd.,  all  left  Bombay  by  the 
s.s.  China  on  April  13  for  London. — Mr.  J.  Smith,  of  Messrs. 
J.  Bliss  &  Co.,  chemists.  Karachi,  has  been  stricken  with 
plague,  but  when  the  mail  left  Karachi  he  was  recovering. 
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Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TERMS. 

One  halfpenny  per  word  with  name  and  address.    One  penny  pier  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 
No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 


TO   BUYERS   AND  SELLERS. 

We  take  every  care  to  ensure  that  proprietary  and  other 
goods  advertised  in  this  column  are  genuine  surplus  stock 
of  reputable  persons  in  business,  and  are  compelled  to 
refuse  advertisements  sent  by  those  who,  when  occasion 
requires,  decline  to  satisfy  reasonable  inquiries  as  to  their 
bona- fides. 

We  again  call  the  attention  of  those  who  use  this  column 
for  the  sale  or  purchase  of  goods  to  the  desirability  of  using 
our  Deposit  System.  Some  forward  goods  before  they 
receive  money  for  them,  and  others  forward  money  to 
advertisers  before  they  have  even  seen  the  goods.  Dis- 
appointment in  such  circumstances  is  bound  to  happen  now 
and  then,  and  it  is  to  prevent  this,  as  well  as  to  check  fraud, 
that  our  Deposit  System  was  instituted. 

The  buyer  sends  us  the  money  for  the  goods,  and  when  we 
hear  from  him  that  they  are  satisfactory,  and  not  till  then, 
we  hand  over  the  money  to  the  seller.  A  commission  of 
6d.  is  charged  by  us  on  any  transaction  of  3Z.  or  less,  and 
Is.  if  above  that  amount.  The  commission  is  payable  by 
the  buyer,  and  should  be  included  in  the  money  sent  to  us. 
All  Cheques  and  Postal  Orders  should  be  made  payable  to 

Edward  Halse,"  and  crossed  "  Martin's  Bank,  Ltd." 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

FLTJCKIGER  &  HANBTJRY'S  "  Pharmacographia,"  second  edition, 
1879,  5s. ;  Pereira's  "  Materia  Mediea,"  2  vols.,  second  edition, 
1842,  5s.  Jay,  14  Walterton  Road,  Padding-ton,  W. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

■WHAT  'offers  ?— Potassium  ehloroplatinite,  J  oz.  Roberts,  17  Herbert 
Road,  Plumstead. 

FORMULAE. 

BRILLIANT  furniture-reviver ;  good;  quickly  made;  cheap;  Is. 

Harold;  Regent  Street,  Stonehouse,  Glos. 
INSECT-POWDER  Formula— I  have  discovered  a  splendid  formula 

for  instantly  destroying  cockroaches,  blackbeetles,  insects;  etc. ; 

have  tried  many  powders,  but  found  none  to  equal  this  formula; 

harmless   to   animals;    1   lb.   can   be   made   in   5  minutes 

at  a  cost  cf  6d. ;  no  grinding-machine  required,  and  can  be  mixed 

by  hand ;  formula  sent  post  free  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  2s. 

postal-order.   Write  at  once,  A.  Thornley,  Drysalter,  108  Darley 

Street,  Bolton.    (Satisfaction  warranted.) 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

OArER  STOCKED. —1  doz.  each  6<7.,  Is.  Stone's  Essence  Rennet ;  best 

offer.  Green,  108b  Elgin  Avenue,  W. 
ABOUT  3  gross  Is.  size  Levador  gold  enamel ;  new  condition ;  any 

quantities.   Offers,  Swaxn,  Chemist,  Staines. 


SHARES. 

SHARES  for  sale.    See  p.  76. 

MEGGESON  &  CO.  ten  £1  ordinary  and  ten  £5  5  per  cent,  prefer- 
ence shares;  offers  wanted.   251/30,  Office  of  this  Taper. 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

ONE  3-guinea  O'Brien's  till,  in  perfect  working  order,  30s.;  2  2-gal. 
pear-shaped  carboys;  4  specie-jars.  Offers,  Laidi aw,  Chemist, 
Lockerbie. 

OFFER  wanted. — 6  Standard  bars  and  brackets,  height  41  in., 
brackets  15  in.,  13  in.,  and  11  in. ;  4  ditto,  height  33  in.,  brackets 
12  in.  and  9  in. ;  3  plate-glass  shelves,  45  in.  by  15  in.,  13  in.,  and 
11  in. ;  3  ditto,  44  in.  by  ditto ;  3  ditto,  39  in.  by  ditto  ;  shaped 
fig.  3  Maw's  list.    Mason,  Chemist,  Acre  Lane,  Brixton,  SAW 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

DENTAL  chair,  iron;  good  condition;  cheap.    Dent,  4  Chntsworth- 

Road,  Stratford,  London. 
WATER-BED,  indiarubber  (Maw's  fig.  545),  72  in.  by  36  in.;  good 

condition;  what  offers?   Reed,  Chemist,  Ilfracombe. 
COPY  McQueen's  "  A. B.C."  System  of  Bookkeeping;  1}  doz.  2s.  (xi. 

Crab  Apple  perfume.    Offers,  Cumming,  Chemist,  Stonehaven. 
10-gal.  carboy  and  stand,  cut  stopper,  pear  shape ;  Humphrey's 

"Mat.  Med."  and  Lowson's  "Botany";  almost  new.  Apply 

Cooper,  Chemist,  Sutton,  Surrey. 
EARTHENWARE   wide-mouthed   jars   for   chemicals;    about  10O 

assorted  ;  from  1  to  4  gals,  liquid  capacity.    What  offers?  107/59, 

Office  of  this  Paper. 
WINDOW  enclosure;  mirrors;  carboys;  drawers;  surplus  stock; 

books;  percolators;  tincture-press;  tablet-machine;  pill-eoatcr. 

Sherwood,  Chemist,  Southport. 
OPTICAL  trial  case,  complete;  cost  £15,  will  accept  £8;  Gledhill 

till,  issues  coupon  receipts ;  cost  £7  15s.,  take  £4 ;  both  in  per- 
fect condition.    "X.  Y.  Z."  (105/40),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


WANTED. 

MOONSEED  ointment,  large  or  small  size.    Gedge,  Chemist,  Bath. 
B.P.,  '98,  cheap.    "A.  N.,".  440  Kingston  Road,  Raynes  Park,  S.W. 
FAIRBANK'S  glycerine-tar  soap;  cheap.  Clement,  Chemist,  Hamp- 
ton Hill. 

60-ft.  oxygen  cylinders  required.  Apply,  •  Harrison,  Pharmacist, 
Grayshott,  Hants. 

MINOR  books,  ohemists'  books,  for  cash  or  exchange.  Gowir,  Book- 
seller, Waterloo,  Liverpool. 

OLD  artificial  teeth  bought;  cash  by  return  post.  Dent,  4  Chats- 
worth  Road,  Stratford,  London. 

MATERIA  medica  cabinet,  with  key;  also  Southall's  Minor  student's 
herbarium ;  cheap.   250/33,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

SMALL  size  Gledhill's  check-till;  glass  counter,  case  4  to  6  ft. 
Full  particulars,  Waddington's  Stores,  Morccambe. 

EMPTY  ess.  coppers,  73s.  cwt. ;  leads,  14s. ;  London  address ; 
sender  pays  carriage.  Address,  259/38,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

EMULSIFYING-MACHINE,  hand  and  power,  about  10  gals. ;  perfect 
order.  Lowest  price  and  particulars  to  "  Secretary, "  207  Olee- 
thorpes  Road,  Grimsby. 
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